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It is Homecoming 2013 at Dixie State University!

A time to renew and rejuvenate that Dixie Spirit, a

time to celebrate old traditions and look forward to

new ones, a time to come back to campus, to see

friends, a time to re-connect with DSU.

This marks the beginning of the first school year as a University,

and our first Homecoming will have a few changes.  In fact the theme

for this year’s Homecoming is “A Brand New U.” All home football

games for 2013 start at 6 p.m.  The Homecoming week activities kick

off on Friday, October 25 with the Alumni Assembly at 10 a.m. The

1963 class will be honored after the assembly instead of at the Golden

Generation Luncheon. The Alumni Banquet has been moved to Friday

night at 6 p.m. instead of Saturday so everyone can enjoy the football

game.  

Mark your calendar and plan to attend all the events as we 

celebrate together as a University. Meet the football team and coaches

at the tailgate before the game, give them a high five and warm wish-

es, and enjoy free food. It is an awesome time to visit campus.

It is great to be an alumnus of Dixie State University. I am 

grateful for what Dixie has done for me and my children and I hope

you feel the same way. We look forward to seeing you this fall!

— Kalynn Larson, ‘94, Alumni Relations Director

Become our fan on Facebook
www.facebook.com/DixieStateAlumni

THE dixiE sTaTE univErsiTy logo was inspired by the unique desert and red rock landscape that surrounds
the campus in picturesque southwestern Utah. The bluffs, plateaus and horizon featured in the logo design, along
with the color scheme, capture that desert southwest look and feel. In addition, the serifed "DSU" font pays trib-
ute to the institution's past identities, while the futuristic look of "Dixie State University" gives the mark a more
modern look to attract today's college student.
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on THE CovEr

As part of Dixie State Athletic Hall 

of Fame Weekend festivities, DSU

Athletic Director Jason Boothe (r) 

and legendary Dixie College football

coach and Hall of Famer Sark

Arslanian celebrate the announce-

ment that the playing 

surface at Hansen Stadium will 

forever be known as "Sark

Arslanian Field." The complete

story can be found on page 22. 

DSU Sports Update
Dixie Statue University Athletics inducted two athletes, a

long-time volunteer, and the 1963 undefeated football

team into the Hall of Fame in September.

22
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Jayden and Carter Thiriot at the 2012 Homecoming Parade.

They are the children of Jason and Crystal Whitehead Thiriot.

Ferris Kleinman Mathis, Diane Cornelius Hafen and Annie

Laurie McGregor Baker led cheers for Dixie in 1953.
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Saturday, October 26
10:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade 

Begins at 100 South 700 East  - Ends at 200 West

11:00 a.m. Founder’s Day Assembly 

& Hall of Fame
St. George Tabernacle, no charge

3:45 p.m. University Tailgate Party
BBQ, ice cream, snow cones, bounce house, T-shirts

Wade Alumni House, no charge

6:00 p.m. Football:  Dixie State University 

vs. Humbolt State University
Hansen Stadium, $7

9:00 p.m. Midnight PB
Eccles Band Room

11:59 p.m. True Rebel Night
Fountain

Wednesday, October 16
7:30 p.m. Miss Dixie Pageant

Cox Auditorium, $5

Thursday, October 24
2:00 p.m. Paint “D” Road

Front of Burns Arena

2:00 p.m. Alumni Memory Garden Ribbon Cutting
Encampment Mall 

7:30 p.m. Powder Puff Football Game
Hansen Stadium, no charge

Friday, October 25
10 a.m. Alumni Assembly 

Eccles Concert Hall, no charge

3:00 p.m. Football Player Reunion 

Gardner Center

6:00 p.m. Alumni Banquet
Speaker: Dr. Craig Booth

Gymnasium, $13

Midnight 5K Midnight run
Hansen Stadium

HOMECOMING2013

Dixie Alumni Art Show - now thru Nov. 15 
The famous Al Rounds, and photographer, Les Smith, will
exhibit in the Eccles Fine Art Center Grand Foyer. DSU is
proud to claim them as alumni.  
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Dr. Craig Booth, ‘66, Alumni Banquet Speaker
Craig L. Booth is a fifth generation resident of St. George where he shined shoes and passed papers as a
young boy to many of his future patients. He is a graduate of Dixie High School, Dixie Jr. College, the
University of Utah and the University of Utah Medical School. He practiced general medicine in St.
George for 15 years and delivered around 2,500 babies (and 200 gall bladders!). He became the first
Medical Director of Dixie Regional Medical Center, served as President of the Utah Medical Assoc.,
and was named the Utah Doctor of the Year in 1994. He has now practiced medicine in Washington
County for more than 40 years and currently works in Acute Rehab and the Wound Clinic at DRMC.
He was awarded the first “Giant of the Medical Center” Award issued by the hospital.  He loves his
work and most of the patients and plans to die in the halls of the hospital. Craig is married to the former
Maureen Haslam.  They have five children (all graduates of Dixie College) and 14 grandchildren.

Phil and Ruth Squire, Distinguished Alumni Award
Phil E., ’46, and Ruth Hafen Squire, ’42, first met at a birthday party while in grade school but didn’t
find love until Dixie united them at a “get acquainted” dance in their freshman year.  From then until
now this beautiful couple has been a stalwart example of courage, dedication and, of course, the
Dixie Spirit.  They were always engaged in whatever was going on at Dixie, socially and academically
and their love and loyalty remains strong and firm to this day.  Their influence and generosity have
built a lasting legacy of service and faith.  Phil grew up in LaVerkin, Utah, after high school graduation
he came to Dixie Academy and joined the National Guard. From that point on his life was full of
active military duty, church and community service, he also worked as a Utah Highway Patrol Officer
and for the U.S. Postal Service before joining the Hafen brothers at the OK Tire Store. Ruth was raised
in the home of Arthur and Orilla Hafen.  Her father was a professor at the Dixie Academy, and also
wrote the school song that is still used today. Ruth worked for the telephone company, Dr. Mervin Cox
and Dixie Regional Medical where in 1982 she was selected “Employee of the Year.” Together they
raised five children, all of whom carry the red sands of Dixie in their shoes.

Diane Hafen, ‘54,  Distinguished Alumni Award
Diane Cornelius Hafen radiates with the Dixie Spirit.  She was born with dancing shoes on her feet, an engaging and willing heart
and a passion for “anything Dixie.”  For over 35 years Diane has been a part of the Dixie life serving on numerous committees,
organizing homecoming events and pageants, making floats and attending football games with her husband Kent.  Both are die-
hard fans of the “red and blue.”  As a life long dancer and instructor Diane loved introducing the magic of dance and motion to
her students.  She carefully built their self-esteem and then watched with joy as each student developed and achieved their own
artistic talent.  For many years she also taught beauty, charm and modeling techniques. Finding the inner beauty while developing
outer beauty and talent has been a dedicated pursuit of this faithful and talented “Dixieite.”  Diane was honored in 2009 by the City
of St. George which presented her with a Lifetime Achievement Award in Performing Arts for her selfless contributions.

ALUMNI BANQUET
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in the NewsDixie State

BY STEVE JOHNSON, DSU PR DIRECTOR

Help Dixie State University build a new

landmark on campus. Plans are underway to

construct an 80 foot clock tower (as pictured in

this rendering) on the south end of the

Encampment Mall near the Holland Building

and Gardner Center. The structure will feature a

large clock and carillon bells that will once

again ring out over campus. 

To donate, contact Vice President of

Development, Brad Last, 652-7858 

or email blast@dixie.edu for 

more information.

University

Avenue

In light of the new University status at

Dixie State, a proposal has been made

to name 700 East “University Avenue.”

The St. George City Council will

address the issue in October.

HELP DIXIE BUILD A NEW
LANDMARK: DSU CLOCK TOWER



in the News

Dixie State student,

Krissia Beatty

(right) was 4th run-

ner-up at the Miss

Utah Pageant in

June. She was also

the Glen Harmon

talent winner.  The

last time a Miss

Dixie State placed

in the Top 5 at Miss

Utah was when

Ginette Last

McDonald was 4th

runner-up in 1987,

26 years ago!  
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Twenty-three of the top "academic athletes" from

Dixie State University competed against some the best

business students from across the country and Canada at

the 52nd Annual Collegiate DECA International Career

Development Conference held in Anaheim, Calif. Nearly

1,400 students representing hundreds of colleges and uni-

versities went head-to-head to test their knowledge and

presentation skills in various business categories over the

three-day event.

Of the 23 DSU students who competed at the DECA

confer-

ence, 15

went on

to earn

national

recogni-

DSU "Cloud" A Top U.S. Public Art Project
Dixie State University's "Cloud," a public

artwork commissioned by Utah Arts &

Museums, has been named as one of the top

50 best public art projects by the 2013 Public

Art Network Year in Review for the Arts, the

nation's leading nonprofit organization for

advancing the arts. The annual Year in Review

program recognizes the most exemplary and

innovative, permanent or temporary public art-

work created or debuted in the previous year.

The 2013 Year in Review awardees were cho-

sen from more than 350 submissions.

