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It is exciting to witness the Centennial
Celebration of this great institution!  This year
marks the beginning of a year long celebration 
leading to Dixie State College’s 100th birthday.  

It is just as exciting to reflect upon the 
wonderful people that have made Dixie State

College what it is today.  I would like to publicly thank all of the 
wonderful alumni and friends of the college.  Thank you for being
believers...believers in yourselves and in this institution.  Some of the
early pioneers that came to St. George felt and thought the same way.
“They envisioned the importance of this new College and have rallied to
make it possible,” stated the 1916 yearbook.  As we look to the future, I
hope we, as alumni and friends, will also be believers.  

Please take time to come back to Homecoming and support the
activities.  Fill your shoes with the red sand of Dixie and catch the same
Dixie Spirit that existed when you walked the campus.  Our students are
receiving the best education under the sun, thanks to the efforts of many
of you.  They believe in you, our alumni and friends.

Keep making Dixie exciting, and thank you for your loyalty and
contributions to education.  

You are the heart and soul of Dixie!                                                                                 
.

— Kalynn Larson, ‘94, Alumni Relations Director

Message from the Alumni Director
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by Lyman Hafen, ‘77

egend has it that on a 
September night in 1911, a 

young man named Sam
Brooks slept on the steps of the new Dixie
Academy. He wasn’t in line to buy tickets
to a rock concert, nor was he waiting to be
the first to receive a handout. He simply
wanted to be the first student to register at
the school which would one day be known
as Dixie State College.

Since that bright fall morning in 1911
when Sam Brooks paid his $10 tuition,
thousands of students have passed through
the school affectionately called Dixie, stu-
dents who went on to larger colleges, to
universities, to medical schools and military
academies. They became lawyers, doctors,
historians and senators. They became great

building at the corner of Main and First
South. That $20,000 was truly a significant
offering. But the total cost of the building
was $55,000. The balance had to be raised
locally. And it was, as many area citizens
donated their life’s savings to the cause.  A
recently found donation list documents the
names of 149 people who donated
amounts from 50 cents to 25 dollars to pay
for the maple floor in the building’s audito-
rium.  Many of the donors were prospec-
tive students and most of the donations
were between one and five dollars. A centu-
ry later, the college continues to look to the
community to help augment funding nec-
essary to fulfill its educational goals.

teachers, poets, civic leaders, writers, corpo-
rate executives and university presidents.
Their destinies and accomplishments are
diverse, but they all share one thing in
common: the spirit that moved Sam
Brooks to sleep on the cold steps of the
academy that night 100 years ago, the same
spirit that has prompted thousands of
alumni and townspeople to share their
time, talents and financial resources with
the school that gave them their start. It is
the Dixie Spirit. 

Born of humble beginnings, Dixie
College, like most public institutions, has
always fought for survival. In 1909, the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
made the initial appropriation of $20,000
to construct the St. George Stake Academy

THE COLLEGE
a Community Built

L
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1911

1909

1912 1913

First president Hugh M. Woodward’s salary was

$1300 per year. Teacher Maude Snow earned $850.

Classes offered the first year: arithmetic, geography,

grammar, history, penmanship, reading, science,

spelling, and theology.

Originally known as the St. George

Stake Academy, people persisted in calling

the school the Dixie Academy. The

1913 yearbook was called,

“The Dixie.”

Sam Brooks sleeps
on the steps to be the first
student. A total of 135
students register. Tuition

was $10.

First “D” Day held. White

“D” is painted on the black

ridge west of downtown.

19161915

Dixie Academy

becomes Dixie

Normal College

LDS Church makes initial
appropriation of $20,000 to begin
construction of St. George Stake
Academy building on Main and First
South. Total cost is $55,000. The
balance is raised locally. Many 

citizens donate their life’s savings.

Dixie College 
Yell No. 6

When the b
all is 

flying thro
ugh the air

, 

Cedar boys 
are surely on a 

tear. 

We’ll do the
m up this ver

y day

So when they g
o home they will say

—We got beat
— (soprano

)

Got beat— (bass)

We got beat
  We got beat

 —

Got beat   
got beat  

Got Beat

Timeline

4
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Community and school persuades

Utah Governor to enable legislation transferring

Dixie Junior College from LDS Church ownership

to the state of Utah—but stipulates there will be

no state funds to operate the school for two years.

1933-351932 1933

1st scholarship funds of $750 and $500

are contributed to the college. Many other

residents donate awards and scholarships

from that point on.

1923 1930

During the Depression years it is

common for students to pay their tuition

in-kind with firewood, livestock or other

goods. I.H. Langston attends Dixie mak-

ing partial tuition payment of one pig.

Dixie Normal

College officially

becomes Dixie

Junior College. Still

owned and operat-

ed by the LDS

Church. 

1933-35: Dixie passes through its

“orphan years” with no money from

the state. Generous help from the com-

munity allowed Dixie to keeps its door

open durng these desperate times.

Dixie is more than aschool. It is a communityenterprise. It is a culturalcenter. It has been devel-oped through the self-sacrifice of the people.”Joseph K. Nicholes,College President, 1920-23and 1926-33

“
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The only housing

for students was trailers

affectionately known

as “Cockroach Terrace”

for men.

1946

Many of Dixie’s finest stu-

dents leave to fight in World

War II, some never to set foot

on Dixie’s campus again.

Enrollment dropped to 67

1940

Dixie
participates in
its first full year
of football. Stan
Watts begins
coaching 
football and 

basketball.

1942
6

1936 ROLL CALL

“Our class is

very cosmopolitan

in make up.” 

St. George 74

Washington 14

Santa Clara   7

Leeds 7

Gunlock 5

Rockville 4

Ivins 3

New Harmony   3

Virgin 3

Veyo 2

Hurricane 2

Springdale 2

Middleton 1

Motoqua 1

Parowan   1

Cedar 1

Arizona  3

Idaho 1

Total: 135

Community, faculty

and students form the Dixie

Education Assoc., raise

money for property for a

proposed new campus site

on the east side of town.

Dixie College Timeline

Yell No. 15

Thunderbolt and 

shrapnel shell

On the field of battle 

fell

Dixie College Yipsie Dang

Over the top bang! 

Bang! Bang!
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Arthur F. Bruhn becomes president of Dixie

Junior College and guides the institution through its 

transition years to the new campus on the east side of the 

St. George Valley. President Bruhn was popular with the 

students—sometimes he would accompany them on 

outings and play his ukelele as the students sang along.

1953 1954 1957

New gymnasium

on 700 East is first

building completed on

the new campus.

To be Continued . . . Part II
in the next issue of Dixie State Magazine.
Send your Dixie College memories from the

1961 - 2011 years to larson@dixie.edu

Dixie College 

Dixie Junior College

survives another crisis as the state threatens to close

school, but community support in building Dixiana

dorms convinces state of the College’s importance to

citizens of Washington County.

Some of the

greatest people
 I

have ever met in

my life are the

teachers I met

while I was a

student at Dixie. 

—Delmont Truman,

1951 Studentbody

President

To set the college teams

apart from the high school teams,

the nickname “Rebels” was

adopted.

1951

“

How

perilously close

Dixie Junior College

came on sever
al occasio

ns

to fading 
out of exist

ence,

especially 
in 1933 and

 1953. The

strong co
nvictions 

of this 

community made all the
 differenc

e.

. . . they 
would not let 

their 

precious school 
go. As an act

of pure will, they w
ould not

let it go."
—Orval Hafen,

State Senator, 

1953-1964

“



story by Diana Stanley, ‘09

Dr. Ami Comeford has a fascinating office
bookshelf.

Of course, most of it mirrors that of any other
English professor. Book spines proclaim the collect-
ed works of this dead poet or that British author.
What makes this bookcase interesting, though, is
the knick-knacks that seem out of place for some-
one who teaches from musty old books. Next to
Herman Melville’s Civil War poetry, Elvis snarls
sultrily in a black-and-white photograph. Beside
critical essays on women authors, a round button
proclaims cheerfully, “I’M A SLAYER! Ask me
how.” And if students become really bored while
they wait, they can play with a magnetic cutout of
Elvis, changing his clothes from the gold, spangled
jacket to his white, rhinestone-encrusted jumpsuit.

Throughout the tiny room, Elvis
wiggles his hips and Buffy the Vampire
Slayer wields her wooden stake. So
much for the spectacle wearing,
English nerd stereotype.

Extraordinary Faculty

For the average person, the sixth decade of
life offers excitement. The kids have grown up
and moved out of the house, the career has
reached its peak, and community standing has
been firmly established. Life feels good and
retirement looks promising.

Enter Don Shelline, 55 years old and not so
average.

For Don, all of the above held true,
but one feeling had always nipped at
his brain: “Why didn’t I finish college?”

Don began adulthood with the average
plan. At 17 he entered Utah State University to
earn an engineering degree, but he became dis-
tracted. A disc jockey gig with the student radio
station pulled him away from his studies, and
he soon jumped into the local radio market. 

Like so many college students, he fell prey
to what he calls “pick-up truck syndrome,” a
chronic condition in which students begin

Students who work with Stan
Everett down in the trenches of the
D-TV broadcasting truck would 
probably get a real kick out of learning
that their mentor used to be a regular
at the White House and witnessed
first-hand most of the major political
events of his youth…in full colonial
uniform and powdered wig. 

This would lead to the conclusion that
either Stan has aged remarkably well, or else he
is a man with some interesting tales to tell.
And you’d be right on both accounts. The man
is a character, and he doesn’t look bad for his
age, but to set the record straight, he doesn’t
predate the Constitution.

As Broadcast Communication Director,
adjunct professor, and overseer of D-TV (the

Continued, see FACuLty, page 10 Continued, see StuDent, page 11 Continued, see StAFF, next page
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AMI COMEFORD
Extraordinary Staff

STAN EVERETT
Extraordinary Student

DON SHELLINE
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community-based education station), Stan Everett is now more likely to be
sporting a Hawaiian shirt and jeans than the period costume he wore as a mem-
ber of the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps. Still even his nonchalant attire
can’t detract from the intense persona, the driving passion, the sharp wit, and
the impressive experience that has had a tremendous influence on the direction
of Dixie State College. 

Since coming to DSC in 1994, he has helped build the broadcasting chan-
nel from the ground up. “Stan convinced me that we could do a TV station
here like he was running in Cincinnati by going to the surrounding cities and
getting them to include a monthly $1 per customer surcharge on the cable bill
as part of an FCC controlled plan for educational access,” says Stan Plewe, Vice
President for Administrative Services. “It took us several years to get every city
to cooperate but thanks to the leadership of several key city leaders, Stan’s vision
took life.”  

Today, D-TV includes two television studios equipped
with state-of-the-art technology, and the addition of two
professional digital broadcasting trucks where DSC stu-
dents train on national broadcast standard equipment.

“The crucial piece of Stan’s original plan was to have
students operate the key elements of the station and shoots.
I’m so impressed how over the many years this simple for-
mula for delivering a great community product, while
teaching students a valuable skill, has withstood the test of
time, and the many challenges that Stan has faced along the
way,” says Plewe.

Even with a shelf of professional awards for himself and
his students, Stan is unlikely to own up to any one accom-
plishment without it causing him actual physical pain bar-
ring one exception—preparing his students for real life and
arming them with the experience they need to walk off
campus and into a career. 

“I know that Dixie’s program can stand up against most
colleges in the country. Our kids aren’t just standing
around holding cables for the pros, they’re shooting these
events and working alongside professional broadcasters,”
Stan says in deference to his
hands-on approach at D-TV.
“It’s nice and noble to go to
college just to get knowl-
edge, but those days are
gone. This is a hard industry
and it takes years to move up
the ranks.  Look how long
newscasters like Dick Nourse
are in it.  I get sent seven to
eight job announcements a
week because of the reputation and experience of our kids.”

However, handing the camera over to his students doesn’t make his life easier—more
interesting, intense, frustrating, humorous, certainly, but above all, more satisfying. “Stan
is at his best in the heat of a great football game when he is personally directing in the
production truck and the students in the truck and on the cameras are responding to the
voice of a pro.  He can make them laugh when they should be quiet and he can make
them grimace when they make a mistake,” says Plewe of Stan’s passion for what he does.
“With Stan at the helm as the director there is more action and show in the truck than
on the stage or on the field.”

To understand the passion that winds Stan Everett and keeps him going in a world
that doesn’t respect the rules of 9 to 5, and eats much younger men alive, it’s important
to know that it wasn’t just happenstance that an industry veteran of 20 plus years decided
to take a hefty pay cut and uproot his family to take on the task of swimming up river to
start educational broadcasting on Dixie’s campus. Because in fact it wasn’t a relocation
but a homecoming for Stan, and it wasn’t so much a choice as his roots pulling him back
home.

As a son of not one, but two Dixie College professors, he grew up the youngest of
four brothers who all preceded him at Dixie and he happily “never realized there was any

other option.” His father, E. Ellis Everett (or E3 Everett as he was better known) taught
mathematics and physical sciences, and his mother, Irene, taught German and was con- Continued, see StAFF, page 31
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STAN EVERETT

Extraordinary Staff

9dixie state magazine

Above: Stan Everett (far left) as a member of the U.S.
Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps in Washington
D.C., represented the country at every major memorial or
official ceremony, and some of the most important events
in the world, including the funerals for Robert Kennedy
and President Eisenhower, and the inauguration of
President Nixon. Above left: Everett (right) poses with a 
fellow Guard mate.

Dixie owes a great debt of gratitude to
a native son who loved Dixie College so
much that he came home and brought a
concept, an idea, and a plan that would
enrich the lives of an entire county and
college community. — Stan Plewe, Vice President

“

sidered, as Dr. Ron Garner explains, “the” musician of her
era and was a founding member of the Southwest
Symphony.

Stan attended Dixie High, “the only true high school,”
when the high school and college still met together, and was
among the first freshman class to attend college on the new
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Perhaps this juxtaposition of poetry and pop
culture explains why Ami is so well liked by her
students. In fact, they voiced that feeling loudly
in April 2010 by presenting her with Dixie State
College’s Teacher of the Year award. (Apparently,
voting her Advisor of the Year in 2009 did not
show their feelings well enough.)

Don’t let the forays into social trends fool
you, however. As Ami watches reruns of the
1990s television series “Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,” she does so with an academic eye.
“I enjoy the creative narrative,” she
explains with contagious enthusiasm. “It
was written by smart, literary people with
a handle on literary themes and mytholo-
gies.” She expounds on Buffy’s love inter-
est, Angel, and his metaphorical represen-
tation as a Jekyll-and-Hyde character. She
travels across the country to attend literary
conferences that apply critical theories to
the “text” of the series. She even wrote a
book (take a deep breath before read-
ing)—The Literary Angel: Essays on
Influences and Traditions Reflected in the Joss
Whedon Series, co-authored with Tamy Burnett.

Ami uses popular interests in her classroom
as well. To explain the difficult literary concept of
postmodern simulacrum—the idea of an imita-
tion replacing the reality it represents—she uses a
video of Johnny Fortuno, her favorite Elvis trib-
ute artist. “He’s an example of a person who’s
simulating another person and everyone is in on
it,” she enthuses. Elvis fans know how they are
supposed to behave at an Elvis concert, when to

scream and when to go to the stage for scarves. “The simulation becomes real for the audience,” she says.
“They know it isn’t, but they react the same way as if it really was Elvis.” By bringing literature and pop
culture together, she makes the intangible more concrete for her students.

Ami further connects scholarship with entertainment as the chapter advisor to Alpha Pi Epsilon,
Dixie State’s chapter of the national English honor society, Sigma Tau Delta. The selective academic club
works as a service organization, promoting literacy on campus and in the wider community. It also pro-
vides students with camaraderie and opportunities for networking and scholarship. Despite its bookish
sound, Alpha Pi Epsilon was a finalist for Dixie State’s Club of the Year award this year, a sure sign that it
is thriving under Ami’s leadership.

Ami likes to bring such widely varied interests into her scholarly pursuits because she believes in
encouraging curiosity throughout all disciplines.
In fact, Ami began her own college career as a
political science/history major and only fell into
English by happy accident. She even spent time
before graduate school in Washington, D.C. as
an intern for the U. S. Senate. (She happened to
be working on the Hill the day Monica
Lewinsky’s scandal broke. “It was not a good
time to be an intern,” she laughs mischievously.)

With a love of political history, it seems
fitting that Ami’s favorite literature comes from
the American Civil War. She not only enjoys the
time period’s artistic aspects, she is drawn to the

story of human tragedy and the war’s effect on the American consciousness. 
“The Civil War changed the way we Americans see ourselves,” she says, “and how we see the founding

documents and concepts, largely because of the way Lincoln presented the war to the people.” Using the
writings of the time, she likes to trace those shifting ideas and what the war means to different people in
different areas of the nation.

As Ami describes her eclectic passions, one thing connects them all—an energetic pursuit of making
the text accessible to everyone. She may be sitting behind a broad desk as she speaks, but the zeal in her
petite frame takes center stage. 

A former student once wrote in an evaluation, “Dr. Comeford is just too enthusiastic for an
English teacher.” Apparently the young scholar fell prey to the old stereotype and expected a dry
voice and ink-stained fingers. But Ami touts that critique proudly now. She declares, “I am adamant
in my belief that even English teachers can be enthusiastic!” u

Perhaps the juxtaposition of poetry and pop
culture explains why Ami is so well liked by
her students. In fact, they voiced that feel-
ing loudly in April 2010 by presenting her
with Dixie State College’s Teacher of the
Year Award (she was also voted Advisor of
the Year in 2009 by the students).
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AMI COMEFORD

Ami Comeford sits at the desk in her McDonald Building office, surrounded by Elvis, Buffy,
Star Wars characters, GI Joe and Barbie. She uses popular culture and interests in her English
classrooms to explain and illustrate difficult literary concepts.

Continued from page 8
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working to pay for cars and gas and other little
niceties until the need to earn overcomes the
need to learn.

Fortunately for Don, earning in radio came
naturally. He quickly discovered that while
DJ’s get all the glory, the real money lies in
marketing and sales. He also found he had a
talent for commercial production. 

By 1991 Don had climbed the radio ladder
to General Manager for Simmons Media
Group, a Salt Lake City-based radio conglom-
erate with markets throughout the western
United States, where he oversaw activity for
eight radio stations from Cedar City, Utah, to
Mesquite, Nevada. Eventually he left Simmons
Media to start his own highly successful adver-
tising agency and production studio.

At this point the average person would feel
contentment. Don did not. Despite his years
of financial and personal achievement, Don
carried a seed of embarrassment. “It may seem
kind of silly,” he smiles, “but for many years I

listened to people saying, ‘I graduated from’
wherever. I would say, ‘I went to Utah State,’
and hoped that would cover it.” 

Then he heard former Dixie State College
President Lee Caldwell remark that Utah is
“notoriously behind” other states in the num-
ber of high school graduates that do not finish
college. The notion of finally earning his
degree tugged at him.

At first the thought of returning to school
seemed overwhelming—too much time and
too much money for something he really did
not need. The Communication Department
professors inspired him, though. “Many of the
things that seem like road blocks,” Don
emphasizes, “can be worked around, including
financial. I’m amazed by the number of ways
students can get help.”

So Don enrolled at Dixie
State, but again he departed
from the average path. Moving
away from his years of experience
in radio, he decided to branch
into something new and joined
the film program.

At that time Dr. Steve
Armstrong in the English
Department was creating, Return
to Little Hollywood, a documen-
tary on Kanab, Utah’s filmmak-
ing history. Don signed on as the
project’s sound boom operator
and sound mixer, an experience
that he calls his “baptism by
fire.” 

This kind of hands-on
experience has made Dixie State
dear to his heart. “There are
other schools that have impres-
sive programs and great facili-
ties,” Don points out, “but
there’s nothing like jumping in.

11dixie state magazine

There are other schools that

also have impressive programs

and great facilities, but there’s

nothing like jumping in. At Dixie,

you’re right there in the middle

of it very quickly..” —Don Shelline,

2010 graduate and CMI General Manager

“

DON SHELLINE

Extraordinary Student

Above: Don Shelline (right) sets up film and sound equipment on location in Veyo, Utah, with
communication professor Phil Tuckett in preparation to shoot the movie, “Rebels Forever:
History of Dixie College Football.”

Flyers . . to Rebels . . to Red Storm

produced by Phil tuckett (‘66),
retired VP, nFL Films, 33 emmys

OWN THE DVD • $15

PiCk uP your copy:   
Stephen & marcia Wade Alumni House 
684 e. 500 S., St. george

ORDeR your copy: (435) 652-7535

1937~ 1964
Rebels Forever

HiStORy OF Dixie COLLege FOOtbALL

don’t miss the story of the journey from

Continued, see page 13
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Education has always been a priority in
Utah’s Dixie. When the original Mormon settlers
arrived late in 1861, schools were built before
homes. Teachers were paid before butchers, black-
smiths or bakers. The birth of Dixie College in
1911 was made possible only by the unselfish atti-
tude of Dixie’s citizens. Thousands of dollars were
raised locally to construct that original building,
thousands of dollars in a town where a dollar rep-
resented gallons of dripping sweat. Many reached
deep into their meager savings, others did their
share through donated labor, some contributed
materials or food or a place for workers to stay.
The “Dixie Spirit” became synonymous with loy-
alty, pride, and sacrifice.

In 1930, when it became necessary to raise
tuition fees to $60, it became more and more
financially difficult for some students to attend
college. That year, as echoes of the stock market
crash still rolled across America, Dixie
received its first scholarship donations.
Seth Pymm contributed $750, and
William Gardner gave $500. They
began a tradition that continues today.

In 1932, I.H. Langston attended
Dixie, making partial tuition payment
of one pig delivered to O.K. Market.
During those Depression years it was
not uncommon for faculty members
to be paid partially in firewood, live-
stock, vegetables in season, and other
goods.

Between 1933 and 1935, Dixie
College literally became an orphan as
the LDS Church withdrew its support
of the institution and the State of
Utah showed little interest in taking it
over. A committee of community
members worked tirelessly to convince
the state to assume ownership of the school,
which the state finally agreed to, but operational
funds would not be forthcoming for two years.
Dixie survived those two years through the gener-
ous help of the community, spearheaded by a
group known as the Dixie Education Association.

Through the years, Dixie has learned to deal
with adversity, and at the same time, continue to
deliver its students a quality education. The college
has always been known for its excellent faculty, a
tradition which began with devoted and talented
teachers in 1911, and continues today with profes-
sors whose credentials could carry them to posi-
tions in the country’s most prestigious universities.
Yet the Dixie Spirit holds them here.

In 1936, Dixie College began to operate as
an extension of Dixie High School. Two years of
high school and two years of college were con-
ducted in the same building. High school stu-
dents continued into junior college with no real
separation between the two. This arrangement

continued until the early 1960s when the college
moved to its new campus on the east side of
town, and the high school got its new building on
700 South.

For many years during the 1930s and ‘40s,
the college’s potential was limited due to a lack of
housing for students from outside the local area.
The only housing available during those years,
other than boarding with local families, was trail-
ers on the site of the present day Dixiana dorms,
and some temporary housing units on the west
side of town. The trailers were known as
“Cockroach Terrace” and the other units were
known as “Termite Terrace.” During those years
the male population at Dixie was much larger
than the female. Once again the Dixie Education
Association, or in other words, the citizens of
Washington County, came to the college’s aid to
purchase the property where a women’s dorm,
called Dixiana, could be built. Citizens dug deep
into their pockets, and faculty and administration
rolled up their sleeves to work on-site. Excavation
began in 1950. The project became another sym-
bol of the community’s commitment to Dixie
College and was one of the main factors in keep-

ing the school alive during another crisis similar to
the one in the mid-1930s.

With GI benefits terminating for many stu-
dents, enrollment was low in the early 1950s. There
was a growing feeling in the legislature that two col-
lege programs within 50 miles of each other in the
southwestern corner of the state were more than
could be justified. The legislature passed a bill pro-
posing that the state transfer Weber, Snow and
Dixie Colleges back to the LDS Church. Because of
the state’s meager funding of the school for so many
years, many area residents were in favor of transfer-
ring Dixie back to the Church. In 21 years, the
state had erected no new buildings, and it was a
continuous struggle for the administration to keep
the school going.

On one occasion, Governor J. Bracken Lee
actually visited the campus to inform administra-
tors that Dixie’s doors would have to be closed.
After learning that the new Dixiana dorms had
been constructed entirely from community funds
and volunteer labor, with no support from the
state, the governor changed his tune, realizing how
much the school meant to the community.

During the early 1950s the state finally appro-
priated funds to build a new gymnasium
for Dixie College. Plans were already under
way to begin a new campus on the east
side of St. George.  The Dixie Education
Association had raised enough money to
purchase six city blocks encompassing the
area where the first St. George settlers had
camped upon entering the valley in 1861.
So with locally raised funds the new cam-
pus was purchased and given to the state.
After the Korean War, in 1955, work
began on the gymnasium at the corner of
700 East and 300 South. It was completed
in time for the 1957-58 school year, and
Dixie College began a new chapter with
one lone building surrounded by sagebrush
and alkali.

In 1959, funds were appropriated to
build the Fine Arts Center north of the
gymnasium. When funding shortages sur-

faced, Dixie’s administration again benefitted from
the generosity of the local citizens as money was
raised through the Dixie Education Association.

Athletics also played an important role in the
college’s vitality during the late 1950s and early
1960s. Due to continued low enrollment, it was an
ongoing struggle for the college to convince the leg-
islature it should stay open. Coach Sark Arslanian,
who came to coach football at Dixie in 1955 and
stayed until 1965, recalls how numbers were dwin-
dling and pressure to close the school was an every-
day concern. He began a recruiting effort through-
out Utah to bring young men to Dixie to play foot-
ball. The football program, which had experienced
little success on the college level, began to grow and
flourish. By the end of the 50s, Dixie had a nation-
ally recognized football program and was churning
out All-Americans every year. New dorms were
built, new buildings popped out of the ground, and
Dixie College took on new life.

THE COLLEGE

Continued from page 3

aCommunity Built

Annie Johnson, a legendary St. George
woman of the early 1900s, was working
as a cook at a lumber mill in Pine Valley
in 1910. One day the foreman pointed
out an unusually large ponderosa pine
tree near camp and told Annie he would
give her twenty dollars and all the lumber
in the tree if she could cut it down.
Annie did not hesitate, for twenty dollars
was a mighty sum in those days.  With
amazing strength and skill she not only
felled the tree, but did it much quicker
than the lumberjacks in camp could have
ever imagined.  True to his word, the fore-
man gave her the twenty dollars and all
the milled lumber from the tree.  When
the lumber arrived by wagon in St.
George it was commandeered by the
builders of the Dixie Academy building.
Annie Johnson’s “donation” of lumber
became the front original steps in the hall
of the building.  
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Carol Sue Harris left her
career as a professional
river guide and park
ranger to take up an 
exciting new challenge in
Dixie’s nursing program.

Don Shelline shared his 
experience with students
at  DSCs Center for Media

Innovation while he 
earned  his bachelor’s 
degree — then was 
hired as the general 

manager.

Diana Stanley combined
motherhood and academics
so successfully, she was
named  Valedictorian.

explore.dixie.edu       435-652-7590

• Lowest 4-year tuition rates in Utah
• 15 Bachelor’s Degrees and 25 Associate 
Degrees & Certificates offered

• Personal attention from faculty, with small
class sizes (22:1 teacher to student ratio)

• Re-entry student scholarships available

of academic excellence

DIXIE STATE COLLEGE

who is going

BACK TO COLLEGE?

How About
YOU?

Professional River Guide and 
Park Ranger

Popular Radio and Media 
Personality

Stay at Home Mom

You’re right there in the middle of it very
quickly.”

He wanted to pass on that kind of
tangible experience to other students.
During his undergrad time, Don used
his business contacts to help former
adjunct professor Paul Bulkley establish
Dixie State’s classical radio station,
KXDS 91.3, and get it streaming online.
(Listen to it at www.dixie.educlassical91)

Then, after receiving his BS in
Communication in Digital Film
Production in May 2010, he accepted
the position of General Manager for the
Center for Media Innovation (CMI), a
functioning business within Dixie State’s
Communication Department that
immerses students in the real world of
radio, film, television and newspaper.
“CMI is where we teach people to really
be out there,” Don says with excitement.