DSU STUDENT IN
TOP FIVE 
AT MISS UTAH
PAGEANT

Dixie State Bests all National and

International Schools in Award Allocation

tion, Among the top national

finishers was Garrett Baxter, a

freshman from St. George,

who won first place in the

Advertising Campaign compe-

tition, in addition, junior Shaun

Russon (Fairview, Utah) claimed national runner-

up honors in Banking Financial Services, while

seniors Broc Hafen (St. George) and Ryan

Burrows (Mapleton, Utah) placed third in the

Web Page Design competition.

In all, DSU students competed in 15 of the

24 total competitive categories and combined to

take 7% of the overall awards in those categories,

which led all national and international schools

in award allocation. Additionally, DSU DECA co-

advisor Bryon Geddes was presented with the

"Advisor of the Year" award.

"Students at Dixie continue to show excel-

lence on a national level,” Geddes said. 

Bryon Geddes

STUDENTS and ADVISOR WIN  TOP HONORS AT INTERNATIONAL 
DECA COMPETITION



in the News
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The 2013 DOCUTAH Film

Festival was the most successful since

its inaugural year in 2010. Over the

five day period, attendance was esti-

mated at more than 11,000 — more

than double the previous year. Fifty

professional films and twelve student

films were programmed into 160

hours of viewing time. 

“Media coverage leading into

and throughout the festival was

incredible,” said Lani Puriri,

Director of Operations. “From

Northern Utah to southern Nevada,

television, radio and print media

embraced the event.”

The Festival came to a close in

Mesquite, Nev., at a “Best

of Fest” partnership with

Redd Hills Cinema and the

Eureka Community

Initiative. 

“It created a spectacu-

lar buzz and generated full

theatres for three days of

successful screenings,”

Puriri continued. Visit

www.docutah.com for

information and updates.

DOCUTAH GAINS NATIONAL MEDIA ATTENTION

Top right: Phil Tuckett proudly

waves a USA Today issue featur-

ing the DocUtah 2013 Film

Festival. Right: Utah media 

outlets also covered the event.
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DESIGN BY DSU CREATIVE SERVICES

STORY BY AMBER RICH, ‘94

Dixie State University is helping students make a

straight shot from classroom to career thanks to the

entrepreneurial savvy of Dr. Eric Pedersen, the new

Dean of Science and Technology.

year.  There was 100 percent job

placement for these students prior to

graduation,” he explained.  “I have

companies call me on a daily basis

and guarantee interviews for jobs

starting at $80,000. Utah is a cluster

of technology activity and we need

10 times as many graduates from

Dixie to fill the jobs that are offered.” 

One factor driving the private

sector to clamor for CIT graduates is

the rigor and proficiency required to

obtain a degree in the field.  

“Look it’s a difficult degree,” said

Pedersen.  “There isn’t really a way

to get through the course work with-

out giving up weekends or shying

away from hard work.”  

Pedersen’s drive is to increase the

number of Computer Information

Technology (CIT) majors at DSU and

see them through to graduation hard

wired for success.  

“We have a multi-billion dollar

void of private sector technology

jobs that are starved for skilled

workers.” 

Pedersen adds, these aren’t statis-

tics that summarize just the national

lack of skilled CIT professionals but

it reflects the largest need in Utah,

which currently is leading the nation

in technology job opportunities.  On

the whole, these jobs pay 18 percent

more than the national average. 

“We awarded 37 degrees this

spring, and approximately 50 for the Continued, see HARDWIRED page 10

Dr. Eric Pedersen began the

Computer Camp program in the 90s.

The summer camps continue two

decades later as a means of exposing

prospective students to the opportunities

in technology and helping them develop

their own talents.  

“Those kids from the first camps are

now running the industry,” said Pedersen

of the importance of giving youth a

vision of what computers and 

technology can offer.



DIXIE STATE MAGAZINE10

Still Pedersen emphasizes that

anyone with a “strong work ethic

and a little bit of aptitude” can do it. 

There are four

areas of emphasis

in the CIT

degree: General

CIT, Computer

Science (CS),

Information

Technology (IT), and Visual

Technologies (VT).  There is also a

Business Administration degree with

a VT emphasis.  The cornerstone of

each program is preparation, appli-

cation and experience.

“These students have real-life

experience,” said Pedersen. “They do

projects that grow into legitimate

businesses or careers, and they have

the skills to launch an idea and grow

it to generate income.”  

Entrepreneurship is an important

factor for Pedersen in instructing 

students and an area where the 

students learn from the master.  He

has been an innovator in merging

technology and business in his 

personal life, and passes that success

and know-how onto his students. In

addition to founding or assisting a

list of technology companies includ-

ing Voddov.com, AreaTravelinc.com,

SouthernUtah.com, and

ChampionFitnessUSA.com,

he directed the team that

brought the first website

online in southern Utah

and co-founder InfoWest,

the first Internet service

provider in southern Utah and

now the largest. 

HARDWIRED
continued from page 9

Pedersen has become an instruc-

tor and a mentor to his students well

beyond graduation.  Many alumni of

the program still make frequent stops

by his office to talk over their latest

ventures, garner advice, or refine

ideas.  Former students and other

community members return to share

their success and offer their own

advice during the biweekly

“Technology and Entrepreneurship

Forum,” and if a   student or alumnus

needs feedback, he has his class look

over a proj-

ect or web-

site creat-

ing a real

life learn-

ing experi-

ence on

both ends.  

For

Pedersen,

it’s the 

payoff for

his 

investment

of time and

effort, “It’s very fun to watch my

students doing cool things.”

Teaching cutting edge technology

requires the latest equipment, the best

software, and a strong faculty.  

A prime example of CIT instructors at

Dixie is Dr. Russell Ross, a southern Utah

native, who returned in 2007 after major

achievements in academic circles and

private industry. After graduating valedic-

torian from Pine View High as a National

Merit Scholar, he attended Harvard

University, where he graduated Magna

Cum Laude in computer science. Ross

garnered props as a world-class coder

working as a software engineer in the

Boston area before moving to England,

where he received a Ph.D in Computer

Science from the University of

Cambridge. His wife, Dr. Nancy Ross is a

faculty member in the Fine Arts

Department.

Dr. Eric Pedersen,

Dean of Science

and Technology

They do projects that grow into legitimate businesses or
careers, and they have the skills to launch an idea and
grow it to generate income.” —Dr. Eric Pedersen

“



Scott Hoopes, Class of ‘13, and

Gage Miller, senior at DSU, launched

their company “Land Over Yonder” in

July 2012 after Hoopes formulated the

business model and website during

Pedersen’s courses.  The apparel com-

pany is based on the philosophy of

“look good, do good” and they

donate 50 percent of their pro-

ceeds to provide school uni-

forms to children in third

world countries. 

Fueled by their own

experiences and those

of family members who

served LDS missions in

poverty-stricken countries,

they wanted to provide those children

opportunities they were fortunate to

enjoy.  Hoopes explained that most

can only get an education at a private

school and must wear the mandatory

school uniform which they simply

could never afford. 

Excited by the prospect of being

their own boss and running a socially

responsible company, Hoopes and

Miller spent the next six months

tweaking their design and refining

their product with input from profes-

sors and classmates. In January 2013

they relaunched their site. “It’s a pretty

cool feeling to think I can take a 

class project and turn it into a 

company. I love watching it grow,

love running a business, love design,

love working to get to the next level,”

said Hoopes.

By early indicators, “Land Over

Yonder” is poised to become a com-

pany with plenty to give back.

The duo took top honors

and $2000 seed

money for their

business plan dur-

ing the 2012

Opportunity Quest,

a competition for col-

legiate entrepreneurs, and

then won again in 2013 for best

business pitch. They also took 1st

place at the Utah State Collegiate

DECA competition in

Entrepreneurship. 

As Hoopes and Miller mark the

company’s first year anniversary, they

celebrated by making their first contri-

bution of school uniforms to 50 chil-

dren in Kenya.  The uniforms went to

children primarily orphaned or other-

wise institutionalized.  “Our end goal

is to hire local workers to sew the

clothing to stimulate the economy as

well as provide education,” said

Hoopes of their long-term vision.  

“This is all coming from our edu-

cation at Dixie.  Every single project

or assignment I had I thought of it in

terms of real life products or how I

could reach a real life customer.  It’s

working out in a real way.”



DIXIE STATE MAGAZINE12

EJ Saunders, Class of ‘13, had

worked for a tech company in north-

ern Utah before moving to St.

George as a newlywed. Sampling the

industry and looking for a career to

support his new prospects, he pur-

sued a Business Administration

degree with a VT emphasis at Dixie. 

“I was interested in getting

involved with Internet marketing.  I

wanted the know-how to run my

own business and the computer

background to handle the technical

side. This degree was the perfect

match,” said Saunders.

Working from a model he

hatched and refined in class,

Saunders and his partner, John

Berger, launched the web-based

company True Natural Body Builder. 

Drawing on his own interests in

bodybuilding, he tapped into the

growing niche market of nutritional

supplements and apparel. Using the

tools of the social media trade, their

website incorporates blogs with

advice and strategy, podcasts and

interviews at competitions, and

instructional videos with experts and

athletes. 

True Natural Body Builders contin-

ues to grow and recently gained an

angel investor giving the partners

freedom to commit to their company

full time. 