Dr. Randal Chase, whom Salt Lake
City radio listeners knew as Randy Chase
on Rock 103, brought the model for
CMI from Salt Lake Community
College. Don explains, “It’s not new, but
it’s hard enough to do that it’s not uni-
versal.”

At CMI, students receive salaries for
running a commercial enterprise, and
they sell the underwriting for the pro-
gram as advertising revenue. Because
undergrads are not always on campus,
however, a skeletal crew of professionals
stays on hand. This crew not only keeps
the business running smoothly, it
removes some of the pressure from inex-
perienced students and, more important-
ly, provides mentors who can model pro-
fessional skills and behavior.

“CMI gives businesses people they
can use,” Don says proudly. By plunging
undergrads into the media world, CMI
helps Dixie State fulfill its commitment
to the community. “We make it as real as
possible here,” he adds, “so students can
walk into local companies and work.”

CMI has been so successful, in fact,
that Hollywood commercial and film
producers have begun using its facilities.
And Utah’s Office of Economic
Development touts it to relocating com-
panies as another reason to choose south-
ern Utah.

As innovative as CMI is for Dixie
State, Don’s next step is to push for high-
er quality so this program not only
meets, but exceeds the standards of larger
schools. 

Of course, most people would be
extremely pleased simply with helping to
establish an entirely new teaching facility
at a state college. But that would be aver-
age, and Don does not do average. u

DON SHELLINE

Extraordinary Student

Continued from page 11
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Homecoming
Alumni
Banquet

speaker, Elder
Steven E. Snow, ‘71,
will address alumni
and guests at the
annual event on
Saturday, October 9,
at 6 p.m., in the
College
Gymnasium.

Elder Steven E.
Snow was called to
serve as a member
of the First
Quorum of the
Seventy of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in March of 2001. He
currently serves as a member of the
Presidency of the Seventy and has
supervisory responsibility for the
Utah Area. Elder Snow previously
has served as Executive Director of
the Priesthood Department and as
president of the Africa Southeast
Area of the Church.  

Prior to his call to serve as a full
time General Authority of the
Church, Elder Snow was a senior
partner in the Utah law firm of
Snow Nuffer.  Elder Snow has been
actively involved in the support of
education, having served as a mem-
ber and president of his local school
board, Chairman of the Utah State
Board of Regents, and Chairman of

the Western States Commission of Higher
Education. 

The St. George native attended Dixie
College and earned his Bachelor’s degree in
accounting at Utah State University and his law
degree at Brigham Young University. Elder
Snow has fond memories of growing up in St.
George and of his time at Dixie College.  

He has served the Church as an Area
Seventy in the Fifth Quorum of the Seventy for

2009 Homecoming photos (top): 1959 alumni

ride in the 2009 Homecoming parade; (above)

alumni join President and Mrs. Nadauld for the

community breakfast at the Stephen and Marcia

Wade Alumni House, and nab front row seats

for the parade.
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ALUMNI HOMECOMING
ASSEMBLY
Friday, October 8 
10:00 a.m.
Eccles Concert Hall, free!

Join your friends of yesteryear 
for a fun walk down memory
lane at the Alumni Assembly 
and Variety Show.

Diane Hafen and Titine Winsor “act” as MCs
during 2009 Homecoming Alumni Assembly..

Don’t miss this!

the Utah South Area.  He also
served as a bishop, stake president
and as mission president of the
California San Fernando Mission.
As a young man he served as a mis-
sionary in the North German
Mission. Elder Snow and his wife,
Phyllis Squire are the parents of
four sons.

2010 DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI AWARDS

SPENCE AND OLIVE ESPLIN
will be honored at Homecoming as
2010 Distinguished Alumni. Since
it is rare to see Olive without
Spence, or Spence without Olive, it

is fitting that they are being honored together at
Dixie State. Spence and Olive have a deep love
for Dixie College and value its presence in St.
George.  At the time of Olive’s retirement they
had donated to every building project at Dixie
College, dating back to even the purchase of the
land the College is built on today.  Dixie
College has been an integral part of their 64
years together, and will continue to linger in the
hearts of their posterity. As stated in a family
biography, “As we see it now, it is neither Dixie
College without Spence and Olive, not Spence
and Olive without Dixie College in their legacy.”

Olive was born to George and Flora Brooks,
Jr., the eighth of nine children. She was born
with Dixie Spirit in her blood.  Her grandfather,
David H. Morris, was one of the founders of
Dixie College, and her uncle, Sam Brooks, was
the first student to register at Dixie College.
Staying at home as a mother she still found time
to volunteer in the Dixie College Theatre
Department as a costume seamstress.  After her
Down Syndrome daughter Misty was born,
doctors encouraged her to help her daughter
become independent, so it was only natural and
fitting she go to Dixie College majoring in Art.
She graduated from Dixie and then attended
College of Southern Utah.  Later she was hired
by Dixie College Theatre Department as a cos-
tumer and instructor.   

Since her retirement Olive has spent her
time as a historical researcher for several noted
artists in the southern Utah area.  She also
enjoys painting (watercolor), and sewing.  

David Spencer Esplin was born to Raymond
David and Lucy Heaton Esplin, and  grew up
on the Arizona Strip where he attended school
in a one-room school house. His community
and church service has been broad and vast. As a
young father he was a PTA volunteer, 4-H
leader, and Sunrise Little League President. Later
he volunteered for the Association for Retarded
Citizens (15 years) and as a Wilderness Trial
Rider for the U.S. Forest Service at Pine Valley
Mountain.  Recently he has been a historical
advisor for the BLM Rangeland Resources Team
(14 years), and was honored as the BLM

HOMECOMING 2010

Elder Steven E. Snow
2010 ALumni
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Hurrah for Dixie!



MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
11-1 p.m. Homecoming Week Kickoff

Gardner Plaza

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
7 p.m. Homecoming Queen 

Pageant
Eccles Mainstage Theater, $10

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6
4 p.m. Student Service Project

Paint “D” Road

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
7 p.m. Powder Puff Football Game

Hansen Stadium, no charge

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
10 a.m. Alumni Assembly

Eccles Concert Hall, no charge
12 Noon Golden Generation 

Luncheon & Program
Class of 1960 to be inducted. 

Gardner Center Ballroom, $11
7 p.m. Dixie Alumni Reunion Party

Enjoy a Bar-B-Q and find classmates! 
Wade Alumni House, no charge 

Midnight 5K Run
Encampment Mall

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
7-8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast

(pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon)

Town Square
8:30 a.m. Founder’s Day Assembly & 

Hall of Fame
St. George Tabernacle

10:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade
100 South to 700 East

11:30 a.m. Alumni Tailgate Party
Wade Alumni House, no charge  

1:00 p.m. Football: Dixie State vs. 
Western Oregon University 
$7 (purchase at box office)

6 p.m. Alumni Banquet
Speaker: Elder Stephen E. Snow
Gymnasium, $13 ($18 includes 
banquet and dance ticket)

7:30 p.m. Centennial Ball 
Dance to music of “Beatles Imagine
Band” and DSC Jazz Band
Gardner Center, $15/couple 

Midnight True Rebel Night
Fountain

2010 HOmeCOming eVentS

Reserve your banquet table ASAP. Gold, Silver
and Bronze sponsor tables available. All funds 
go to the student alumni scholarship fund. 
Call Hal Hiatt, 435-673-2111.

Purchase tickets for Luncheon, Banquet, and
Centennial Dance at the Wade Alumni House. Call
435-652-7535/7538, or email larson@dixie.edu

COME JOIN THE
PARTY!

Friday, Oct 8
7 p.m.

at the Wade Alumni House

• For ALL Alumni
• Find friends and celebrate 

Homecoming together
• Bar-B-Q and socializing
•  It’s FREE! 

d i x i e

Reunion
Party

alumni

Spence & Olive Esplin
DiStinguiSHeD ALumni AWARD

Jay & Sharon Blake
DiStinguiSHeD ALumni AWARD

Arizona Strip Outstanding Volunteer.  Many
have seen him play the part of Erastus Snow in
the St. George Live Tours where he has per-
formed since its beginning. His service and mer-
its in the Boy Scouts of America span from
Assistant Scout Master, to the District Council,
and he also received the Silver Beaver Award. In
his church he has served as a youth leader, adult
leader, and LDS bishop. 

Spence also served his nation in the U.S.
Navy during WWII two and a half years, the
majority on the battleship, USS Iowa in the
South Pacific. 

After retirement Spence worked for the
Dixie College Art Department where he gained
an even deeper appreciation for Dixie College
and its students.  Education is very important to
Spence—it is not uncommon for him to finan-
cially assist youth in their educational pursuits.
He encourages young people to go to college to
get the education he never had the chance to
secure. He served as a member, and president of
the Dixie College Alumni Board.

Spence enjoys photography and has taken
the opportunity to record his memories of the
Arizona Strip.  His writings have been donated
to the special collections in the Dixie College
Library. 

Together Olive and Spence have served as
missionaries for the LDS Church and as temple
ordinance workers, as well as care givers at the
St. George Care Center.  They are the parents

of seven children, Kiplin Max (deceased at
age 6), Dr. Nicholas D. Esplin (Judy), Dr.
Stefinee E. Pinnegar (Fred), Degory Esplin,
Tyler Esplin (Patti), Franece E. Stucki, MEd.
(Wayne), and Misty Esplin. They are the
grandparents of 19 grandchildren and 22
great-grandchildren. 

SHARON AND THE LATE DR. JAY
BLAKE will be honored as Homecoming
2010 Distinguished Alumni. They have both
been ardent supporters of the college and its
community mission, serving on the alumni
board, supporting college activities, and
donating both time and resources to the
College’s causes. At the time of his death, Dr.
Blake was serving as volunteer adjunct facul-
ty to the DSC Dental Hygiene Program
where he had served since 2002.

Jay and Sharon have seen Dixie College
move from the old red rock campus, where
they were combined with the high school, to
the new campus in its infancy (before there
was grass), to its current position as a for-
ward thinking four year college that still
believes in quality education with a personal
touch; and, soon to be, University. As the
College has moved forward, Jay and Sharon
supported its progress while, at the same
time, advocating for the maintenance of the
“Dixie Spirit” and “Dixie Traditions.”  
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Dixie State College  Founding Fathers
Dixie State College  Founding Fathers

To Dixieites tried and true, there are eight

names that may be familiar: Edward H. Snow,

Thomas P. Cottam, George F. Whitehead, James

G. Bleak, David H. Cannon, Arthur F. Miles,

David H. Morris, and John T. Woodbury.  They

are the Founding Fathers of Dixie State College.

Brought together by a common religion, a love

of learning, and a desire to serve, they estab-

lished the groundwork for what is now

Dixie State College.  

All of these men were

second-generation pioneers,

called to St. George by President

Brigham young, second presi-

dent of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints,

to establish the “Cotton

Mission” in 1861.  Life

was not easy for these

early settlers.

Regarding Dixie coun-

try, one of Edward H. Snow’s

cousins once wrote: “Of all the

God-for-saken [sic] lands that any

human beings were ever asked to

carve a town out of, Dixie country was it.”

Despite the hardships of pioneer life, these early

settlers persisted.  Knowing the value of educa-

tion and desiring it for themselves and their

children, the pioneers didn’t hesitate to begin

the formal learning process.  Thomas Punter

Cottam attended school in a covered wagon

which was located on the site of the original St.

George Academy. The wagon was one of the first

schools in the St. George valley.

In 1908 LDS Church leaders from St.

George and Salt Lake City undertook plans to

establish an academy like those in other

Mormon communities. The Salt Lake authorities

agreed to allocate $20,000 if the mem-

bers of the St. George Stake would

raise $35,000 to build a college structure. 

At the time, the members of the Stake

Presidency were Edward H. Snow, Thomas P.

Cottam, and George F. Whitehead.  James G.

Bleak was a member of the High Council and

the historian of the Southern Utah Mission.

David H. Cannon was bishop of the Fourth

Ward and later a counselor in the Stake

Presidency. John T. Woodbury, who had been a

teacher and administrator in the area for many

years, became the secretary to the Board of

Trustees of the St. George Stake Academy. 

The stars were aligned. These men were in the

right place at the right time. They

succeeded in their task—the

Academy Building was constructed

in 1911 and instruction began.

But that wasn’t the end of

their troubles. In 1933 when

the Church discontinued its

support of the College . . .

enter two more of the

Founding Fathers.  

Arthur F. Miles intro-

duced a bill in the Utah

Legislature (House Bill 58)

to acquire state sponsorship.

David H. Morris and other

board members personally guar-

anteed that they would financially

support the needs of Dixie College

should it fail under the State of Utah’s juris-

diction. And so the College was saved.

Now nearly 100 years later as Dixie State

College is preparing to proudly celebrate its

Centennial in 2011, the College stands as a

monument to the sacrifice of the community

and the forsight and perserverence of these eight

men: the Dixie College Founding Fathers. 

by Lisa Hurst Halliday

Wherefore, when we build,
let us think that we build forever. Let it not be for

present delight, nor for present use alone; let it be such
work as our descendants will thank us for, and let us
think as we lay stone that a time will come when those
stones will be held sacred, because our hands have touched
them; and men will say, as they look upon the labour

and wrought substances of them: 

See this our fathers did for us.
....—John Ruskin, English essayist ”

“
2010 Hall of Fame Inductees: The Dixie State College Founding Fathers
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Son of Apostle Erastus and 

Julia Josephine Snow

Born 1865, St. George, Utah 

A graduate of Brigham young Academy,

Edward H. Snow taught in the early schools of Dixie. He later became

the superintendent of county schools and chaired the county school

board. He helped found Dixie State College and Southern Utah

University.  Edward brought in the first telephone service, founded a bank

and savings and loan association, started an ice business, established

water companies, and owned agricultural farms, mills and storage facili-

ties. As a public servant he served in the Utah State Senate, chaired the

State Tax Commission, and played a key role in modernizing Utah gov-

ernment as it made its transition into statehood.    

Son of Thomas Nelson and 

Mary Godson Bleak

Born 1829, Southwark, England

James Godson Bleak was the third child of a

family of six children. He was a natural scholar and through diligent

study became a well educated and widely read man. After marrying

Elizabeth Moore, he and his family joined The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints and sailed to America on the ship Horizon, and crossed

the plains in the E.N. Martin Handcart Company. On this journey his feet

were so badly frozen that the flesh dropped from his heels, the effects of

which he suffered until the end of his days. He was called to Dixie and

appointed Historian of the Southern Utah Mission in 1861.  He served in

several Church leadership and civic capacities. He died in St. George in

1918 at the age of 89.

Son of Adolphus Rennie and 

Mary Elizabeth Goddard Whitehead

Born 1863, Salt Lake City, Utah

George Frank Whitehead was the eldest

child and lived with his family in Salt Lake until his father was called to

the Southern Utah Cotton Mission. He married Ester Jane Morris and

they were the parents of seven children. In 1899 he was called to be in

the stake presidency with Edward H. Snow and Thomas P. Cottam. The

work of these men and others brought about the founding of the St.

George Stake Academy. He was also on the State Board of Education.

George F. was heavily involved in civic duties serving as mayor, helping

organize the Bank of St. George, serving as justice of the peace and con-

tinuing as bailiff until his ninety-second birthday. He passed away at the

age of ninety-seven on June 21, 1961.

Son of Richard and 

Emma Packer Morris

Born 1858, Williamsburg, New york

David Hyrum Morris was the second oldest of

eleven children. The family moved from New york to Utah in 1860. He

married Annabella Macfarlane and they had six children. He had no formal

education beyond the 5th grade, but was self taught well enough to pass the

U.S. Bar Exams. He became an attorney for the Union Pacific Railroad. He

served as the Judge of the 5th District Court of Utah, helped establish the

Bank of St. George and served as its president. He served three terms in the

legislature and worked with the LDS Church establishing Stake Academies

throughout Utah. He and other board members personally guaranteed that

they would financially support the needs of Dixie College should it fail. 

Son of Orin Nelson and   

Ann Cannon Woodbury

Born 1863, St. George, Utah

John grew up in St. George working on his

father’s farms and freighting business. At 17 he attended the University of

Deseret in Salt Lake City then returned to St. George to teach 60 students

in Pine Valley in a one-room school. He married Elizabeth (Polly) Evans

and they had seven children. In 1898 Karl G. Maeser bestowed on him the

degree of Bachelor of Didactics. He taught school and was an administra-

tor in St. George, and Santa Clara. He studied law at the University of

Utah and attained his high school teaching diploma. When the St. George

Stake Academy was built, he was the secretary to the Board of Trustees.  

Son of George and 

Ann Quayle Cannon

Born 1838, Liverpool, England

David Henry Cannon arrived in the Salt Lake valley in the fall of 1849.

He was called to come to Dixie and arrived in December 1861. David

spent the rest of his life in Saint George. He served as a missionary to the

Lamanites (Moqui Indians) under Jacob Hamblin, and as an Indian fighter

under Capt. James Andrus. He was a bishop of the Fourth Ward, and a

counselor in the Stake Presidency, an assistant to Wilford Woodruff in the

St. George Temple and later in the same capacity under President John D.

T. McAllister.  In 1893, he succeeded President McAllister as president of

the temple, a position he held until his death on December 24, 1924 at

the age of 86.

Son of Thomas and 

Caroline Smith Cottam

Born 1857, Salt Lake City, Utah

Thomas Punter Cottam came to St.

George in 1862 and took part in the early trials and hardships incidental

to pioneering. He married Emmaline Jarvis in 1882 and was father to ten

children. He provided abundant Church and community service as a

member of the city council, mayor, and assessor and collector for

Washington County. He was a member of the state legislature from 1905

to 1908. At the time of his passing, March 16, 1926, he was president of

the St. George Temple. He attended school in a covered wagon on the

site of the original St. George Academy. He greatly valued education

and was superintendent of construction of the building that housed the

original Academy on the corner of Main Street and 100 South.

Son of John Henry William and 

Jane Mary Wyatt Miles

Born 1866, London, England

Arthur F. Miles and his wife Ida Walker settled in St. George, where he was

treasurer of the Board of Education that supported the building of LDS

Stake Academies. During 1932 the Church found it difficult to maintain all

of the academies and decided to withdraw financial support. Arthur was a

representative in the State Legislature for Washington County at the time

and introduced House Bill 58 that would move the sponsorship of Dixie

College to the State of Utah. The bill passed, but the State did not appropri-

ate funds to meet the financial needs of Dixie College until two years later.    
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by Steve Johnson, DSC PR Director
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Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld was formally

inaugurated as the 17th president of Dixie

State College of Utah in a ceremony held

March 19, at the DSC Avenna Center Cox

Auditorium. Nadauld, who had served as

interim president of DSC since late March of

2008, was appointed permanent president

by unanimous vote of the Utah State Board

of Regents in January.

In an address that mixed humor and

philosophy, Nadauld laid out his vision for

building Dixie’s future as the institution

closes in on its 100th birthday and begins a

new century of service to southwestern

Utah and the region. Among the plans he

shared with those in attendance were the

addition of a number of two-year and four-

year degrees, and plans for campus expan-

sion, including the soon-to-be constructed

Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons

Building. All of these are part of DSC’s

present trajectory to one day becoming a

regional state university. 

He praised Dixie’s students for their

energy, enthusiasm, hard work and com-

passion. Nadauld also reassured students

that they are valued and their successes

and futures are a top priority. 

“I don’t know if you understand how

much we love you and how deeply committed

we are to your success,” Nadauld said to the

students. “I have first-hand evidence – you are

for real. you really are going to amount to

something. you can count on it; you can

take it to the bank!”

Nadauld also lauded the efforts of

DSC’s faculty and staff, noting that their

collective dedication and enthusiasm for

the institution and its students is complete-

ly remarkable. He saluted them for their

efforts in facing the challenges of record

enrollment growth while remaining stead-

fast in the commitment to the education of

Dixie’s students. 

“We can take great satisfaction in our

work. We are building competencies and

careers,” Nadauld said. “We are building

the lives of men and women who will sup-

port the families and institutions of our

society. We are building for their future

and our future. Let us build with quality

and integrity. Let us build with passion and

compassion, and let us build with love.”

Nadauld paid tribute to the St. George

and Washington County community, not-

ing that for 90-plus years, Dixie was a

vibrant and successful junior and commu-

nity college, thanks in large part to the

sacrifice and hard work of many that came

before, and the “Dixie Spirit” that has sus-

tained the College for nearly a century. 

CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
DSC INAUGURATES STEPHEN D. NADAULD AS DIXIE’S 17TH PRESIDENT

UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE APPROVES FUNDING FOR CENTENNIAL COMMONS

The future of Dixie State College could
not be brighter. We will become a regional
state university, with degrees at each level.
Building is fun — let’s continue to have
fun together. Hurrah for Dixie! — Stephen D.

Nadauld, 17th President of Dixie State College

“

Dixie State College of Utah officials announced in March that the

Utah State Legislature approved $35 million in funding for DSC’s new

Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons Building (HCC). The $35 mil-

lion in funding is the single-largest state appropriation for the institu-

tion in its near 100-year history.

Construction of the new Holland Centennial Commons Building,

which will be located just south of the existing Gardner Student Center

on DSC’s Encampment Mall, will begin in January 2011. DSC officials

anticipate the project will be completed in fall of 2012.  

Considered a top priority by DSC administrators and the Utah

State Board of Regents, and rated fourth-overall by the Utah State

Building Board, the 170,000 square foot, five-story HCC Building is the

keystone of Dixie’s overall campus master plan to accommodate the

growth that has already begun to transform the College. The state gave

DSC $3 million last year to begin the design and planning for the pro-

posed $48 million building. In addition, DSC received a $10 million

anonymous donation for the construction of the building in 2008,

which is the largest private donation DSC has ever received.

“The funding for the building is something that we have hoped

for and we are so grateful to have received it from the state,” DSC

President Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld said. “It is going to have a huge

impact on our campus, because this building will provide the best

possible opportunity for our students to get an education.

“This would not have happened without the support of our

Regents, the State Building Board and our state legislature, espe-

cially Speaker David Clark and our Washington County delega-

tion,” President Nadauld added. “We also express our thanks for

the support of Governor [Gary] Herbert; we know his help has

been important and is greatly appreciated.”

Stan Plewe, DSC Vice President of Administrative Services,

said the HCC Building will embody and symbolize Dixie State’s

transition from a two-year to a four-year college and the serious-

ness of the academic mission the transition entailed. Plewe added

that when completed, the HCC Building will serve as the intellec-

tual and academic hub of Dixie State, while its central location on

the campus’ historic Encampment Mall will instantly confer iconic

status on the building. 



DSC began instruction this fall for its new

four-year degrees—Theatre, offered as a

Bachelor’s of Arts (BA) or Bachelor’s of Science

(BS) degree, and a BS degree in Clinical

Laboratory Science. In addition, Dixie State is

offering a Criminal Justice emphasis in its four-

year Integrated Studies program.

The new theatre degree features two study

tracks: acting, and design & technology. These

emphasis tracks will provide students with a

meaningful level of professional preparation.

School officials noted that job opportunities for

trained individuals in theatre are growing, with

demand existing in the regional and national

job markets, as well as in the local job market.

In addition to the typical job titles for theatre

professionals, these types of degrees are

designed to develop graduates with a wide

variety of communication, teamwork, critical

thinking and other skills that could lead to

placement in a range of meaningful jobs out-

side of theatre.

Entities such as the Tuacahn Center for the

Arts and the St. George Musical Theater

(SGMT) could benefit from the addition of the

theatre degree to DSC’s array of four-year pro-

grams. 

Dixie State’s four-year degree in clinical

laboratory science (CLS) is designed to prepare

students to enter the medical technologist pro-

fessional field by incorporating an emphasis in

chemistry and the skills and tasks demanded by

the field. At career entry, a medical technologist

will be proficient in performing the full range of

clinical laboratory tests in areas such as hema-

tology, clinical chemistry, immunohematology,

microbiology, serology/immunology, molecular

diagnostics and other emerging diagnostics. 

Currently, the University of Utah and

Weber State University are the only USHE insti-

tutions that offer four-year degrees in CLS, and

medical establishments throughout the country,

including the prestigious Mayo Medical group,

heavily recruit many of the students graduating

from those programs. With the addition of a

four-year CLS program, Dixie students will also

be in demand for those jobs, including positions

locally at Dixie Regional Medical Center, and

other facilities in northern Arizona and southern

Nevada. Last January, DSC received regent

approval for an Associate of Applied Science

degree in CLS.

“Dixie Regional Medical Center has a great

need for both associate and baccalaureate

degree-trained clini-

cal laboratory scien-

tists,” said Dr. Carole Grady, DSC Dean of

Nursing and Allied Health. “The Board of

Regents’ approval of both the degrees in CLS

enhances Dixie State's ability to fulfill commu-

nity needs for well trained clinical laboratory

scientists and provides students with opportuni-

ties for career advancement.”

The addition of the criminal justice

emphasis to DSC’s four-year integrated studies

(IS) degree will provide students an opportunity

to specialize in that discipline and another sig-

nificant supporting area essential to the prepa-

ration for a career in criminal justice. 

“This is an exciting day for DSC’s criminal

justice program and our students,” said Scott

Julian, DSC assistant professor of criminal jus-

tice. “Our students will benefit from having the

opportunity to advance their education and

careers by obtaining their four-year degree right

here at Dixie. This is also an important step-

pingstone for us as we seek to offer a stand

alone degree in criminal justice in the future.”

The newly added criminal justice empha-

sis will also help bolster plans for the recently

announced Southwest Regional Criminal

Justice Computer Crime Institute at Dixie State,

which will be used to train students, police,

prosecutors, business leaders and the public on

identity theft prevention, computer crime pre-

vention, detection and investigation. 
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DSC BEGINS INSTRUCTION ON THREE NEW DEGREES
Theatre and Clinical Laboratory Bachelor’s Degrees Added, and New Criminal Justice Emphasis Approved

AOPC Donates $6,000 to Dixie State Scholarships
Dixie State College recently received a $6,000 scholarship donation

from the Association of PUDs and Condominiums of Washington

(AOPC). AOPC President Bob Frost (left), on behalf of the company,

Jerry Campbell and D’Arcy Grisier, presented a $4,000 check to DSC

President Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld. In addition, Frost awarded a pair of

$1,000 checks to two DSC students —Kelsey Vernon, a junior elemen-

tary education major from St. George, and Jon Juett, an integrated stud-

ies major from Roseburg, Ore.— to assist them in their educational pur-

suits. 

“With our incred-

ible enrollment

growth, our scholar-

ship fund is in dire

need,” President

Nadauld said. “I

thank Mr. Frost and

his association for

their timely gift and

thank them for their

generosity.”
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DSC conferred a total of 1,887 degrees

and certificates at its 99th Commencement

Exercises held at the Avenna Center Burns

Arena on May 7, 2010.

A total of 1,245 total degrees were

awarded, including 330 bachelor degrees,

the largest baccalaureate graduating class in

school history, along with 915 associate

degrees. The 330 four-year degrees con-

ferred was a 43 percent increase from last

year (231 bachelor’s degrees) and more than

double the number in 2008, while the num-

ber of associate degrees awarded was up 10

percent from 2008-09. In addition, 642

vocational and technical certificates were

awarded, which was 255 more than a year

ago. 

David L. Clark, Speaker of the Utah

House of Representatives, delivered the

keynote address to Dixie State’s Class of

2010. Clark reminded the graduates of the

rich history of Dixie and how their collec-

tive accomplishments are now part of that

history. He recited the Linda Ellis poem “I’m

Glad you’re In My Dash,” and challenged

the graduates to go out into the world,

make their own history, and live the best

life possible in their own dash.  

“As you begin life post-Dixie State

College, you will face challenges that

will test you and your ability to succeed,”

Speaker Clark said. “Over the next

weeks, months and years, you will discover

the value of your degree. Its value will likely

not be found in the money the degree helps

you earn, but the way in which it helps you

shape the way you choose to live your life.”