“My college experience has

applied directly to the real world and

my professors really gave me an eye

opener,” said Saunders.  He is quick

to credit the “principles and projects

in class”, and “the advice outside of

class” for helping him find his success.

*STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

*



“shopping locally” for

talent.  

“I currently have 10

employees that attended

Dixie. They come to us

with a good background.

They have the crucial

understanding of the

coding language and the

technology we use

everyday.”

Local companies like

Velocity Web Works,

who serve a nationwide

clientele, pull from Dixie

State’s pool of CIT gradu-

ates.  Owner Daniel

Purcell says that his com-

pany has found success

by resisting the trend to

outsource manpower and

has built his team by

at Dixie. It was a pivotal

time at the district which

was enlarging its use of

technology, and Cody’s

career grew along with

these efforts. 

Currently he oversees

web services, media, and

is the coordinator of the

Southern Utah Educators

Conference (SUECON),

which he cofounded in

2010. SUECON, an annu-

al conference aimed at

educating educators about

technology, has been one

of the crowning achieve-

ments of Plumhoff’s work

thus far. The two-day event

draws over 800 teachers

and administrators

statewide.

Plumhoff also dabbles

after his 9-5 job by running

his own web design busi-

ness, Cody365, and a fun

side project, tidyloo.com, a

website devoted to rating

the cleanliness of bath-

rooms so you "know where

to go when you’re on go". 

“I’ve gone back to

Dixie since graduation to

let Dr. Pedersen’s class

review my website.  He’s

always willing to let me

bounce ideas off him or

give advice to help refine

it,” said Plumhoff of the

post graduation benefits of

attending Dixie. “I can

honestly say that I use the

things I learned at Dixie in

everything I do.”

Cody Plumhoff, Class of

‘06, began working for the

Washington County School

District as a Level I tech

while finishing up his

Business Administration

degree with a VT emphasis

CIS major, Veronique

Gillen, was named the

2013 DSU Valedictorian.

Born in Marseille, France,

Vero ventured to the

United States after high

school to study abroad for

a year. However, as is

often the case, her life

took a different course of

study. Fours years later and

with two small children,

she enrolled at DSU and

divided her time between

school, parenthood, and

work in the CIT lab. 

In addition to her

bachelor’s degree and

honor as Valedictorian, she

was awarded the CIT

Student of the Semester

and was presented with

the Excellence in

Mathematics Award.

Jennifer deVilliers Fitzell,

Class of ‘07, always got a kick

out of taking apart computers

and reassembling them with

her own improvements. So

when she returned to school

as a single mom, she gravitat-

ed to computers and a profes-

sion that could lend flexibility

for her home life. “Luckily I

had an aptitude for it and I

love what I do.”

Her CIT degree was a

slow and steady battle, but

the investment paid big divi-

dends as she quickly moved

up the corporate ladder from

entry level graphic designer to

web development manager.

Beginning at InfoWest, she

progressed to manage the first

web development department

overseeing all design projects.

She recently took a position

with Velocity Web Works as

project manager and web

designer/developer, involved

with everything from graphic

design to business relations.  

“I appreciate that while at

Dixie my professors didn’t just

give us all the answers.  They

pushed us to do our research,

find things on our own,” said

Fitzell.  “This field changes so

quickly and you have to learn

how to adapt and figure out

how do it.  Dixie really 

prepared me for that.”
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classrooms and provide a cozy spot

for meditation.

Projects like the President's

Fitness Loop and D-Circuit, Dan's

Cove, and the Atkin Tutoring Center

are recent additions to campus,

funded by donors intent on support-

ing the university and its growing

student body. 

"We all have a desire for this 

university to be successful," says

Atkin, who has been part of the uni-

versity's volunteer fundraising efforts

for years and has eight children—all

graduates of Dixie State University.

There are more projects planned

for Dixie State University and all of

them need a little financial help

from alumni and friends, Atkin says.

One of the easiest ways for friends of

Dixie State University to provide

support for any of the proposed 

projects is through participation in

Don't let Cheri Atkin's petite

frame fool you. Energetic and enthu-

siastic, Atkin is a tireless promoter of

Dixie State University who literally

walks, talks and embodies the Dixie

Spirit as she conquers yet another

fundraising assignment for her

beloved alma mater.

"When you live in a community,

look around and see how you fit in,"

Atkin says philosophically as she

happily shows a visitor the latest

improvements on campus.  "Find a

need, and if you can fill it, you do it."

Atkin's first introduction to the

Dixie Spirit began in 1963 when she

left her home in Lehi to attend then-

Dixie College on a music scholar-

ship. In those days, she says, study-

ing at Dixie College meant having

professors, staff members and a com-

munity that cared about the success

of students in all facets of life. It's an

attitude, Atkin says, that lives on

today and can best be described as

the "Dixie Spirit."

"It's a magical, not a tangible,

thing," Atkin says, while noting there

are physical enhancements to today's

university campus that exemplify the

evocative nature of the Dixie Spirit.

As co-chairs of the Centennial

Campaign, Cheri and her husband,

Ralph, have dedicated their time and

talents to improving the quality of

student life on campus by helping

raise funds for projects that augment

the learning environment here. 

Atkin points to the creation of

eight Memory Gardens, endowed by

DSU alumni and friends with an eye

toward honoring family members

and others. These shaded, red-rock

lined, enhanced learning areas with

Wi-Fi access accommodate outdoor

DIXIE STATE MAGAZINE14

dixie’s eight new

shaded, redrock-lined,

enhanced learning

areas with Wi-Fi

access and power

outlets, accommodate 

outdoor classrooms,

provide a cozy spot

for meditation, and

help preserve and

pass on beloved 

dixie traditions and

memories. 

by Nancy Perkins, ‘78Dixie State University's Fundraiser Extraordinaire

Cheri Atkin has been on campus, almost daily since April to supervise, encourage, and “get her

hands dirty” working on Dixie’s new Memory Gardens. Pictured above with Cheri at the Peter

Neilson Garden are (l to r) Ramon Gonzalez and Layton Ash, landscapers with Arbor Tech

Landscaping; and Mark Nowell, brick mason with Hughes Construction.



the Centennial Paver Project, an idea close to Atkin's heart.

Visitors to campus can already see some of these natu-

ral cut, stone pavers placed outside of the Jeffrey R.

Holland Centennial Commons building. Donors can select

a personal message to be engraved on a $600 paver and,

once approved by the donor and paver committee, the

engraving process ensures a timeless memory is preserved.

"We have started to create a central park within the

campus where there are open spaces, activity centers, pri-

vate areas and a place for students and the community to

feel like they are at home," Atkins says, adding there are

also plans for an 80-foot-tall University Clock and Bell

Tower just north of the Holland building. "But the Dixie

Spirit only works if we are unselfish and work together.

Let's be lifters together, not leaners."

Atkin's accomplishments are many and her organiza-

tional skills are legend. While she jokes that people may

be tired of constantly seeing her on campus promoting

DSU's virtues and pointing out its still-to-be-fulfilled

needs, Atkin maintains she is simply building on the

greater sacrifices of those who came before.

"We want Dixie State University to be a destination,

not a passing thought," Atkins says. "We need to pay for

endowment chairs, to help fund qualified teachers for

master's programs, and to let people know we want to

create something for everyone. When you are here, it feels

right. It feels like home and you will want to come back."

For more information on Dixie State University's

Centennial Campaign and how you can get involved,

visit www.DixieOnMyMind.org

Above: A wrought iron fence around the Memory Garden bears the new Dixie State

University logo. Above right: Students enjoy outdoor study time at the Les Olson

Memory Garden in front of the Udvar Hazy Business Building.  

Left: The Tom and Gloria Shakespeare

Family fittingly named their Memory

Garden, “Rebels Forever.” Each outdoor

study area has its own unique theme 

generated from special Dixie memories

families wish to preserve.
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earing the same

class ring her

grandmother,

Matilda “Mattie”

Woodbury Ruesch,

wore to her 

commencement

100 years earli-

er, Roxie Wright

Lee gratefully

accepted her

diploma this

past May, and a

Dixie legacy

came full 

circle. The now

burnished gold

ring brought a tear of gratitude to

Roxie’s eye as she humbly

explained its meaningfulness. 

“My grandmother inspired in

me a thirst for knowledge and

marked a great impression for

good upon my life,” she said.

“The ring represents her perse-

verance in learning and in life.”

Mattie Woodbury was

born in 1890. In her own

words she wrote, "I graduat-

ed from the 10th grade in

1907. There wasn't a

by Deborah Wirth, ‘03

Dixie
Scrapboo

k:

Influencing 

Generation
s

Roxie's great-grandfather John T. Woodbury was a 

founding father and revered instructor at Dixie Academy.

W

Members of Dixie Academy’s

First Graduating Class in 1913: back row (l to r)

John T. Woodbury Jr., LeRoy Hafen, George Seegmiller, Irvin

Harmon, Dilworth Snow, Eldon Snow; middle row: N. Henry

Savage, Florence Foremaster, Hugh M. Woodward, Principal,

Annie Atkin, Gordon Riding; front row: Persis Stratton, Karl

Snow, Effie Frei, Walter Cottam, and Mattie Woodbury.