Of the record 330 baccalaureate

degrees awarded , more than half (163) of

the graduates came

from three of DSC’s

four-year programs –

business administra-

tion (72), elementary

education (48) and

communication (43),

along with a record 39

graduates in Dixie’s

integrated studies pro-

gram. In all, students

earned Bachelor’s

degrees in 12 of DSC’s

four-year degree pro-

grams, including the

first-ever class of six

graduates in the College’s new music pro-

gram.

Five foreign countries (Canada, Finland,

Japan, South Korea, Peru) and 29 states were

represented in the Class of 2010.

Meanwhile, nearly 87 percent of DSC’s

graduates called Utah home (1,058 stu-

dents), with 27 of the state’s 29 counties rep-

resented, while over two-thirds of those stu-

dents (631) hailed from Washington County.

Female graduates comprised almost 56 per-

cent of the class, and the class ranged in age

from 16 to 62. 

Whitney Phillips, who graduated with a

Bachelor’s degree in Communication, repre-

DSC CONFERS 1,887 DEGREES AND 
CERTIFICATES AT 99TH COMMENCEMENT

Dr. Philip Lee, chair and associate dean of

Dixie State’s Udvar-Hazy School of Business,

was honored with the “Outstanding Service

Award,” presented by the National DECA/Delta

Epsilon Chi (DEx) Board of Directors at the

annual DECA International Business Conference

and Competition held last April in Louisville, Ky. 

Dr. Lee has over 30 years of service both

to DSC and in the DECA/Delta Epsilon Chi

organization. He has been a member of the

national DECA post-secondary advisory council

and has garnered Utah state and national DEx Advisor of the year recog-

nition. Lee served as chair of the DSC Business Department from 1987-

91, and again from 1997 to the present. In addition, he has served as

associate dean of the business department since 2007.

“I greatly appreciate the opportunity I’ve had to be associated with

this outstanding international student organization and I am deeply

honored by this award,” Lee said.

Lee earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business from Southern Utah

University, a Master’s Degree in Marketing/Distributive Education from

Utah State University, and his Ed.D in Educational Leadership from

Northern Arizona University. 

The award is presented to one post-secondary administrator annu-

ally and the recipient is selected from among hundreds of colleges and

universities from around the country. The award recognizes marketing

education personnel who have rendered outstanding contributions

toward DECA/Delta Epsilon Chi for more than five years at the local,

state and national level. 

LONGTIME DSC PROPROFESSOR HONORED AT INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPETITION

sented DSC’s Baccalaureate class as

Valedictorian. Emily Thomas, a 16-year-old

student from the SUCCESS Academy, spoke

on behalf of the Associate Degree class.

Thomas, who became the youngest com-

mencement speaker in DSC history, is also a

junior at Dixie High School. 

In addition to his keynote address,

Speaker Clark was awarded an honorary

doctorate degree in Humanities.

Meanwhile, Mr. Jerry Anderson, Mr.

Jeremy Johnson, and former DSC Board

of Trustees members Mr. D. Williams

Ronnow, Mr. Christopher A. Roybal and

Ms. Vicki R. Wilson, each received

Distinguished Citizen Awards for their

exemplary service to the college and

community.

Along with the usual “Pomp and

Circumstance” of the commencement cere-

mony, Dixie State also used the occasion to

formally kick off its Centennial Celebration

with confetti cannons and the unveiling of

Dixie’s Centennial logo. 

Utah Speaker of the House, Representative David Clark, addresses the

99th graduating class at Dixie State College.

As you move forward from this day of 
celebration, carry something of the history 
of Dixie State College with you to build on.
— David Clark, 2010 DSC Commencement Speaker

“

Dr. Philip Lee
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DSC senior theatre major Whitney Morgan Cox

bested all comers en route to winning the Irene Ryan

National Acting Competition at the Kennedy Center

American College Theater Festival (KCACTF) held in

April in Washington, D.C. For her efforts, Cox won

the coveted Irene Ryan Scholarship and earned the

distinction of being named the country’s top colle-

giate actor. 

Cox, a native of Santa Clara, along with her scene

partner Jon Dodart, a junior communication major from St. George, won

the national title and the $3,000 scholarship by performing a scene from

DSC’s 2009 production of 110 in the Shade, in which Cox portrayed the

character “Lizzy Curry.” The duo earned the national berth by winning

the KCACTF Regional competition held at Dixie State in February.

“I’m still kind of in shock by it – the title of top collegiate actor,” Cox

said. “The competition was really intense because everybody there was

so awesome. There wasn’t an actor [in the competition] that didn’t deliv-

er good work.

“It was very intimidating seeing these graduate and university stu-

dents who come from established theater programs up there performing

this fantastic work,” she added. “That made my anxiety a lot worse,

which I think always makes me into a better performer because it made

me feel like I had something to prove and to make sure [the judges]

knew that I worked really hard to be there as well.”

Cox paid tribute to Dixie’s theatre program and the quality of the

many talented students that have helped build it. 

“The biggest thing is the fact that now everybody realizes that Dixie

has a formidable theater program, a program that is really putting out

good students,” she said. “Now when we go to competitions, or festi-

vals, or even to auditions, people will know about Dixie and understand

it’s a good program. That’s the biggest thing for me and I can put Dixie

on my resume.” 

“We have known that Whitney was very talented, but to have her

win this award is both a credit to her talents and abilities, but it also

speaks to the experiences and opportunities we’ve been able to give her

here at Dixie,” said DSC Director of Theatre Varlo Davenport. “Whitney

represents what we hope is a standard that all of our students will aspire

to reach.”

Cox became the second DSC Theater student to win a national title

at the KCACTF Festival in Washington, D.C. In 2008, DSC student Guy

Smith won the national Stage Makeup competition for his designs for the

College's production of Sweeney Todd.

DSC STUDENT NAMED NATION’S BEST STUDENT ACTOR
Theater Student Whitney Cox Wins KCACTF/Irene Ryan National Acting Competition

WhitneyCox 

Law enforcement veteran Bob Flowers has

been selected to direct the College’s satellite

academy for the Utah Peace Officer Standards

and Training (POST) Academy. DSC’s Satellite

Academy, one of six in the Academy’s system,

is located at the College’s Hurricane Education

Center.

Flowers has worked in the area of public

safety for over 30 years. He served four years in

the United States Coast Guard, and has spent

the last 26 years in law enforcement in one

capacity or another, including duties in city

police departments and government agencies.

Flowers’ roles have included being

Commissioner of Public Safety for the State of

Utah, Regional Administrator for FEMA Region

VIII, and Chief of Police for the City of St.

George. Currently Flowers serves as the Chief

of Police in Ivins, Utah.

In addition, Flowers served as the chair-

man of the Utah Olympic Safety Command for

the 2002 Winter Olympic Games. The

Olympic Command had the responsibility for

coordinating and directing the efforts of over

11,000 public safety personnel from more than

40 local, state, and federal agencies. During his

time with FEMA, Flowers led the agency’s

response to several events across the region,

which included flooding in North and South

Dakota, along with fires in Montana, Utah, and

Colorado. Additionally, Flowers was selected to

serve as a Principle Federal Official by the

Secretary for the Department of Homeland

Security in preparation for a pandemic flu

response.

“I love working with motivated students

who believe in their profession. It’s refreshing,”

said Flowers. “I look forward to making the

program into one where law enforcement

executives will have full confidence to hire our

cadets.”

The Utah POST Academy serves as the

basic training academy for all law enforcement

agencies in Utah, though it does not hire for

these agencies. 

The coursework is designed for individuals

interested in law enforcement, but who are

currently working full-time jobs. The Academy

training is divided into two portions, the

Special Function Officer (SFO) training, which

serves as a prerequisite to the Law Enforcement

Officer (LEO) block. Positions requiring SFO

training include constables, auxiliary officers,

bailiffs and reserve officers, among other posi-

tions approved by individual law enforcement

departments. The LEO training curriculum is a

360-hour block specifically geared toward stu-

dents who want to pursue careers as full-time

police officers, highway patrol troopers or

deputy sheriffs, with full police powers.

Those interested in attending the courses

need to pass the National Peace Officer

Selection Test, which is given at the DSC

Testing Center. Other general qualifications

include that prospective students be United

States citizens, 21 years of age upon gradua-

tion from the Academy, and have a high

school diploma or equivalent. There is also a

physical test that will be given at the begin-

ning of the Academy courses and again prior

to graduation.

The training mirrors that of the regular

academy, all learning objectives and training

is on the same level as the regular academy

Once a student has graduated they

receive the same certification status as a Utah

Peace Officer as if they attended the regular

academy.

For more information please contact Bob

Flowers at 435-652-7916 or

flowers@dixie.edu. Information may also be

obtained on the Academy’s website at

www.dixie.edu/post. 

Bob Flowers

LAW ENFORCEMENT VETERAN DIRECTS
POST ACADEMY

Dixie State is fortunate to have a person
the caliber of Bob Flowers to direct the
Regional POST Academy.  His experience in
law enforcement and previous relationship
with POST will provide the Academy with
excellent leadership."
— Dr. Donna Dillingham-Evans, Executive Vice President 

“



DSC SPORTS UPDATE

Dixie State senior golfer Cameron

Crawford (Sandy, Utah) became the first player

in school history to advance to play in the U.S.

Amateur after winning a qualifying tournament

Dixie State

President Dr. Stephen

D. Nadauld

announced in March

the appointment of

Jason Boothe as the

College’s new

Director of

Intercollegiate

Athletics. Boothe

replaced former AD Dexter Irvin, who served

in that capacity at Dixie for the last 10 years.

“My family and I are very excited and

honored to have this opportunity to join the

Red Storm family and be a part of what prom-

ises to be a very exciting future for Dixie State

College and Red Storm Athletics,” Boothe

said.  

Prior to his arrival at DSC, Boothe, 36,

spent the last 10 years at the United States

Naval Academy, where he served as an

Assistant and Associate AD for Operations.

Boothe oversaw all game day operations for

Navy football home and neutral site games,

including the annual Army-Navy game and

matchups with Notre Dame. In addition, he

assisted in the fundraising and construction of

the $20 million Brigade Sports Complex, a

150,000 square foot facility on the Annapolis

campus. In 2006, Boothe received the Naval

Academy Athletic Association Distinguished

Leadership Award.

“I've been very fortunate to be part of a

tremendous institution at the

United States Naval Academy

for the last 10 years where the

term student-athlete is true to

its definition,” Boothe noted.

“I am eager to work with the

student-athletes that make

up the Red Storm family to

ensure success for them

both on the field of play,

and more importantly, in

the classroom and in their

futures after Dixie State.”

Before landing at Navy,

Boothe worked as the

Coordinator of Party

Facilities and Premier

Facilities with the

Colorado Rockies from

1998-2000, and served

roles of Business

Manager, Director of

Community Relations and Volunteers and

Assistant Director of Media Relations for the

Colorado xplosion of the American Basketball

League from 1996-98.

“I am very excited to have a prospect like

Jason Boothe as the new athletic director,”

President Nadauld said. “He comes from a

much respected program and brings with him

valuable experiences and talent that will add

to the already great folks we have in our ath-

letic department. I look forward to the future

of our

athletic department and the course that it

will take under his direction.”

Boothe is a 1995 graduate of Northern

Arizona University, where he earned his

Bachelor’s degree in Political Science. He

went on to earn a Master’s degree in Athletic

Administration from Florida State University

in 1996. He and his wife Hollie are the par-

ents of three children, Braden (6) and twin

daughters Emma and Madelyn (3).

To our Dixie Alumni and Friends:
These are truly exciting times here at DixieState College, and it is with great enthusiasmand hopefulness that I write you today. There isa buzz throughout the athletic department,which has been created by a sense of anticipation for new beginnings

and a resurgence of support that has been shown by the community,
our campus family, and you, our loyal Alumni and Friends.
As you know, Dixie State College enjoys a rich history and a tra-

dition of championship success in intercollegiate athletics. Not only is
the College committed to building on that history, but the institution
is also committed to maintaining a high level of integrity throughout
its athletic program.
As Dixie enters a new century, we reflect back on our storied past

established by the many student-athletes, coaches and administrators
that came before us. It is on their shoulders that we continue to build
toward and establish a championship mentality at the NCAA
Division II level that will make you proud to don the Dixie Red.
Though I’ve only been here for a very short time, the experience

of coming to work every day in this environment is nothing short of
astonishing. The Dixie Spirit is strong, and as we join the rest of
Dixie State in celebrating our Centennial Year, I invite all of you to
stop by, catch a game (or two), and see what I mean.Sincerely,

Jason Boothe
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, Dixie State College of Utah

DSC gOLFeR CAmeROn CRAWFORD quALiFieS FOR u.S. AmAteuR

at Hidden Valley Country Club in Draper, Utah,

August 7th. With the victory, Crawford

advanced to tee it up with arguably the best

amateur golfers from around the country and

the world this August 23-29 (results not avail-

able at press time), at Chambers Bay Golf Club

in Tacoma, Wash.

Crawford, a three-time PacWest all-confer-

ence honoree, shot a course-record 7-under 64,

including his first-ever hole-in-one, in his open-

ing round en route to a three-shot lead heading

into his final 18 holes. He then carded an even-

par 71 to win by two strokes over fellow qualifi-

er and current ByU golfer Zac Blair.

“Cameron is a great young man and we

expect great things from him,” DSC Head

Coach Reed McArthur said. “This puts Dixie

State on the map in a big way. It’s huge for

Dixie State golf. It shows that we can turn out

good players and that we can compete with

anyone. We have a great foundation established

and this program is going to thrive over the next

10 to 15 years and beyond.”

Crawford earned first team all-PacWest

honors in 2009, and was a second team selec-

tion in 2008 and 2010. He helped lead the

Red Storm to their first tournament victory in

the program’s four-year era last fall at the

Western Washington Invitational, where he

shot eight-under par over the two-day event to

share the top spot on the leaderboard with his

teammate Kyle Chappell. 

“Cameron has been a great leader. He’s

done everything we’ve asked him to do and

he works hard,” Coach McArthur added. “He’s

a good player and a great putter. He’s probably

the best leader you could ask for just because

he is so solid. He was there when we needed

him and we could always count on him.” 

Crawford completed work on his

Bachelor’s of Science degree in Accounting

this past spring and was part of DSC’s largest

baccalaureate graduating class to date as he

received his degree in May.

Dixie State Tabs Jason Boothe as New Athletic Director

dixie state magazine22
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by Steve Johnson, DSC Public Relations Director

Dixie State’s baseball program enjoyed another successful season, thanks in large part to stel-

lar performances by a pair of senior standouts. The Red Storm finished the year with a 31-19 over-

all record, which included a dominant 21-5 mark at Bruce Hurst Field, and a second-place show-

ing in the PacWest Conference.

Senior outfielder Brett Adams (Sandy, Utah) garnered PacWest co-MVP, first team All-PacWest

and third team Daktronics All-America honors last spring as he claimed the conference’s “Triple

Crown” in batting .423 with 17 home runs and 64 RBI. In addition, Adams led the league in slug-

ging percentage (.865), on-base percentage (.515) and runs scored (53), and finished third in the

PacWest in total hits (66) and doubles (14).

Meanwhile, catcher Drew Oldfield (Aurora, Colo.) capped his solid senior season by being

selected in the 40th round (#1,224 overall) of the 2010 Major League Baseball June Amateur Draft

by the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. Oldfield hit .312 with 12 homers and 49 RBI in 49 games.

FOOtbALL COACH DiAgnOSeD WitH CAnCeR

DSC bASebALL PRODuCeS ALL-AmeRiCAn AnD mLb DRAFtee

A year removed from advancing to

the 2009 NCAA Division II World

Series, the Dixie State softball program

entered this past season with a lot of

expectations, including a return trip to

the national tournament. After battling

all comers, and the threat of a tsunami

in Hawaii, the Red Storm proved that a budding softball dynasty is truly blossoming in the desert.

Dixie State played to a 39-14 record in 2010 and a second-place finish in the PacWest Confer-

ence behind eventual national champion Hawai’i Pacific. Dixie’s season earned the Red Storm its

second-straight NCAA Tournament bid and came within a game of advancing to the NCAA Super

Regional for the second time in as many years. DSC also won a national title and shattered a pair of

school records along the way. The Red Storm finished the 2010 campaign as the top hitting club in

the nation, winning the NCAA Division II batting title with a school record .371 team average. 

Seven players landed on PacWest all-conference teams, including four first team selections in

infielders Shantae Hunter (Sr., Idaho Falls, Idaho; .420/5 HR/45 RBI/20 SB) and Kelsey Mendenhall

(So., Tooele, Utah; .362/10 HR/48 RBI); sophomore outfielder Bailie Hicken (Cedar Hills, Utah;

.459/1 HR/23 RBI), who led the nation in stolen bases with a school record 52 in 60 attempts; and

junior catcher Breanna Egge (Las Vegas, Nev.; .413/6 HR/43 RBI). Meanwhile, infielders Anna Cue

(Fr., Murrieta Valley, Calif.; .401/5 HR/55 RBI) and Ashley McFarland (Jr., Mililani, Hawaii; .380/5

HR/32 RBI) and freshman utility player Johnna Brown (Las Vegas, Nev.; .426/5 HR/43 RBI) were

named to the league’s second team. Egge, Hunter and Mendenhall were selected to the 2010

Daktronics All-West Region first team.

Ask any college basketball player at the

beginning of the season what the ultimate team

goal or dream is and the consensus would be a

conference championship and a trip to the “Big

Dance.” Well that is exactly how the Dixie

State men’s basketball 2009-10 season played

out as Head Coach Jon Judkins (’84) and com-

pany played their way to 20 wins, a Pacific

West Conference crown AND a trip to the

NCAA Tournament. 

Dixie State turned the Burns Arena into a

“House of Horrors” for opposing teams as the

Red Storm ran the table at home with a perfect

12-0 record, winning by an average of 13

points a game. Dixie also held its own on the

road with an 8-6 mark away from home. 

Dixie won a share of the PacWest crown

with ByU-Hawai’i with a 14-2 league record,

though the Red Storm claimed the PacWest’s

automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. DSC

advanced to the Dance as a #5-seed in the

West Region and squared off against #4 Cal

Poly Pomona. Dixie battled CPP from the open-

ing tip, but the eventual 2010 national champi-

on Broncos did just enough to keep DSC at bay

en route to a 71-62 win to end Dixie’s dream

of a championship.

St. George native Tom Whitehead (Dixie

HS) had a season to remember in his junior

campaign as he garnered first team All-PacWest

and second team NABC West Region honors

by averaging 16.6 points and 5.1 rebounds a

game.

Meanwhile, junior guard Donovan Plunkett

(Oroville, Calif.) made the most of his rookie

season at DSC as he was named second team

all-conference after

averaging 14.0

points and two

rebounds a game. In

addition, senior

swingman Andy

Palmer (Pine View

HS) averaged 10.6

points and 5.4

rebounds to earn

All-PacWest honor-

able mention.

The PacWest year-

end honors weren’t

just for the players.

Coach Judkins was

named the league’s

Coach of the year for

the second-straight

season.

HOOP DReAmS

Dixie State Cagers’ Dream Season

Ends with NCAA Tourney Appearance

Dixie State’s football program was dealt a heavy blow before the start of

the 2010 season as first-year head football coach Scott Brumfield (’89) was

diagnosed with cancer in late July. 

Brumfield checked himself into Dixie Regional Medical Center after

complaining of back pain. During the evaluation period, doctors felt it was

necessary to conduct additional tests. It was following those tests that Coach

Brumfield and his family learned that lab results indicated a positive result

for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Brumfield elected to remain in St. George

to be treated at the Intermountain Health Center Cancer Unit. Chemotherapy treatment began

immediately, which will be followed by radiation treatments.

“Coach Brumfield is a beloved member of our campus community. We ask all members of

the Dixie State family, as well as Coach Brumfield’s many friends and colleagues, to keep him in

their thoughts and prayers at this time,” said DSC Athletic Director Jason Boothe. “The Red Storm

family will stand completely behind him and his family during this trial in his life.”

Coach Brumfield and his family wish to express their appreciation to the doctors and staff at

Dixie Regional Medical Center who have provided and continue to provide excellent medical

care. While Brumfield continues his medical treatment, members of his DSC coaching staff will

continue to oversee the day-to-day football operations.

Scott Brumfield

DSC SPORTS UPDATE
DSC SOFtbALL enjOyS
AnOtHeR bAnneR yeAR

Tom Whitehead scored

in double figures in 22

of 25 games played,

including a career-high

29 points in a win vs.

HPU, and led the con-

ference in 3-point shoot-

ing (.452; 56-of-124),

while shooting a robust

52.2 percent from the

floor overall.
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In Memoriam

DR. JAY BLAKE
Dr.  Jay R. Blake, long time Dixie College supporter and volunteer adjunct faculty

member, passed away April 29, 2010 at the age of 78.  He was born in St. George,

Utah, April 14, 1932 to J. Gordon and Della Stimpson Blake.  He married Sharon

Wittwer in the St. George Temple on August 22, 1959.  

He graduated from Dixie High School, Dixie College (A.S.) Utah State University

(B.S.) and Northwestern University (D.D.S.).  Shortly after dental school he returned to

southern Utah where he practiced dentistry in St. George for 28 years. Dr. Blake also

served his country in the military in a career that spanned 44 years. He was drafted to

the army in 1952 and served two years in the Korean War where he was decorated with

the bronze star for valor in combat.  He was recalled to active duty twice: 1961 Cuban

Missile Crisis, 1990 Iraq War.  During his life of full time and reserve service he was

promoted through every rank, eventually rising to full colonel.  After retiring from the

military in 1993 he continued to serve in the American Legion in various offices includ-

ing post commander.  He also volunteered for many years with the Kiwanis Club where

he served as local club president and Lieutenant Governor for the State of Utah. He also

volunteered for eight years as adjunct faculty for the Dental Hygiene Program at Dixie

State College.

Dr. Blake’s other interests included: ranching, hunting & fishing, reading & collect-

ing books, and supporting his children in athletic and cultural events.  In his later years

he traveled extensively with his children and wife and enjoyed seeing the world.  He

was a devoted member of the LDS Church, serving as a military chaplain, in several

bishoprics, and twice as a Branch President, first for a military branch in Louisiana and

then for the Native American Branch of the Church in southern Utah.  At the time of his

death he was serving as an ordinance worker in the St. George LDS Temple.  

Jay is survived by his wife, Sharon Wittwer Blake of St. George; children John

Blake (Michele), Sheri Lamb (Scott), Sydnee Jolley (Steve), Barry Blake (Toni), Joel Blake

(Mary Ann), Ritchie Blake (Melissa), Bradley Blake (Samantha), Stephen Blake (Rhonda),

Sheryl Bennett (Ian), Shandra McBride (Jason); 32 grandchildren and 2 great grandchil-

dren.  He is preceded in death by his parents, son Ryan Blake, granddaughter Jessica

Blake and sister Vida Albright (Max) and survived by siblings: Gary Blake (Merrie)

Marsha Lynn Gubler (Keith), Jelaine Shrum (David), and Velaine Turnbull (Randy).

ROSS HURST
John Ross Hurst, 67, passed away June 16, 2010, in St. George.  He was born

August 29, 1942, in Provo, Utah to Beth Bruhn Hurst and John Tippitts Hurst.  He

married Julia Ann Terry on September 18, 1965, in the St. George Temple.

Ross spent his formative years in Panguitch, Utah, after which he moved to St.

George, with his family.  They opened Hurst Variety on the corner of Tabernacle and

Main St.  He enjoyed his high school years and became known for his dark glasses,

his rock and roll piano and southpaw pitching arm. After graduating from high school,

he attended Dixie College and worked summers at Bryce Canyon Park.  He loved the

parks of southern Utah and explored them throughout his life.  Ross served a mission for

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the West Central States Mission. He met

his sweetheart on the day of his arrival home from his mission. After graduating from the

University of Utah, Ross and Julie eventually moved home to “Dixie” in 1968, where he

worked with his mom, Beth Hurst at the corner variety store and developed his passion

for retail. Hurst Ace Hardware has grown to a small chain of five Ace Hardware stores.

Ross was unapologetic of being one of the few Democrats in Washington County.

Ross loved Dixie and served faithfully in the community in various positions.  Ross loved

playing the piano and singing with his family.  He and his Mom played duets throughout

his life.  Ross loved to travel and he and Julie experienced many cultures and countries

together. He loved golfing with friends and family, fishing anywhere in Garfield County,

and discussing gospel and politics.  Ross loved life and all it had to offer.  His greatest joy

came from his children and grandchildren, wife Julie and the gospel.

Ross is survived by his wife, Julia Hurst of St. George; and his six children, Robin

Faldmo (David Faldmo) Sioux City, IA; Jason Ross Hurst (Nicole Carter Hurst), St. George;

Jared Ross Hurst, St. George; Justin Ross Hurst (Amanda Meeks Hurst); Rebecca Campbell

(Patrick Campbell), Salt Lake City; Suzanne Stewart (Jeremy Stewart), Washington, D.C.,

and seven grandsons and six granddaughters with one on the way.  Ross was preceded in

death by his mother and father.  Funeral services were Saturday, June 19, 2010 at the Red

Hills Chapel.  Interment at the Tonaquint Cemetary.

Dr. Jay R. BlakeRoss Hurst Charlie Pickett

CHARLIE PICKETT
Charles Morris Pickett passed away at his home in St. George

May 25, 2010 of natural causes.  He had been in poor health

since the fall of 2009, and his family made it possible for him to

stay at home, so that each morning, as the sun rose, he could

look at his beloved Pine Valley Mountain. 

Charlie was born in the R.A. Morris home on Main Street in

St. George on September 14, 1918.  He grew up in a time of

close family, friends and community.  In those days food on the

table meant you were a good hunter and had a garden and

always shared with those who weren’t so fortunate.  Deer hunting

in Grass Valley each year was a joyous get together as well as a

necessity.  It meant food for months to come.

Going to school in St. George brought many victories and

awards for Charlie: trophies in basketball, football, tennis, track,

and debate, and he was Senior Class President.  He was always

expected to become an attorney and follow in his father’s foot-

steps.

In the late 1930s, while walking the streets of Salt Lake City,

in the depths of the Great Depression, looking for work and gut

wrenchingly poor—too poor to support his wife and baby and go

to college—Charlie vowed, “if I ever make enough money, I’ll

give part of it to Dixie College for scholarships for someone in

need.”  Charlie kept that promise and has provided scholarship

funds for 142 students at Dixie College.  At the end of his 1999

Dixie Homecoming Speech he told the audience, “The Lord’s

been kind enough to let me do my thing and I’ve tried not to

bother him…so he could do good work and reward the faithful.

My tithing has been paid to Dixie College.  If that proves to be

wrong, I’ll take the matter up with the Lord on appeal.“ 

Charlie was a cowboy in a three-piece suit. Whether he was

on a horse in the hills chasing mustangs or in a courtroom in the

city, you noticed Charlie.  He filled any room he was in and he

commanded respect. He was brilliant, charming, irreverent, and

always seeking new adventures. He knew and worked with

famous people, but he never forgot his hometown family and

friends. 

Stories that Charlie told of deer hunts, mustang chases and

cougar hunts are legend. Times around the camp fire telling sto-

ries and playing his accordion until the wee hours of the morning

were probably the happiest times of his life.   There were lots of

laughs and lots of stories about his life and times and about the

history of Utah and especially Washington County.  

He was generous to family and friends, giving thousands of

dollars to those he loved, and often to strangers in need. He gave

quietly, sometimes slipping a $50 in a persons pocket or a check

in the mail at just the right time. 

Charles is survived by daughter, Sharlene Pickett; son, Rick

and wife Ruth; stepson, Douglas Sullivan; sister, Marie

Poelhmann; brother, Roger Pickett; sister-in-law, Mrs. Evan (Fawn)

Pickett and many loving grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  He

is preceded in death by parents, E.J. and Ruth Pickett; brother

Evan Pickett; sister, Norma Pickett Covington; stepdaughter,

Cheryl Woods; and grandson, Curtis Reber.  A memorial service

was held Saturday, June 5, 2010 at the Spilsbury Chapel with

interment at the St. George City Cemetery.