Above:Mattie w
as in the firs

t-ever
 Dixie A

cademy grad
uating c

lass
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higher grade in St. George and no way to

finance my advance schooling up north.

So, at age 17, I received my teaching 

certificate and taught primary grades for

three years in Springdale until the Dixie

Stake Academy was finished in 1911.” 

Entering the new academy, Mattie

proved her devotion and desire to

acquire more education and, through

the years, generously shared it with her

family and her future students. Mattie

was a member of the first class of 16

to graduate from the Dixie Academy

in 1913. She was 22 years old.

After graduation, Mattie 

continued her education at Brigham

Young University, where she was 

honored as the university’s “most 

efficient student.” Many of her 

tenacious qualities can be found in

her granddaughter Roxie, as she, too,

steadily pursued her degree while raising eight 

children.  

"Roxie might be labeled by some as a ‘nontradi-

tional’ student,” said DSU English professor Sue

Bennett. “But to me, she represents many of the 

traditional characteristics often associated with

other student-scholars in the academic

world, such as dedication, intellectual

curiosity and determination. Her ability to

make connections between her educational 

Roxie was one of the 1,009 students who received their

diploma at Dixie’s first University Commencement.

Roxie was in the first-ever Dixie StateUNIVERSITY graduating class

experiences and her life  experiences are to be

admired.”

Roxie is quick to express what she feels many 

students feel: a deep gratitude for the remarkable tutors,

teachers, mentors, staff and administrators at Dixie State.

"I owe a great deal to their talents and attitudes,” she

said, “and believe those who helped found this 

institution would be very proud that, with our new 

university status, Dixie still values the individual and

promotes individual success.”

For Roxie’s family and the generations before,

Dixie has been well served by their devotion and 

talents. Roxie continues to be an example to her

children and grandchildren in her quest to be a

life-long learner. It won’t be surprising when a

granddaughter wears the ring to her future 

graduation—

the same ring

her great

grandmother

Mattie wore

100 years

ago. 

Dr. Philip Lee, Dean of Business and Communication, had
the honor of handing his wife her long awaited diploma.



DSU Staff member Brock Bybee ’09, is one young man

that Dixie can truly call her own. His life has been

changed forever through his experiences, friendships and

opportunities at DSU.  

Growing up, Brock was sandwiched in the middle of

eleven sisters, six older and five younger.  He was a student

leader at Roy (Utah) High School, and following graduation

he decided to venture out and find his own life away from

home and family.  

“Dixie just seemed to be the best fit for me” he

explained. “I was offered a leadership scholarship, got a

job in the PR office, and was set to go.” 

After earning his associate degree, and returning from

an LDS mission, Brock involved himself in student govern-

ment, becoming the student body president his senior year.

Throughout all his amazing accomplishments to this point,

Brock suffered from epileptic seizures, a condition he had

struggled with throughout his life.  

“When I was younger, medication seemed to handle

them but as I got older

the meds didn’t work and they seemed to be something I

couldn’t control, especially following my mission,” he

recalled.  “It was hard all my life because the seizures took

a lot of things away from me.  For example, I couldn’t play

sports, which I loved to do.  After ‘walking on’ to the basket-

ball team at Dixie my sophomore year I had to sit the 

season out because of my seizures. Really, they limited my

life in so many ways.”

The faculty, staff and students

by Susan Taysom

Extraordinary Staff

BroCK ByBEE

Extraordinary Student

Carlos Morgan
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“Affable” is one word that comes to mind in describing Carlos Morgan, the first 

student body president to lead under Dixie State’s new university status. It’s clear, when

encountering Carlos’ approachable personality, why the student body gave him the

leading vote last spring. “He is so respectful of others and always has unique ideas,”

said senior DSU student Taylor Topham.

"I grew up in two different cultures," Carlos explained. "I was born in the Philippines

and raised in Utah, but St. George is definitely home." After serving an LDS mission in

the Philippines, Carlos returned to Dixie State and became involved in clubs, serving as

education senator. He readily admits, though, he had dreams of coconut trees swaying

in the breeze and had submitted an application to BYU-Hawaii. "I know it sounds kind

Continued next page

by Deborah Wirth, ‘03

Brock was challenged by DSU co-worker and coach, CJ Ferguson,

to finish the half Ironman. Top right: The scare that changed his life.

Above right: Friend and mentor Jonathan Morrell watched Brock

receive his Master’s degree last year.

Continued on page 21

A few years ago, Brock Bybee was about as
unlikely a candidate to enter the Ironman
competition as they come. At that time,
there were days when he could last just a
few hours before the next epileptic seizure
would hit.



In the mid 1940’s when 12-year-old

Josephine and her family watched the

frightening Nazi occupation move into

their French hometown of Marseille,

little did she know that a few years

later she would be standing on

American soil ready to enjoy the

American dream. 

"It was a hard and scary time for

our family in those days. The Nazi’s

brought a lot of destruction and chaos

to France,” reflects Josephine in her

deep French accent. "Our lives were

changed forever. The Nazi’s were tak-

ing our young boys and girls for their

use with many just disappearing and I

could have been one."

Although very

young, she knew there

could be a better life

without fear—but not

in France where

opportunities for

young girls following

the amnesty were few and very limited.

So at the tender age of 19 she packed

her bags and with the blessing of her

parents left France forever and sailed to

the United States, arriving in NYC in

1946.  At 5’ tall, speaking very little

English and with only $32 in her pock-

of cheesy, but one day while sitting in

a DSUSA club meeting an idea came

to my mind: ‘What if you stay at Dixie

and do student government?’”

Campaigning for student body

president opened Carlos’ eyes to the

number of students who truly believe

in and support a good cause. "It also

pushed me to talk to people I normal-

ly wouldn't talk to,” he said. His cam-

paign slogan, “More from Morgan,”

reflected what he believes is needed at

DSU: “More” student input, “More”

goal achieving and “More” service

clubs so students have a place to

express themselves. 

“Carlos brings to his position three

years of student government involve-

ment, a great passion for Dixie State

and a love for the students,” said

Jordon Sharp, director of student

involvement and leadership. His

theme this year, “We Are Dixie,” aims

to build relationships with all Dixie

State enthusiasts including students,

faculty, staff, alumni and the commu-

nity. Carlos is a great leader and we

are thrilled to work with him.” 

Reading self-help leadership books

isn’t on every college student’s to-do

list but Carlos thoroughly enjoys them.

“Between rock-climbing with friends

and writing music, of course,” he said

with a laugh.

What are the future plans for this

communication major? “I enjoy the

college atmosphere, so maybe teach-

ing or administration. I’d also love to

create a non-profit.” But for now he is

content to relish every minute of DSU

life. The “More” the better! 

JosEPHinE KEllEJan

Extraordinary Volunteer
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et, she bravely headed out to find a

home, a job and a future. It took all

her courage, perseverance and French

stubbornness to succeed but succeed

she did as she finally found a home on

East 42nd Street and secretarial jobs

that kept her busy for the next 45 years. 

"My studio apartment was on the

9th floor and I walked ten blocks to

work every day,” Josephine remem-

bers. “It kept me fit. Even today, I love

to walk and hike."

After retirement she traveled with

friends to Utah and found the beauti-

ful, open valley of St George both wel-

coming and affordable. 

“I found a

new home and

new beginnings. I

wanted to get

involved right

away so I decided

to volunteer.  That

was 20 years ago

and I am still doing it today, I love it

and it keeps my blood pressure down!"

Josephine has served thousands of

hours with the St. George Volunteer

Center for over 20 years, focusing most

of her hours on sports and cultural

events at DSU including the Sears Art

by Susan Taysom

Invitational which she says is her

favorite.  

"I enjoy selling art to people who

love and appreciate it and also to raise

money for the University.  It is my

most favorite thing to do," she smiles.  

Her enthusiasm and sparkle—even

at the young age of 87—has made her

the show’s top salesperson several

years running, bringing in thousands

of dollars and sending over a dozen

paintings out the door. 

"We love our little French art

ambassador here in the Sears Galley,

says Kathy Cieslewicz, gallery curator.

She is truly one of a kind."

“It was a hard and scary
time for our family in those
days. The Nazi’s brought a
lot of destruction and
chaos to France. Our lives
were changed forever.”

With only $32 in her pocket, Josephine

bravely left France alone to find a home, a

job, and a future in the U.S.
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has continued his education, graduating with his

Master’s in Professional Communication from SUU in

2012.  He works for DSU as a recruiter and also finds

joy in being an adjunct instructor for the communica-

tion department. 

Since seizures are no longer an issue, Brock has

adopted the new label  of triathlete. “I really got into it

when my co-worker CJ Ferguson dared me to try compet-

ing—almost like a big brother would do,” he said. “Once

I started training, I was hooked!”  

In the spring of 2012 he completed his first sprint

triathlon in the Utah Summer Games and continued to

increase his distance every month after that. This past

spring he completed the official half Ironman in St.

George and is currently training for the full Ironman

next fall.

“There is something about putting in so many hours

and the reward you get from crossing the finish line,” he

said.  “The camaraderie that CJ and I, and other athletes

feel, cannot be described in words.” 