DIXIE  NEWS

• College President is Arthur J. Bruhn
• Student Body President is Brent Crosby
• 1st Vice President is Marilyn Fawson
• 2nd Vice President is Darlene Heaton
• Sophomore Class President is John Jennings
• Sophomore Vice President is J.C. Prince
• Freshman Class President is George Staheli
• Freshman Vice President is Charles Brinkerhoff
• High School Sr Class President is Merrill Webb
• HS Sr Vice President is Delwyn Cox
• HS Jr Class President is Clark Christian
• HS Jr Class Vice President is Joan McConkie
• Homecoming Queen is Ethel Lynn Sorenson
• D-Day Queen is Darlene Heaton
• Rebel football finished second in ICAC
• Rebel basketball finished third in conference
• Arlyn Hafen is named an All-American
• Preferred Man is Lee Reber
• Co-ed of the Year is Sheila Baker
• Most Contribution Boy is Brent Crosby
• Most Contribution Girl is Marilyn Fawson
• Enrollment is 272

CLASS OF

Take a look at some
of the history from

the class being
inducted into the
Golden Generation

this year. 

‘60

u BY SHAUNA OTTESEN, ‘85

I T WAS A

VERY GOOD

YEAR

WORLD  NEWS

• John F. Kennedy wins the Presidential election
by only 118,574 votes against Richard M. Nixon
• Israeli Nazi hunters capture Adolf Eichmann, a
Jewish Holocaust mastermind, in Argentina.
• Former polio victim Wilma Rudolph wins three
Olympic gold medals in track and field for USA.
• NASA launches the first weather satellite.
• Birth control pills go on the market.
• Joy Adamson’s Born Free immortalizes Elsa the
lioness.
• Felt-tipped pens are marketed for the first time.
• Drinks are first packaged in aluminum cans.
• Chubby Checker’s The Twist tops the charts.
• Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller Psycho keeps people
out of showers.
• Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow Polka Dot Bikini is a
hit song
• The Andy Griffith Show and The Flintstones air on
television.
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After graduation from Dixie College in 1952,
Jay was drafted into the army during the Korean War
where he served until 1954.  During his tour of duty,
he was decorated with the Bronze Star for valor in
combat.  He joined the Army Reserve and served as
a citizen/soldier for 44 years.  He was recalled to
active duty twice and retired with the rank of
Colonel.  He was proud of the fact that he was one
of an elite group to hold every rank from Private E1
to “full bird” Colonel.  After his retirement from mil-
itary service, Jay continued to serve his country in
the Retired Reserve and as an active member of the
VFW and the American Legion where he served
twice as Post Commander. Full military honors were
conducted on his behalf by contingents from both
the American Legion and the United States Army.

Jay was accepted to Northwestern University
Dental School in Chicago where he earned the
degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery in 1961.  He
met Sharon and they were married in the St. George
Temple in 1959.  Dr. Blake began his professional
career as a military dentist at Fort Polk, Louisiana.
The Blakes eventually returned to Dixie in 1963 and
never left again.  Jay was a practicing dentist in St.
George from 1963 until his retirement in 2003 after
a three year tour of active duty during the Iraq War.   

Sharon Wittwer Blake grew up in Washington,
Utah, and attended Dixie High School and Dixie
College where she was voted Harvest Queen, and
was a member of the inaugural Rebelettes drill team
in 1956.  She was voted Outstanding Rebelette in
1958.  After marrying and moving to Chicago to
support Jay in dental school, she attended classes at
Northwestern University.  Upon her return to St.
George she taught dance and was active in Dixie
College theater and music.  Among her fondest
memories is working with Marion Bentley, Roene
Di’Fiore, C. Paul Anderson, and Ron Garner in
many Dixie College productions.  She was, perhaps,
most active in passing on her love of music and
dance to her children.  The Blake children performed
for many years for civic clubs, in local talent shows,
Christmas programs, and community and Dixie
College theatrical productions (more than 20 pro-
ductions over a 25 year period.)  One of her great
joys in life was watching her children perform.
Sharon also was active in the American Legion for
many years where she served as an officer.  She also
served as President of the St. George Kiwaniannes.

Both cite their years at Dixie as exciting, forma-
tive years where they benefited from the dedication
of outstanding teachers.  They remembered specifi-
cally: A. Karl Larson, Robert Dalton, A.K. Hafen,
Donna Parkinson, Juanita Rogers, Juanita Brooks,
and others already mentioned. Eleven children were
born to Jay and Sharon.  Nine of their children
attended Dixie State College.  Many graduated
with honors or high honors (including one
Valedictorian) and served in various leadership
capacities in clubs, student government and alumni
positions.  Both served on the alumni board in the
early 70s.  All four of the Blakes’ daughters (Sheri,
Sydnee, Sheryl, and Shandra) were voted either
Homecoming Queen or D Day Queen. The tradi-
tion of Blakes attending and excelling at Dixie State
College continues with more than 15 grandchildren
and spouses of grandchildren.  u

HOMECOMING 2010
Hurrah for Dixie!

Continued from page 15
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When Dixie alumna Sara Mikesell

Leavitt, ‘96, talks to others about her humanitarian

work or simply gives words of encouragement

about getting involved, she likes to relate ‘The

Parable of the Starfish.’ In many ways this simple

story epitomizes her philosophy about helping oth-

ers. The story begins one morning as an elderly

man walks along a nearly deserted beach. He

comes upon a boy surrounded by thousands and

thousands of starfish. As eagerly as he can, the boy

picks them up and throws them back into the

ocean. Quite puzzled, the older man looks at the

young boy and asks, “Little boy, what are you

doing?”

The youth responds without looking up,

“I'm trying to save these starfish, sir.”

The old man chuckles aloud, and queries,

“Son, there are thousands of starfish and only one

of you. What difference can you make?”

Holding a starfish in his hand, the boy turns

to the man and, gently tossing the starfish into the

water, says, “It will make a difference to that one!”

Sara’s humanitarian efforts began some-

where between ages three and four with her res-

cue operation of grasshoppers.  Unfortunately, at

the time she didn’t realize that by putting them in

a water-filled jar to swim she didn’t really help

them escape the summer heat exactly as she had

hoped. Since then she has refined her methods.  

Sara and her husband Mike, both class of

‘96, met at Dixie College, and Mike jokingly calls

himself her best charity case ever.  They both

continued their studies at SUU (Sara graduated

with a bachelor’s degree in accounting) and then

moved to Idaho where Mike completed law

school. They now reside in St. George with their

children and many pets, all of which Sara has

rescued from one shelter or another.  Throughout

iting orphanages which lacked day to day neces-

sities, and hospitals for the dying where basic

medical supplies were nonexistent, it was heart-

breaking to consider that their circumstances

could become any more impossible. She imme-

diately began organizing grass-root fund raising

efforts like bake sales and soon found others

readily coming forward, wanting to hold their

own, which she gratefully helped them organize.

Remarkably these little neighborhood bake sales

were bringing in an average of $1000. She and a

neighbor also donated wristbands to service

clubs and PTAs which were sold in local schools

to raise money for the people of Haiti.

“Many people found it a relief to know

exactly where their donations were going.  We

took the money from our bake sales, deposited it

in the Children in Need Account, and volunteers

were getting food and supplies to the orphan-

ages within days,” she explained.  “We had pho-

tos and videos of the places in Haiti where I vis-

ited on display at the bake sales and people usu-

ally assumed it was after the earthquake.  When

I explained this is how it looked before, it was

hard for them to imagine.”

She witnessed many touching moments at

these bake sales. On several occasions kids would

empty their pockets into the donation box and say

that those other children needed it more. People

the years Sara has

found time to parlay

her special compas-

sionate talents into

helping others.

During school she

worked with special

needs students, she

organized humani-

tarian projects for

her family, worked

as a humanitarian

specialist within the

LDS Church, and

even fosters aban-

doned kittens until

they are old enough

to be placed for

adoption in local

animal shelters. 

Then in

November 2007, the

Leavitt family decid-

ed to take on an

adventure even big-

ger and better as

Sara and Mike trav-

eled to Taiwan to

pick up their adop-

tive daughter Mae

from the St. Lucy’s Orphanage.  Mae was 11-

months-old when she arrived in the United

States and joined her three brothers.

Inspired by her adoption experience and

feeling that she could do something to alleviate

the suffering and loneliness of those children

who weren’t as fortunate as her daughter, Sara

undertook several humanitarian trips organized

by the local charity, The

Foundation for the Children

in Need, which primarily

focuses on assisting

orphanages without any

outside resources (i.e. gov-

ernment, private adoption

agencies, church spon-

sored) to aid the Haitian

people.  In August 2008,

she went to the Dominican

Republic where she

worked with refugees, and

in December 2009, trav-

eled to Haiti, arriving home

just a week prior to the cat-

astrophic earthquake that

devastated the country.

Having just been among

the demoralizing poverty of

the Haitian people and vis-

Alumni Updates

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

I guess what I want people to understand is that
it’s not hard or expensive to get involved in
humanitarian work. These kind of experiences
aren’t really that difficult or far out of reach. I’m
a housewife, but I can help someone who would
otherwise be ignored.” — Sara Mikesell Leavitt, ‘96

“

u by Amber Rich, ‘94

Dixie alums, Sara and Mike Leavitt and family
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would pay $100 for a few cookies. A work truck

driving down the street saw the sign and stopped,

and then sent their co-workers back. “I think right

now it’s hard for people to make huge contributions,

but it’s possible to give generously on a smaller

scale.  These bake sales answered that need and plus

there were cookies and cupcakes. What puts you in

a more generous mood than that?”

The Leavitts are currently in the process of

adopting another child, Christophe, an 8-year-old

boy from the Democratic Republic of Congo (for-

merly Zaire) whom they are hoping to bring home

within the month.  When Sara found out about her

new son, she learned that he also had three older

sisters. Because of government restrictions the chil-

dren could never be adopted as a family, but Sara

discovered the One Small Step Fund, which will

allow her to sponsor an education and basic

necessities for Christophe’s oldest sister who is cur-

rently “out of the system” because she is too old to

be considered for adoption. In this way Sara hopes

to keep a connection for Christophe with his sib-

lings in Africa.

“I guess what I want people to understand is

that it’s not that hard or expensive to get involved

in humanitarian work. These kinds of experiences

aren’t really that difficult or far out of reach.  I’m a

housewife but I can help someone who would oth-

erwise be ignored.”

To learn more visit: Foundation for the Children

in Need:  www.ffcin.org and One Small Step

Fund:  www.onesmallstepfund.org

u CHRiS mARtinez ’00, is the varsity

head baseball coach at Arbor View High

School in Las Vegas, Nev. Martinez graduat-

ed from Cimarron-Memorial High School in

1997, where he was named First Team All-

State as a third baseman and pitcher and

was instrumental in the Spartans first playoff

berth in school history. He was named Most

Valuable Player for the American Legion

season the summer before he was recruited

to Dixie College. At Dixie, Martinez com-

piled a record of 19-5 in two years and was

named to the SWAC First Team. In 2000 he

helped lead the Rebels to the NJCAA World

Series where they finished eigth in the

nation. Martinez concluded his college

career at the University of San Diego and

signed as a free agent with the Baltimore

Orioles in 2001. He finished his playing

career in Schaumburg, Northern

Independent League.

Martinez has been involved in coach-

ing baseball for seven years, all as a varsity

pitching coach. He has had stops at

Cimarron-Memorial HS (2002-2003), Faith

Lutheran HS (2005), Bonanza HS (2006-

2007), and Centennial HS (2008-2009). As

a coach Martinez has been part of the Faith

Lutheran 3A State Championship season

and also won Coach of the year in the sum-

mer of 2008, while coaching the Las Vegas

Bulldogs. In the summer of 2006, Martinez

traveled to Amsterdam coaching a prep

USA team which finished fourth in the

youth Friendship Games. Martinez is cur-

rently a part time scout for the Baltimore

Orioles and helps with the southern Utah

and southern Nevada areas.

In 2004, Martinez graduated from

UNLV and obtained his master's degree

from Sierra Nevada College in the summer

of 2007. Martinez is also an adjunct profes-

sor at Sierra Nevada College teaching class-

es in educational psychology as well as

educational theories. He and his wife Kari

have two children.

u LiSA WHiteHeAD

SHAW, ‘75, was born

and raised in St.

George and attended

Dixie High School.

She attended Dixie

College and graduat-

ed with her associate

degree.  While at

Dixie, Lisa was an

active member of

Program Bureau and loved Roene DiFiore.

It was at Dixie that she discovered talents

she didn’t know she had.  Lisa served an

“I find the red sands of Dixie forever on my mind”
LDS mission to Germany while contemplating

which major she wanted to pursue. 

Lisa married Randall LaMar Shaw, from

Magna, Utah, and began her career as a

teacher and mother. While teaching, Lisa

earned her master’s degree in education at

SUU. Her teaching career began at

Woodward Sixth Grade Center in St. George,

and then moved to Desert Hills Intermediate

School when Woodward was closed.  When

Tonaquint Intermediate opened four years

ago, she moved over with most of the staff

and is currently the head of the science

department. In fact, Lisa and her daughter,

Jennifer, are the sixth grade science teachers. 

Randy and Lisa have five children, and

a grandson on the way.  They own and oper-

ate Little Professor Book Center in downtown

St. George.  This summer they fulfilled a life-

long dream by opening up a sandwich shop,

Simply Delicious, in the former location of

Grandma Tobler’s Bakery in Santa Clara. With

the help of some of their children, they run

both businesses.  

“Not only did I grow up in St. George,

but Dixie was in my blood,” said Lisa. “My

father, Wayne, was a charter member of the

Dixie Education Fund that later became the

Dixie College Foundation.”  

Lisa’s “Dixie Spirit” roots go back even

further to her great grandfather, George F.

Whitehead, who was one of the original

founders of Dixie College. Their family mem-

bers have been stalwarts for education in

Washington County.

u jAReD mADSen,

‘06, joined the public

relations department at

Dixie State College in

August as the new

Marketing Coordinator,

where he uses his

graphic design and pho-

tography skills to pro-

mote the college locally,

nationally and internationally.   

Jared was raised in St. George and grad-

uated from Snow Canyon High School in

1999, where he was named a Sterling Scholar

in the category of Trades and Technical

Education. He earned his Bachelor’s degree at

Dixie State in Computer Information

Technology with an emphasis in Visual

Technologies.