His life is different now but Brock Bybee is the same;

driven and motivated to achieve his goals and to pay for-

ward the gifts, blessings and love he found at Dixie—a

place he will always belong and call home.
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BroCK ByBEE, Continued, from page 18

were very supportive during this difficult time.  In class if

Brock had a seizure the professor would stop until he was

able to continue.  During intramurals if he had a seizure 

during a game, the referees would stop the game until he

recovered. He even had a seizure on stage right in the middle

of Commencement exercises when he was student body 

president. 

“Everyone knew what was going on with my life, and they

worked with me to handle my disability,” Brock said. “It was

incredible how many people loved and cared for me through-

out my college years.” This support, love and dedication from

everyone at Dixie were the reasons he pushed through to fin-

ish his education.  “I felt accepted and supported and knew I

wasn’t being judged because of my dysfunctional brain.”  

During his senior year Brock became aware of a new type

of brain surgery that could potentially end his seizures.  The

cost would exceed $80,000.  

“As a student with no insurance I thought I would be in

debt for a very long time,” explained Brock.  “I was so hum-

bled when the students, staff and faculty offered to raise

money to help. They raised over $18,000 for me —enough to

cover the surgery. You can’t script anything better than that I

tell ya, not in any Hallmark or Lifetime movie out there.” 

Since his life-changing surgery this amazing young man



This past September 14, Dixie State

Athletics, as part of its Hall of Fame

Weekend, recognized the 50th-

Anniversary of the only perfect season

in the history of Dixie Football, which

included the induction of the 1963

Rebel team into the Hall. Along with

the team reunion and the formal cere-

mony honoring the team, DSU

Athletics saved arguably the biggest

surprise of the weekend for the mentor

of that squad—legendary head coach

Sark Arslanian.

It was first announced at the Hall of

Fame Banquet, and again during half-

time of DSU’s home opener vs. Azusa

Pacific, that in honor of Coach Sark’s

impact and service not only to DSU

Athletics, but to the entire University,

that the playing surface at Hansen

Stadium would be forever known as

“SARK ARSLANIAN FIELD.”

It all started in 1947, while on a

trip with a friend to Arizona in the

winter to search for a college in the

sun to play football, Arslanian’s car got

a flat tire in St. George. A local resi-

dent asked the two young men where

they were going and when they said

were looking for a college to play foot-

ball. The resident told them about

Dixie College and its football team.

Upon hearing that, Sark and his friend

did not need to keep driving and knew

they had found a home at Dixie. 

In 1949, he graduated from Dixie

College after a two-year career as a

three-sport athlete. He played football,

basketball and ran track, and even

served as class president. Arslanian

then went on to earn a bachelor’s

degree from the University of Utah and

a master’s degree from Utah State

University.

He began his coaching career at

Central Junior High in Salt Lake City,

then continued at Union High School

in Roosevelt. He returned to Dixie

College in 1955, to become the athlet-

ic director and the head coach for the

football, track and baseball teams. His

arrival could not have come at a better
DIXIE STATE MAGAZINE22

Dixie StateSports
BY STEVE JOHNSON

DSU FOOTBALL FIELD NAMED AFTER COACH SARK ARSLANIAN

1963 Team Members (listed alphabetically): Mick Altmeyer, George Bayles, Dick Blake, Joe Blockovich, Jerry Bowman, Lee Bunnell,

Danny Cameron, Dave Castle, Lynn Christensen, Tom Crittenden, Tom Dimick, LeRoy Everett, Cordell Ferry, Bill Fields, Glen Gardner,

Leon Glines, Ron Glover, Mitch Gainer, Bob Halpin, Mark Hansen, Ron Haun, Jerry Haworth, Lowell Henrie, Roger Holland, Ted

Johnson, Loren Joseph, Clyde Lotta, Jim Moore, Jim Nielson, Paul Jensen, Kenny Knight, Ken Murasky, Paul Pace, Frank Parry, Ed

Phillips, Gary Rohmer, Larry Van Renselaar, Gary Sunderland, Johnny Shepherd, Jack Truran, Max Tea, Dennis Udy, Max

Vanderhoofven, Evan Wilson, Emmett Williams, Mike Wadsworth.

This year marks the 50th-anniversary of the only

undefeated and untied Dixie football season in school

history.Led by legendary coach and Dixie Hall of Famer

Sark Arslanian, the Rebels posted a perfect 9-0 record and

the ICAC title, which included a 12-7 triumph over nation-

al juco powerhouse Boise JC (now Boise State University).

1963 UNDEFEATED FOOTBALL TEAM ENSHRINED IN DIXIE STATE UNIVERSITY HALL OF FAME



Dixie State Athletics enshrined

four new members into its Hall of

Fame at a special induction ceremo-

ny banquet Sept. 14, in the Gardner

Center Ballroom.

The 2013 class included former

Dixie basketball star and head coach

Dave Rose; former Dixie State

women’s soccer coach Linda

Huddleston; longtime DSU official

scorer and timekeeper Ken Jolley,

and the 1963 Dixie College Football

Team – the only team in school his-

tory to record a perfect undefeated

season.

davE rosE was a two-sport star

at Dixie College and was a first-team

all-league selection in basketball and

baseball. He won the 1980 Region

18 batting title with a .421 average

as a sophomore. He then went on to

play two seasons at the University of

Houston, where he was a member of

the famed “Phi

Slamma Jamma” teams

with Hakeem Olajuwon

and Clyde Drexler. He returned to

Dixie as an assistant men’s basket-

ball coach under Ken Wagner for

three seasons before taking over as

head coach in 1990. In seven sea-

sons he compiled a 167-57 overall

record, led the Rebels to three

Scenic West Conference titles, and

was named the 1993 SWAC Coach

of the Year. In 1997, Rose moved up

the road to become an assistant

coach at BYU and was named head

coach of the Cougars prior to the

2005-06 season.

linda HuddlEsTon patrolled

the DSU sidelines for 11 seasons and

went 145-62-12 over her tenure. She

guided the Rebels to the 2003

NJCAA national championship and

was named NSCAA West Region and

NJCAA Coach of the Year for her

efforts. In 2009, she led Dixie State to

its first PacWest Conference title and

first NCAA tournament appearance.

For over 30 years, KEn JollEy

volunteered his time as the official

scorer and timekeeper at Dixie foot-

ball, basketball and baseball games

— more than 2,000 games overall.

He started his career working foot-

ball games in 1983, and wrapped

up his volunteer service at the 

conclusion of the DSU’s baseball

season last spring.

Ken JolleyDave Rose Linda Huddleston

DIXIE STATE ATHLETICS HONORS HALL OF FAME CLASS
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time as the institution was facing enroll-

ment and financial hardship. Arslanian

immediately went to work, as he

scoured the state of Utah searching for

young men to play football, knowing

that if he found good players, friends

and other acquaintances of those ath-

letes would follow them to Dixie. 

His plan worked, and as a direct

result of Sark’s recruiting efforts while at

Dixie, enrollment nearly doubled

which stabilized the college during a

time of financial uncertainty ensuring

the institution’s survival.

In 1965, Sark left Dixie College

and moved up the road to Ogden to

take over as head football coach at

Weber State. From 1973-82, he was

the head football coach at Colorado

State University.  He then became a

professional scout for the CFL and

USFL. He coached professional teams

in Milan, Italy, and Tokyo, Japan, and

introduced American football in his

ancestral homeland of Armenia. 

After his retirement, he coached

high school football teams in

Colorado, Idaho and at Pine View High

School in St. George. Coach Sark is

still noted as one of the most successful

of NCAA coaches. Along with his

induction into the DSU and DSU

Athletic Halls of Fame, Coach Sark has

also been enshrined into the Pop

Warner National Hall of Fame, Weber

State Hall of Fame and Utah Sports Hall

of Fame, and has been honored by the

All-American Football Foundation.

Coach Sark Arslanian mentored young men on Dixie’s football teams, including George

Staheli (left), on the ‘61 team. Sark’s recruiting efforts helped build needed enrollment.
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u JaroM CHrisToPHEr BroWn,

‘08, recently returned to St. George to

fill the role of an adjunct instructor for

the theatre department at Dixie State

University. While attending Dixie,

Jarom studied mainly in the theatre

department and worked on numerous

productions including Tartuffe, I Hate

Hamlet, Dancing at Lughnasa, An

Ideal Husband, Sleuth, and more.

Since departing the red cliffs of St. George after earning

his associate degree, Jarom was accepted into Utah Valley

University’s theatre program where he continued to perform

and received his bachelor’s degree with honors. While attend-

ing UVU, he met and married his wife Hilary. 

Upon finishing his undergraduate degree, he attended Mary

Baldwin College’s Shakespeare and performance graduate

program in Staunton, Va. There he studied Shakespeare’s

work and original practices, ultimately earning a master’s of

letters degree. He also co-founded “Roving Shakespeare,” a

travelling performance company, fulfilled a teaching fellow-

ship at MBC, and earned a master’s of fine arts degree with

an emphasis in directing, as well.

Since finishing graduate school, his article “The

Influence of Commedia in the Comedy of Errors,” was pub-

lished, and another paper was accepted into the Utah

Shakespeare Festival’s Wooden O Symposium. 

Jarom is extremely excited to be back in southern Utah

and grateful for the opportunity to teach at the place where

he developed most as a theatre artist.

Alumni Updates
u BEnJoE MarKland, ‘02,  recently

added two new children to his family

of three. Dixie Delena and Mateo

Sherwood were born June 8th in El

Salvador.  BenJoe and his wife,

Delena, live in San Salvador and

named their twins for two places they

love—Dixie and El Salvador. 

BenJoe first attended Dixie State

in 1997 and was heavily involved in

student government and activities.

After serving a two year mission for

his church in El Salvador, he returned

to earn an associate degree and was

elected student body president. He

was known for dressing up in red

paint and cheering at all sporting

events, even traveling to Kansas to

cheer on the team. He was chosen as

“Mr. Dixie” in 2002, and he even

stopped traffic in front of the North

Instructional Building to push the city

into building a cross walk.  Every 

D-Week and Homecoming he would

bring 10 to 20 students to attend

Midnight Program Bureau meetings

before the dance. 

“PB was one of my favorite parts

of Dixie,” said BenJoe. “Those

Midnight PB meetings helped me fall

in love with the

school.” But BenJoe

said the most

important event at

Dixie was when he

met his wife,

Delena Lewis (from

Hurricane) in the Gardner Center and

eventually married her in the St.

George Temple.

After graduation he went to

Weber State University and University

of Phoenix, graduating Cum Laude in

finance. Making a home in Ogden,

BenJoe and Delena stayed active in

the Northern Utah Chapter of the

Dixie Alumni Association where he

would bring his guitar to sing with the

Program Bureau folks. 

BenJoe worked seven years as

director of sales for an Ogden credit

union and was then offered a job in

2011 to start a call center in El

Salvador for a Roy company called

“Focus Services.” Starting with only

ten agents, he developed the company

into a 500 agent center in two years.  

Since they were first married, the

Marklands planned to name their first

baby girl “Dixie” in honor of the

school they love so much. Finding

they were expecting twins, they

decided to name the boy Mateo

(Mathew in Spanish) for their experi-

ence in San Salvador as well. 

Delena has thrown herself into

humanitarian work, volunteering at a

local children's home and helping the

children learn English. Their first two

children, Joseph and Dallin, are bilin-

gual and love life in Latin America. 

“My experience at Dixie has

made me who I am today,” said

BenJoe. “Everything from education,

sales, relationship building, and busi-

ness came from my days at Dixie.

Mentors like Donna Stafford, Bill

Fowler, and George Whitehead

helped me achieve my true potential.

I am thankful for all they did for me.”  

BenJoe and Delena dream to one

day return to St. George and refill

their shoes with red sand. 



Sinc

u Bryan THirioT, ’94, was appoint-

ed Executive Director of Five County

Association of Governments in May.

He will direct the association of gov-

ernments from Utah’s five southwest-

ern counties (Beaver, Garfield, Iron,

Kane and Washington) in aiding elect-

ed officials with regional challenges.

Bryan is a native of St. George,

and graduated with an associate of arts

degree from Dixie College. He then

transferred to Weber State University

where he earned a bachelor of arts

degree with honors in political science

with a minor in communication. At

Weber State, Bryan was elected and

served in student government his sen-

ior year.  He continued his education

at the University of Utah where he

earned a Master’s of Public

Administration degree. His research

project focused on the then proposed

annexation of Wendover, Utah, into

West Wendover, Nevada; or “Line

Dancing: Municipal Unification Across

State Borders.” This research was pre-

sented to the Western Political Science

Association in Oregon, and in Chicago.

Professionally, Bryan has over 15

years of experience working in the

congressional arena. He

worked for Senators’ Orrin

Hatch and Robert Bennett,

spending time in

Washington, D.C. on

Capitol Hill, and in the

northern and southern

regions of Utah. 

“Thanks to Dixie

State’s late history profes-

sor, Robert Slack, I

became interested in poli-

tics from his state and

local government college

class,” said Bryan. “He

was a state representative in

Washington County, and had some

really neat stories to tell with his expe-

riences in the Utah Legislature.”

While with Senator Bennett, Bryan

was able to contribute to legislation in

Congress that funded some of the

start-up of the new Southwest

Regional Computer Crime Institute

program for Dixie State University 

students.  

“It was a fun experience to work

with the legislative process and com-

pare it to my time in Bob Slacks politi-

cal science class,” he said.

Alumni Updates

u Jodi FullEr Cox, ’95, 

is truly a “star” alumnus from Dixie

State University. As co-owner of Star

Sign and Banner in St. George, she

has come full circle back to her

Dixie roots. Jodi grew up in St.

George and graduated with honors

from Dixie College in life science. 

“I loved my years at Dixie—it

gave me the foundation I needed to plan and move for-

ward with my future,” Jodi says.  

Following graduation and an LDS mission to the

Philippines, Jodi attended Utah State University where

she met and married Dave Cox. Jodi worked as a sign

assembler, but quickly moved into the graphic design

side of the business where she honed her creative abili-

ties for several notable sign companies in northern Utah.

In 2003, Jodi and Dave moved back to Dixie where she

began working for Star Sign and Banner.  There she

learned every aspect of the business, and in 2011 Jodi

and Tim Taysom bought the company. She became the

CFO and project manager.  

“Tim is the CEO and creative dreamer and I’m the

doer—and it works great!” she smiles.  

“Star Sign couldn’t provide the customer service we do

without Jodi,” Tim proclaims. “She is amazing!” 

Jodi and Dave are the parents of “almost” five children.

Their new baby girl is due in November and will be

another star in Jodi’s life.

Bryan is married to Kathy Bischoff

of Ogden, Utah, whom he met at

Dixie, and they are the parents of

three children. 

The Roger and Bonnie Thiriot fam-

ily of St. George has strong ties to

Dixie State. Bryan’s mother, the late

Bonnie Bracken Thiriot, graduated

from Dixie and was a member of the

College drill team. All of her children,

(six sons) graduated from Dixie

College. She served as student body

secretary for the executive council,

and came to Dixie on a yearbook

scholarship.

Bryan in Washington, D.C., at the top of the Capitol Dome

with the Washington Monument in the background.
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Working on “Sweeney Todd” under

Davenport’s direction, Smith discov-

ered a previously undiscovered love

for makeup design.

The makeup concept for

“Sweeney Todd” was to make the

characters onstage appear as if they

were in black-and-white, and Smith

spent hours comparing color photos

with black-and-white photos and

designing and fine-tuning until the

transformation from color to black-

and-white was flawless.

“He wasn’t satisfied until you

couldn’t tell the difference,”

Davenport said.

“One of the things that has

always been great about Guy in his

work is he’ll take a suggestion and

then just apply his own ideas and

creativity to it, and he’s just really

tenacious until the result fits his

vision,” Davenport added.

Smith’s “Sweeney Todd” efforts

paid off, and this early foray into

makeup artistry won him the

Formerly an actor on the local

scene, Dixie State alumnus guy

sMiTH, ‘10, was once a familiar face

on the local stages of Dixie High

School, Dixie State University, St.

George Musical Theater and

Tuacahn. But southern Utah, it

seems, wasn’t big enough to hold all

the talent this young man had to

offer, and Smith’s abilities have taken

him far beyond the red-hilled bor-

ders of Dixie to the place every the-

ater student longs to be: Broadway.

Having successfully transitioned

from actor to visual artist, Smith is

now working as a makeup artist for

the Tony Award-winning show

“Kinky Boots,” which is currently

playing on Broadway. And he isn’t

just any makeup artist; Smith is

makeup artist to the star of the show,

Billy Porter, who recently won a Tony

Award for his portrayal of lead char-

acter Lola. Smith has also served as

Porter’s makeup artist for promotion-

al work for the show, including tele-

vision performances on “The View,”

“The Today Show,” and a photo

shoot for Vanity Fair magazine, and

the Wall Street Journal.

“He’s always pushing himself,”

said DSU theater professor Varlo

Davenport. “There are people who

talk about doing things, and Guy just

goes. Of course, he’s talented, but it’s

just the degree of self-motivation and

self-starting that he has, in addition

to his talent, that has made him suc-

cessful.”

While Smith’s former theater

teachers—first at Dixie High School

and then at Dixie State College—

foresaw that this gifted young actor

had the talent to make it all the way

to Broadway, he arrived at the Great

White Way in a different capacity

than expected.

“I didn’t know his path would

lead on a technical journey to where

he is right now,” said Russ Saxton,

Dixie High School theater instructor

and Smith’s former teacher.

Smith starred as the lead actor in

almost every show while a student at

Dixie High School, Saxton said, and

he showed great promise as an actor.

As a college student at Dixie State,

he began in much the same way, uti-

lizing his talents onstage. But a

chance opportunity to test his abili-

ties behind the scenes led to a com-

plete change in direction for Smith.

“While attending Dixie and pur-

suing acting,” Smith said, “I hap-

pened upon the chance to apply my

artist talents by designing makeup for

the production of ‘Sweeney Todd.’”