“I was offered full scholarships at 

several universities,” said Jared. “But I did my

research and found that the CIT/Visual

Technologies program and professors at Dixie

were second to none. So I stayed and got a

great education.”

Lisa Shaw

Jared Madsen



What fun it is for the DSC Alumni Office to hit the road and
meet alumni and friends of this great institution!  This summer was
no exception.  In June two new alumni chapters were formed in
Idaho. 

iDAHO FALLS CHAPteR:

The inaugural meeting for the Idaho Falls Chapter was held at
Tautphus Park.  A BBQ was held with Jason Kirkham mastering the
grill and in charge of the weather.  President Stephen Nadauld took
the time to greet each guest personally and inform the group about
the happenings at Dixie.  Door prizes were given and games for the
kids were provided.  A lot of acquaintances were renewed and it was
awesome to see alumni and their families.  Two of our former stu-
dent body presidents, Jake and Dewey Denning, are from Idaho and
were in attendance at the event.  Dixie stories were told and fun
memories were shared.  It was the beginning of what we hope to be
a continuation of Dixie Spirit and traditions in the great state of
Idaho. 

bOiSe CHAPteR:

The Boise Chapter was held in the beautiful setting of the Julia
Davis Park.  Alumni and friends gathered to meet and enjoy a won-
derful BBQ meal.  The pinata was a real hit with the children and
George Whitehead gave an update on the College.  A few seeds
were planted there for our friends and classmates to cultivate, har-
vest and replant in years to come.  It was great to reconnect with
our alumni and friends in western Idaho.

Nestled next to the mountain in Falcon Park, the Northern
Utah alumni and friends gathered to enjoy a wonderful evening of
friends, food and entertainment.  This is a favorite event for our
alumni and their children, with plenty of things for the children to
do.  The weather was very cool, but the friendships were warm.
Vala’dee Tanner, chapter president, Kalynn Larson and George
Whitehead, were all there to greet everyone.  Dixie State College
will be celebrating its 100th birthday for the next year.  The new
logo was unveiled and events for the Centennial Celebration were
discussed.  The group was invited to come back to the campus and
partake of some of the activities planned to commemorate this 100
year celebration.
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Alumni Chapter Fun!

NORTHERN UTAH
Vala’dee Hafen Tanner
801-467-1614 
etanner@yahoo.com

SOUTHERN UTAH
Stanton Roseman
435-313-5433
stantonroseman@gmail.com

NORTHEAST U.S.
Greg Prince
301-309-1844
gprince@erols.com

Marlon Duke
(703) 730-3889
Marlon.B.Duke@uscg.mil

PHOENIx
John Bowler
480-926-4392
johnbowler4@cox.net

JAPAN
Nana Miyakoshi
nanabigstar@hotmail.com

LAS VEGAS  
reorganizing - watch for
upcoming chapter news

IDAHO FALLS  
Wendy Stokes Horman
(208) 522-4387

Photos—Top:

alumni gath-

ered in Idaho

Falls at the

inaugural

chapter event;

Inset: Brothers

Jake and

Dewey

Denning

(both former

DSC student

body presidents) compared stories at the Idaho Falls Chapter gathering.

Middle: Edward and Laurie Hall enjoyed the Northern Utah Bar-B-Q

along with other attendees. Above: Greg and Kathy Mills and their chil-

dren participated in the fun activities at the Northern Utah annual event.

tWO neW DSC ALumni CHAPteRS
FORmeD in iDAHO 

nORtHeRn utAH ALumni

Send your mailing or email address as well as those of classmates to: larson@dixie.edu or call 435-652-7535.  

alumNi aREa cHapTER REpRESENTaTiVES



Mother nature cooperated fully for the
Washington, D.C., chapter events held in our
nation’s capitol as Dixie State College alumni and
friends gathered for events coordinated by alumnus
Marlon Duke.  

The first item on the itinerary was a tour of
the Supreme Court Building and lecture in the
chamber.  After lunch at the Capitol building, the
group gathered for a tour of the Library of
Congress.  This beautiful building was a delight to
those present and many vowed to come visit the
building again.  

A special treat on Friday afternoon was having
Senators Bob Bennett and Orrin Hatch take time
out of their busy schedules to speak to the DSC
alumni.  Both men have served as honorary chair-
men for various campus events and golf tourna-
ments.  They have hired and used our graduates to
help in their offices and they both love education.
Senator Bennett discussed what is happening in
Washington and some of the things he is involved
with.  He has played a major role in obtaining
funding for the criminal justice program at Dixie.
Senator Hatch discussed his role on the banking
committee and his service to the state of Utah.  He
entertained us with national, state and local politics
and answered questions.

After these family friendly events, an adult
only dinner was hosted by Dr. Gregory Prince at
this home.  

“This fabulous location is a spectacular way to
end a historic weekend in Washington, D.C.,” said
Kalynn Larson, Alumni Director.  “The atmos-
phere is incredible and food with alumni and
friends is hard to beat.  Dr. & Mrs. Prince were
gracious hosts who made everyone feel welcome.”  

Vice President Stan Plewe showed architectur-
al renderings of the centennial commons building
and discussed the functions that will be housed
there.  

“This building will change the face of the
campus,” Plewe said.  “Many services will be con-
solidated into this building. It will become the
intellectual and academic hub of the campus.”  

nORtHeASt CHAPteR eVent

Photos—Top: The spectacular ceiling was

one of the highlights of the Library of

Congress tour in Washington, D.C.;

Middle: Alumni group posed in front of

the U.S. Capitol Building on the way to

hear Senator Orrin Hatch and Senator

Bob Bennett. Bottom: Senator Hatch with

alumni. Inset: Ralph and Cheri Atkin take

a moment to speak with Senator Hatch.

NORTHERN UTAH CHAPTER

DINNER & AUCTION

NOV. 13 • 7:00 PM
Little America

Catered Dinner (free) 
Silent Auction,
Entertainment

for info call Vala’dee
Hafen Tanner 
801-253-
8848
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2010-2011 Alumni Board

kalynn Larson, Alumni Director

Deb Holland-millet, 

Administrative Assistant

Connor Shakespeare, President

Hal Hiatt, Vice President, 

Special Events

mark gubler, Past President

Wendy Prince bulkley, 

Vice President, Advancement 

and Student Alumni

margaret marshall, Vice President,

Membership

Shauna Ottesen, Vice President,

Publicity

board members:

Russ Feller

Murray Gubler

Mary Hasfurther

Jeremy Hiatt

Kenny Miller

Allison Mudliar

Elna Rae Page

Stanton Roseman

Delmont Truman

Kyle Wells

My favorite spot on this campus, besides the dreaded mud pit of the

great race, is outside the Burns Arena.  There stands a statue known as “the

Rebel Monument.”  Critics say the statue is not politically correct for it dis-

plays a confederate soldier.  But I say to the contrary, for judging this statue

by image alone, overlooks the pure intent of the artist Jerry Anderson.  This

statue displays a true form of compassion.  It depicts one soldier in the heat

of battle risking his life to save a fallen brother.  Engraved below this monu-

ment is a poem titled “Two Little Boys.” I would like to quote a few lines of

that poem.  

“Did you think I could leave you dying, when there’s room on my horse for two?  Climb up

here Jack, we’ll soon be flying, to the ranks of the boys in blue.” 

The College is here today because this community, throughout Dixie’s history, reached out

their hands and lifted Dixie up during her most difficult times.  Two of those most difficult times

were the years 1933 & 1954.

The LDS Church owned the school until 1933, when in the midst of the Great Depression, they

could no longer fund Dixie.  It was in that year, when the LDS Church offered Dixie to the state to

be part of its educational system.  The state legislature approved adding Dixie to the system on the

condition that for two years, Dixie would receive no funding.  The citizens of Dixie organized, and

with outstretched hands, saved Dixie College.  In so doing, ignited a “can do spirit” that we like to

call “The Dixie Spirit.” Neighbor helping neighbor, this community would not let Dixie College die.

Again in 1954, Dixie College nearly faded out of existence.  That year, Utah Governor J.

Bracken Lee informed college president Arthur Bruhn that Dixie College’s doors would be closed.

However, upon inspection of the newly constructed women’s dormitory, known as Dixiana, and

after learning that it had been constructed entirely from community funding and with no dollars

from the state, the governor said, “If this community wants Dixie College that badly, they should

have it.”  That “can do spirit” is “The Dixie Spirit.” Neighbors lifting neighbors, this community

would not let Dixie College die.

When one speaks of the Dixie Spirit, perhaps no individual could possess more of it than the

great Roene DiFiore, affectionately known as Mrs. D.  In 1968, Mrs. D was invited to teach at

Dixie, specifically to teach the school songs and patriotism.  She came and established the

Dixie College Program Bureau. She expanded the love of country, church, school, home

and the love of fellowmen in every song.  Dixie needed a sentimental song, so she

responded with our traditional,' Just For Now." 

In 1990, Mrs. D passed away but her legacy lives on.  In closing, may I share

the last line of the song ‘Just for Now.’  “And so the years will pass, our friends will

come and go, and that’s why we hate saying adieu, to the ones who are so tried and

true, but we must, tho’ it’s just for now.”

Rebels Forever, 

— Connor Shakespeare, ‘03, DSC Alumni President

Back Row Left to Right: Jeremy Hiatt, Shauna Ottesen, Murray Gubler, Margaret Marshall, Connor Shakespeare, Stanton Roseman, Delmont Truman,

Allison Mudliar, and Kyle Wells. Front Row Left to Right: Hal Hiatt, Russ Feller, Deb Millet, Elna Rae Page, Wendi Bulkley, Mary Hasfurther, Kalynn

Larson, and Kenny Miller.

Dixie StAte COLLege 

ALumni ASSOCiAtiOn

bOARD

Fellow Alumni,
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campus.  Every aspect of Stan’s early life incorpo-
rated some aspect of Dixie College and “growing
up I couldn’t wait to get there.”

Stan was a stand-out in his class but most
notably as a musician. “He was a woodwind spe-
cialist and really had great, great skill so that we
used him for about everything,” says Dr. Garner.
“He was a joy to have in the classroom, he was a
leader, people were just drawn to him.  He was
there to take care of whatever you needed.  He
was just a wonderful young man. I call him
young man (laughs), but I always think of him
in that way, and I was just delighted to have
him come back to us as part of the faculty
because he hadn’t changed; he was still that
same great individual.”

Stan recounts watching his older brother
Ted playing in the pep band during basketball
games on the second floor of the old downtown
gym when it was so loud you couldn’t hear
yourself yell, especially against Cedar City. He
took part in “wonderful Dixie traditions”
throughout his childhood and until the day he
graduated from Dixie—parades, painting old
cars from the junk yard and driving them
around town (mostly to throw water balloons),
beard growing contests, skits on the Black Hill
for D-Day that were more like roasts, and the
early precursor to The Great Race which was a
tug-o-war over a great pit filled with water.  

“My dad used to warn me when I was
young to stay away from the pit because every-

body went in. The students used to
run around campus and find people
who hadn’t gone in yet and carry
them back to the pit,” he laughs.
“Every year my dad would feign not
going in the pit, but every year he
would wear a nasty old suit, and
lock his valuables up in his desk.” 

His fondest memory as a stu-
dent at Dixie College was playing
the part of Marsellus Washburn
during a production of The Music
Man. “President Arthur Bruhn was
dying from leukemia. He had just
been flown back from Salt Lake
after treatment and wanted to
see the show.  We performed for
him alone as he laid in a hospital
bed in the audience.”

Stan completed his associate’s
degree at Dixie (with two years
off to serve an LDS mission),
and after leading the Program
Bureau standard, “Just for Now”
at graduation, he “jumped off
the stage and into the Army
recruiter’s car.”  He completed
his basic training and enrolled in
the Armed Forces School of
Music at Little Creek, Virginia,
after which he auditioned and was stationed
with the US Army Old Guard Fife and Drum
Corps in Washington D.C. The Corps is an elite
group of musicians who represent the country at
every major White House arrival ceremony, as
escort to the president at official occasions, and
at memorials at Arlington National Cemetery, as
well as performances around the world.  

During his service, Stan says it was a tremen-
dous experience to play for presidents, heads of
states, and fallen heroes, and he didn’t take the
honor for granted. “I had to pinch myself on sev-
eral occasions as I stood there on the White
House lawn or at a presidential inauguration.”
Still, after spending three years watching the
most powerful people in the world cross his path
and attending some of the most important events
in the world including the funerals for Senator
Robert Kennedy and President Eisenhower, and
the inauguration of President Nixon, the insight
he gained was rooted back to home. “What I
thought at the time was I’m just really, really
grateful for people like Dr. Garner, who prepared
me for such experiences.”

Over 30 years later, with a few more degrees,
some high ranking job titles, and experience gar-
nered from all over the United States, Stan still
has a deep gratitude for his Dixie beginnings,
and feels that in essence the same Dixie experi-
ence is still available today.  “I see Dixie moving
in a positive direction but it’s managed to hang
on to what makes it special. When my parents
taught, their students came over to the house on
a regular basis for help and then stayed for din-
ner. There wasn’t a barrier between the faculty
and students. It’s the same feeling here today. If
educators weren’t dedicated to being educators
they wouldn’t be at Dixie.  They’re not going to
get rich here,” he says wryly.  “It tickles me to see
faculty and administration at events supporting
the kids. It’s just a rare thing.”

And as far as rare things go, Stan should
know.  “They really broke the mold when they
made Stan,” concludes Dr. Garner.  And Stan
Plewe echoes those sentiments: “Dixie owes a
great debt of gratitude to a native son who
loved his Dixie so much that he came home
and brought a concept, an idea, and a plan that
would enrich the lives of an entire county and
college community.” u

STAN EVERETT

Extraordinary Staff

Continued from page 9

Stan is at his best in the heat of a great
football game personally directing in the 
production truck with students in the truck
and on the cameras responding to the voice
of a pro. He can make them laugh when
they should be quiet and he can make them 
grimace when they make a mistake. With
Stan at the helm there is more action and
show in the truck than on the stage or field.
— Stan Plewe, DSC Vice President of Administrative Services
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Red Centennial banners, and historical black and white photos of the

original buildings and students, line the streets around campus and

frame the “D” on the hillside so bold” in honor of Dixie State’s

Centennial Celebration—100 years since Dixie College was founded 

in 1911.