Alumni in the News

From Dixie Fame to
Broadway Acclaim

Former DSU student, Guy Smith, transforms the 2013 Tony Award Best Actor Billy

Porter into “Lola” star of hit Broadway musical “Kinky Boots.” Smith has been dubbed

the “Picasso of Broadway.” “My make-up artist, Guy Smith, is a true artist,” said Porter

to the Wall Street Journal. “He paints my face like he’s Picasso every day.”

by Cami Cox, ‘08

p
h
o
to

 b
y 

R
ac

h
el

 W
ill

ia
m

s,
 V

an
it
y 

Fa
ir

 M
ag

az
in

e



DIXIE STATE MAGAZINE 27

prestigious national title at The Kennedy Center American

College Theater Festival in Washington, D.C. It was at this

festival that Smith met Randy H. Mercer, who became his

mentor and ultimately influenced his decision to

renounce acting for makeup artistry. Smith didn’t know it

at the time, but this newly forged relationship would also

direct his steps to the bright lights of Broadway.

Back at Dixie State, Smith changed his academic

focus from acting to visual art.

“I pulled the plug on acting,” he said, “enrolled in a

solid block of art classes and decided to become the

artist I wanted to be.”

Completely immersing himself in this new pursuit,

Smith stayed in front of a canvas for sometimes 16 hours

at a time, neglecting his friends and essentially shutting

himself off from the world in pursuit of his new dream.

It was in the midst of pursuing his art degree that

Smith received a call from mentor Mercer, who offered

the opportunity of a lifetime.

“My mentor called with an offer to work on a new

show he was designing,” Smith said. “I decided life is far

too short to jump through the hoops if the door is already

open to you.”

So Smith took the offered chance, sold his belongings

and made the big move to the Big Apple. He went to

work as an assistant under Mercer, who is the makeup

designer for the show, “Kinky Boots,” currently playing on

Broadway.

“He’s by far one of the most successful alumni that

I’ve had in 29 years of teaching,” Saxton said.

Though working on Broadway is certainly a big break

for Smith, the stage isn’t where he ultimately wants to stay.

“After ‘Kinky Boots’ I may stay in theater a little longer,” he

said, “but I plan on gravitating toward film and television.”

He’s made a good start toward that goal, having

already worked on a Super Bowl commercial with actor

Willem Dafoe and as a special effects makeup artist on

an ad for a new fragrance line.

As Smith continues forward in his career, his former

teachers can’t help but be proud that this Broadway pro-

fessional got his start right here in southern Utah.

Alumni in the News

Guy Smith gave Dixie State University Vice President Christina

Schultz a backstage tour after a performance of “Kinky Boots,”

which is currently running on Broadway.

u BECKy

aTKinson

sMiTH, ‘76, was

promoted in

May as the new

Dean of

Academic and

Community

Outreach. She

will oversee DSU's Academic and

Community Outreach programs which

include concurrent enrollment, online

coursework, the Hurricane Education

Center, cooperative work experience,

community education, and confer-

ences and workshops, as well as the

Institute for Continued Learning (ICL).

Prior to her appointment, she had

served as Associate Dean of Academic

Outreach since July of 2008. 

Becky has worked at Dixie State

for more than 30 years, both as a facul-

ty member and an administrator. She is

an associate professor and has taught

courses in the field of human relations,

computer applications, including oper-

ating systems and desktop publishing,

among many other subjects. In addi-

tion, she was chair of Dixie's

Computer and Information Technology

Department from 1997-2005, and

director of the institution's Computer

Information Systems program. Since

2006, Smith has also served as director

of DSU's Hurricane Education Center. 

"I am looking forward to expand-

ing my role at DSU in fostering stu-

dent and community involvement in

our programs," Becky said.

A native of Kamas, Utah, Smith

graduated with an associate of science

degree at Dixie College in 1976. She

then went on to earn a bachelor's

degree in business education at Weber

State University, and a master's degree

in secondary education at Utah State

University.



rashelle veater-Hermanek, 

1961-2012

“Now that she has

fully learned to

love others

unconditionally

and to be kind to

everyone, as God

asks us, RaShelle

has been called home to our Heavenly

Father,” wrote Phil Hermanek, hus-

band of Dixie State alumnus, RaShelle

Veater-Hermanek. She died peacefully

in her mountain cabin in Timber

Lakes, Utah, with her loving husband,

Phil, and loyal companion, Yukon, at

her side. RaShelle was born March 4,

1961 in American Fork, Utah, to Ned

and Wanda Veater. She attended

American Fork High School and grad-

uated from Dixie College in St.

George in 1981 with an associate of

science degree. 

RaShelle spent a large portion of

her professional career in advertising

including eight years at Meridian

Publishing in Ogden, and in the health

services industry, where she proudly

attained the position of medical sup-

plies dispensing coordinator in materi-

als management for Central Peninsula

Hospital in Soldotna, Alaska. While at

Meridian, she caught the attention of

"confirmed bachelor" Phil Hermanek,

magazine editor, and soon Phil

became her husband and soulmate for-

ever. The two enjoyed 15 years of

adventure, hiking, mountain biking,

skiing and kayaking, traveling, and set-

tling on Alaska's Kenai Peninsula for

eight years before returning to Utah. 

RaShelle was a longtime member of

the Veterans of Foreign Wars

Timpanogos Post 4918 Ladies

Auxiliary and a member of the

Daughters of Utah Pioneers Beehive

Remembering FriendsCLASS OF

Take a look at some
of the history from

the class being
inducted into the

Golden Generation
this year. 

u BY ASHLEE LEBARON, ‘04

I T WAS A

VERY GOOD

YEAR

DIXIE  NEWS

• College President is Arthur F. Bruhn
• Student Body President is Doug Hafen
• 1st Vice President is Janice Heaton
• 2nd Vice President is Ron Tate
• Sophomore Class President is Jeff Holland
• Sophomore Vice President is Durrant 

McArthur
• Freshman Class President is Jim McArthur 
• Freshman Vice President is Peter Doolin
• High School Sr. Class President is Don 

Andrus
• HS Sr. Vice President is Wayne Freeman
• HS Jr. Class President Stanford Bracken
• HS Jr. Vice President Lee Ence
• Homecoming Queen is Ilene Harmon
• D-Day Queen is Lana Kay Frehner 
• Preferred Man is Jeff Holland
• Co-ed of the Year is Lorelie Thomas
• The new campus is completed
• Chris Pella is named an All-American
• The Dixie Rebels secured “The Axe” and 

won the ICAC championship

WORLD  NEWS

• The first artificial heart is implanted in a
human

• Martin Luther King delivers “I Have a 
Dream” speech

• President John F. Kennedy is assassinated
• Life expectancy is 69.9 years
• Cost of a first-class stamp is $0.04
• World Series: LA Dodgers defeated the

NY Yankees (4-0)
• Beatlemania hits the U.K.
• Lawrence of Arabia wins Best Picture
• “I Left My Heart in San Francisco” by 

Tony Bennett is record of the year 
• AT&T introduces touch tone phones
• ZIP codes are introduced
• FM radio is now available for cars
• U.S., Soviet Union, and Britain sign a 

nuclear test ban treaty
• Audio cassettes are introduced
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lan Brookes ritz (Mar 15,1932 - Jan 28, 2013) Los Angeles, CA

Wesley ross (Oct 10, 1977- Feb 1, 2013) St. George, UT

delmer Hinton (Apr 2, 1924 - Feb 2, 2013) Salt Lake City, UT 

lillian ruth rust smith (Feb 24, 1919- Feb 6, 2013) Silver Spring, MD

dennis James sanders (Dec 14, 1952 - Feb 7, 2013) St. George, UT

Frank Bud allan (Mar 17, 1929 - Feb 10, 2013) St. George, UT

shirl Taylor neilson (Dec 4, 1926 - Feb 12, 2013) St. George, UT 

norman Hoyt Cox (Feb 16, 1927- Feb 12, 2013) St. George, UT 

george Berry Fry (Apr 16, 1924 - Feb 14, 2013) Ogden, UT

douglas Crow (Jul 10, 1943 - Feb 15, 2013) Provo, UT

george Mack olsen (May 13, 1924 - Feb 15, 2013) Bountiful, UT 

david seals (Dec 30, 1971 - Feb 16, 2013) Enoch, UT

Christina dekoning (Oct 14, 1942 - Feb 22, 2013) Ivins, UT

deaun Black anderson (Sep 11, 1926 - Feb 23, 2013) St. George, UT

alice Joyce dunn (Jul 2, 1948- Feb 24, 2013) St. George, UT 

Kevin Carlton Fortney (Oct 13,1990 - Feb 28, 2013) St. George, UT 

Enid Ence noorlander (Jun 20, 1921- Mar 1, 2013) Santa Clara, UT 

dorian lou graff (Mar 10, 1941 - Mar 4, 2013) St. George, UT 

doris lufkin (Jan 25, 1923 - Mar 5, 2013) Indianapolis, IN 

ida Tait (Feb 4, 1938 - Mar 9, 2013) Fredonia, AZ

James dell stanworth (May 13, 1927 - Mar 21, 2013) Hurricane, UT

alan andreas Farr (1948 - Mar 21, 2013) Sacramento, CA

dr. Walter a. Manch (Sep 14, 1931- Mar 22, 2013) St. George 

lloyd grant Jones (Aug 21,1927- Mar 22, 2013) Hurricane, UT

ronald Wayne leavitt (Dec 11, 1936 - Mar 24, 2013) Monroe, UT

Jonathan Murray Taylor (Feb 6, 1976 - Apr 4, 2013) St. George, UT

robert (Bob) Eugene Perry (May 5, 1930 - Apr 7, 2013) Washington, UT

george Howard Whitehead (Mar 6, 1915 - Apr 7, 2013) St. George, UT

ora Mae Terry Heywood (May 1, 1928 - Apr 12, 2013) St. George, UT

richard gubler (Mar 7, 1950 - Apr 13, 2013) St. George, UT

Patricia Hafen (Mar 5, 1931- Apr 19, 2013) Hagerman, ID 

rose Marie White Timmons (Aug 14, 1930 - Apr 20, 2013) Las Vegas, NV

afton gibson (Oct 30, 1919 - Apr 23, 

2013) Washington, UT

Kellie gubler (Sep 15, 1976 - Apr 24, 2013)

Washington, UT

Brian anthony varley (Jul 19, 1986 - 

Apr 25, 2013) St. George, UT 

William Moss (Dec 23, 1926 - 

Apr 28, 2013) Parowan, UT

Maxine spevak (Jul 30, 1920 - 

May 2, 2013) Cedar City, UT

William Henry gross (Jun 17, 1930 - 

May 3, 2013) St. George, UT 

In Memoriam
loleta Cox Jackson (Aug 12, 1930 - May 7, 2013) St. George, UT

Charles Patrick stark (Apr 8, 1969 - May 10, 2013) St. George, UT

leland Huntsman (Sep 28,1909 - May 12, 2013) Enterprise, UT

William Flowers (May 15, 2013) Cedar City, UT

reed sterling spafford (July 19, 1931 - May 15, 2013) St. George, UT 

Hal norton (May 12, 1929 - May 16, 2013) St. George, UT

Elizabeth Wilson (May 19, 1965 - May 22, 2013) Hurricane, UT

Mary g. stratton (Jan 28, 1926 - May 23, 2013) Salt Lake City, UT

Karma dungan (Dec 14, 1933 - May 27, 2013) St. George, UT

Jamie sears (Jul 3, 1975 - Jun 4, 2013) St. George, UT

daniel Pendleton (Oct 25, 1928-Jun 11, 2013) Ivins, UT 

Howard lowe (Apr 11, 1923 - Jun 10, 2013) St. George, UT

deloa Keenan (1939 - Jun 12, 2013) St. George, UT

William dunford (Nov 14, 1921 - Jun 13, 2013) Cedar City, UT

alfred Painter (Jun 19, 1914 - Jun, 2013) Dammeron Valley, UT 

ira C. stone (Jun 29, 1921 - Jun 22, 2013) St. George, UT

Jack Canfield (Feb 10, 1930 - Jun 23, 2013) Dammeron Valley, UT

r. Cline durfey (Aug 24, 1925 - Jun 25, 2013) St. George, UT

Mazel Keith Callister (Aug 2, 1934 - Jun 26, 2013) St. George, UT

lane Burgess (November 30, 1993 - June 30, 2013) St. George, UT

Mervyn sharp Bennion iii (Oct 30,1949 - Jun 30, 2013) St.George, UT

annelise Ence (Jan 11, 1915 - Jul 3, 2013) Santa Clara, UT

lester gubler (Dec 12, 1925 - Jul 4, 2013) St. George, UT

deborah Blake (Jun 14, 1950 - Jul 9, 2013) Ivins/Santa Clara, UT

nathan Whitney (Sep 19, 1985 - Jul 9, 2013) Washington, UT

Edith ann Hafen (Jul 26, 1942 - Jul 11, 2013) Panaca, NV

georgjanna Wood Johnson Jezek Woods (Jan 11,1951- Jul 11, 2013) 

Salt Lake City, UT

david Howard (May 9, 1953 - Jul 21, 2013) St. George, UT

Karleta riggs (Nov 2, 1949 - Jul 23, 2013) Hatch, UT

James E. Wade (Nov 12, 1926 - Aug 18, 2013) St. George, UT

Camp. She is also a faithful mem-

ber of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

All who knew RaShelle

described her as "sweet, kind,

gentle RaShelle," and say they will

miss her dearly. Funeral services

were held November 29 in the

American Fork 8th Ward Chapel.



NORTHERN UTAH
Vala’dee Hafen Tanner
801-467-1614 
etanner06@yahoo.com

LAS VEGAS  
Bryce Thiriot
702-401-1786

BOISE IDAHO
Rebecca Stucki
202-442-9008
rrstucki6@msn.com

IDAHO FALLS  
Marc Harrison
208 709-1636

NORTHEAST U.S.
Greg Prince
301-309-1844
gprince@erols.com

Marlon Duke
703-730-3889
Marlon.B.Duke@uscg.mil

PHOENIx
John Bowler
480-926-4392
johnbowler4@cox.net

JAPAN
Nana Miyakoshi
nanabigstar@hotmail.com

Above: The family of Blaine and

Katrine Smith Prestwich, ‘84, at the

Northern Utah Chapter Picnic.

Below: Angie, ‘01, and Jeff

Maynes, ‘98 in Northern Utah.

Send your mailing or email address, as well as those of classmates, to: larson@dixie.edu or call 435-652-7535.  

alumni aREa chaptER REpREsEntativEs
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Above: Don, ‘10, and Pam Shelline,

‘75, at the Northern Utah Chapter.

Top right: Brad Beckstrom, ’84, and

Sandra Jo Benson in Boise, Idaho.

Middle right: Bruce, ‘58 and Mary

Harvey, ‘58 (Bruce played football at

Dixie). Right: Patience and Cory

Atkin, ‘87, Boise Chapter Bar-B-Q.

Left: Tammy Elorriage, ‘80, and her

husband visit with Margaret Marshall

at the Boise event.

Alumni Chapter Events



Kalynn larson

Alumni Director

Hal Hiatt

Alumni Association President

Connor shakespeare

Past President

Margaret Marshall

Vice President, Membership

shauna ottesen

Vice President, Publicity

Board Members:

Austin Fackler

Russ Feller

Murray Gubler

Mary Hasfurther

Jeremy Hiatt

Travis Hoopes

Scott Hoopes

Timothy LeBaron

Kenny Miller

Elna Rae Page

Delmont Truman

Nick Turner

Kyle Wells

Back Row Left to Right: Nick Turner, Jeremy Hiatt, Connor Shakespeare, Murray Gubler, Elna Rae Page, Margaret Marshall, Timothy LeBaron,

Delmont Truman, Shauna Ottesen, and Travis Hoopes. Front Row Left to Right: Hal Hiatt, Kalynn Larson, Scott Hoopes, Kyle Wells, and Kenny

Miller (not pictured: Russ Feller, Mary Hasfurther and Austin Fackler).

DIXIE STATE UNIVERSITY Alumni Association Board

It's here!! This first Homecoming of Dixie State

University, and soon there will be a new brand-

ing campaign for DSU. Our school is all grown

up and there are some great things on the hori-

zon for Dixie. Though we may have graduated

with Dixie College, Dixie Jr. College, Dixie State

College, or Dixie State University on our diplo-

mas, we can be proud of the same ole’ Dixie that

we have loved through the years.

As part of the Dixie State University         

Alumni Board, I see such a great need for this organization

to further the cause of Dixie. The board consists of those in

the surrounding community and in the College community

who are willing to share their great talents. Our number one

goal is to make sure that the “Dixie Spirit” is protected and

always remembered.

Come be part of the first-ever Homecoming of Dixie

State University. It's going to be a blast with tons to do and

to take part in. Always remember Dixie and the great time

you had here! If any of you are doing great things or know of

someone from Dixie that has or is doing great things, be sure

to let us know. We love bragging about our Dixie Alumni!

Hal Hiatt, ‘93, DSU Alumni President

Dear Alumni and Friends of Dixie,

Alumni Board

facebook.com/DixieStateUniversity

youtube.com/DixieStateUniversity

twitter.com/DixieState

facebook.com/DixieStateAlumni
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dixie state university donors ron and nora axton have always had the attitude

that if you help others achieve their dreams, you will achieve yours. “it is gratifying

to know your are helping students,“ ron says. “dixie is now our community. We

are doing this because we are part of this community.”

ron graduated from Weber state College in 1966 with a degree in political

science—the first member of his family to earn a college degree. it took seven

years to get through school, but he doesn’t regret his hard work to stay in school.

a scholarship could have helped them

back then.  That is part of ron and

nora’s motivation for giving now.  They don’t want to have

anyone else have to take that long to get their degree.  Their

scholarship is an academic scholarship and athletes are

encouraged to apply.

The axton’s got involved with dixie because of dsu’s

community involvement. “dan ortiz and the soccer team

came to our house and did a service project. That was just the

nudge we needed,” ron says, and they have been connected

with dixie since that time. They are part of the dixie state

athletic alliance and attend all athletic events possible.

ron and nora retired in 1990 from Hill air Force Base

and moved from ogden, utah to las vegas and then settled in

st. george. nora is a golfer and paints “anything that doesn’t

move.”  she volunteers for the Huntsman senior games each

year and is involved with other activities.  ron and nora have

two children, five grandchildren and eleven great-grand children.

dixie state is thrilled to have the axton’s in the st. george

community and part of the dixie family. 

DIXIE IS NOW OUR COMMUNITY


