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Dixie State University!  The Alumni Office is

thrilled that the Dixie State College Board of Trustees,

the State Board of Regents, and our Utah Legislature

have approved the college moving to university status.

We are very grateful to President Stephen Nadauld for

the many hours he has worked on behalf of Dixie State.  His ideas

and efforts to change the school to meet the growing demands of

the community and alumni are visionary.  He and his colleagues

worked diligently to see that the college met the benchmarks neces-

sary to be a university, and then worked with all the necessary

boards and individuals to see the process through.  

We are blessed to have President Nadauld and his wife

Margaret here at Dixie State University, and we want to thank

them for their dedication to this fine institution. They have truly

caught the Dixie Spirit!

D-Day is Saturday, April 13th.  Please consider joining the

Alumni Association as we host the annual “Evening of Dixie” at the

Eccles Fine Arts Center at 7:00 p.m.  This event will be followed

by light refreshments and is a fun way to replenish the red sand in

your shoes! — Kalynn Larson, ‘94, Alumni Relations Director

16 4
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Dixie State College fulfilled one

long-held vision and began another on

Feb. 16, 2013, when Utah Gov. Gary

Herbert officially signed House Bill 61,

renaming the institution “Dixie State

University” and moving it into position

as the state’s sixth university in the Utah

System of Higher Education.

“This is just the greatest thing ever,”

said Dixie State University President

Stephen Nadauld, who was visibly

moved by the occasion. “This is just a

great day for Dixie—an unbelievable

day in the history of this region.”

From its humble pioneer beginnings

to the technological advances of today,

Dixie State

University

has always been able to count on its

core strength —people who have had

the courage to envision a future that

includes an outstanding university.

“I have been thinking of those early

settlers who came to this forbidding, hot

place, where the river washed out their

crops, where some got discouraged and

left, while others died and were buried,”

said President Nadauld. “Many of you

here today are descendants of those

folks whose names are on the

Encampment Mall Monument. They

were really very noble and extraordi-

nary pioneers. Part of their vision, 

preeminent in their

minds, was that

they wanted to

be part of a community that 

had a university.”

And while the challenges of today

are not the same as those experienced

by the settlers of yesterday, President

Nadauld said the goal over these many

years has remained the same.

“Here today is the culmination of

that vision of over 150 years ago, to

become a university,” said President

Nadauld. “The fulfillment of that vision

is an emotional and stirring thing.”

Thanks to the team effort of all those

involved, Dixie State University is

now a reality, President Nadauld

said.

“This has been the quintessential

team effort,” he said, thanking the faculty,

staff, administrators and students for

their hard work in meeting the bench-

marks required to attain university 

status. 

President Nadauld also thanked the

alumni and community members for

their support over the past several years

of sometimes tumultuous change. He

thanked the local Utah State Legislature

delegation and the DSU Board of

Trustees for their tenacity and drive, for

the Utah State Board of Regents for its

commitment to ensuring higher educa-

tion goals are met in southern Utah and

Governor Herbert for his earlier assur-

ances that Dixie State University would

have his support.

“It was a thrill to sit on the floor of

the House and watch all those “aye”

votes pop up,” President Nadauld said,

recalling the moment on Feb. 13, 2013,

when legislators in the Utah House and

Senate cast their votes. Because more

than two-thirds of each body voted to

approve the bill, Governor Herbert was

able to sign the paperwork right away,

allowing students who graduate in May

2013 to see “Dixie State University” on

their diplomas, he added.

“Many of you here today are descendants of those folks
whose names are on the Encampment Mall Monument.
They were really very noble and extraordinary pioneers.
Part of their vision, preeminent in their minds, was that
they wanted to be part of a community that had a 
university.” —President Stephen D. Nadauld
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Governor Herbert also praised the

efforts of all those who believe in Dixie

State University.

“The pioneers didn’t just care about

today, they cared about tomorrow,” the

governor noted. “We are the beneficiaries

of that vision, courage and hard work.

We recognize the past and learn from

those that have gone before.”

Now the challenge for Dixie State

University is to continue on with the

same level of hope and optimism that

exemplifies the past while meeting its

vision for the future, Gov. Herbert

added.

“I hope this day will be one to moti-

vate us, to inspire us, to give us the

vision as we come together and concen-

trate our efforts in having excellence

here at Dixie State University,” the 

governor said. “Excellence in our 

educational system, in our social issues,

our sports programs, in the opportunity

it gives us to have excellent discussions

and debate.”

Students at Dixie State University

will come forth to learn and go forth to

serve their communities, he said.

“That is the hope of today and, I

believe, the reality of tomorrow,” said

Governor Herbert. “Congratulations to

Dixie State University.”

Left: Governor Gary Herbert officially signs
House Bill 61, making Dixie State a University
as legislators look on. They are (l to r) Rep. Don
Ipson, Sen. Steve Urquhart, Rep. Lowry Snow,
Rep. Brad Last, and Stephen and Margaret
Nadauld.

by Nancy Perkins, ‘78



Dixie—the campus,

the community, the

students, the staff, and

fellow faculty—owe a

debt of gratitude to

that broke-down-bus

for bringing Dixie into

Donna’s sites and

allowing us to benefit

from her talents and

intelligence for the

past 31 years. 

arrival to Dixie was a pleasant

mistake that has become part of

her personal lore.  She and her

husband, Keith “Doc” Evans

had loaded up their 1965 VW

bus with three kids in tow and

one on the way to escape the

crime and congestion of

California and look for work in

the oil industry of Wyoming.

As they entered St. George lim-

its fate intervened in the form of

car problems.  As they waited

for repairs, they reevaluated

their determination to live in

the biting cold and realized

that a Nashville native like her-

self might be better suited to

the sunshine and blue skies of

The 1966 VW bus that brought

Donna and her husband Doc to

Utah’s Dixie.

Utah’s “Dixie.” She soon found

a job at Dixie College as a tutor

and math instructor, and the

unexpected stop on the journey

became the destination.  “The

running joke has always been

that our car broke down here

and we never made enough

money to leave,” she smiled.

“But there are compensating

virtues.  The quality of life here

is unsurpassed.”

Her career and her own

academic studies flourished

under the desert sun. She pur-

sued her graduate degree from

UNLV while acting as Director

of the Academic Student

Support Center and holding

down the fort at home.  She

tells of the miracle involved

with the repeated road trips

commuting to Las Vegas to

pursue her degree, “I drove home after my last master’s class,

pulled into the driveway, gave thanks for a safe journey, and my

car died.  Completely dead. We were both done.”

She went on to earn her doctorate from Northern Arizona in

1996 and then in 2001 was named Dixie’s founding chair of the

department of mathematics which was then made a separate enti-

ty from the sciences. This department would become the largest

academic department, by far outstripping the others in population

of students and instructors. Former Dixie President, Lee Caldwell,

complimented her leadership in this capacity, “She tackled this

task without seeming to break a sweat while carrying a huge

teaching load and doing a great job pulling full and part-time

faculty together.”

Because of her impressive track record as a rigorous and

respected professor as well as administrator, Caldwell asked her

to accept the post of Academic Vice President—made all the

more significant by being the first female to attain the title in

Dixie history.  “She is probably the single most respected aca-

demic person across the Utah System of Higher Education,”

Caldwell said at her appointment.  “She brings a focus to excel-

lence and academic rigor and has the ability to deal with a lot of

complexity.”

In this capacity, Donna

became the engineer of Dixie’s

plans to develop the academic

programs necessary for

University status.  Her ability to

take the helm with relentless

determination but focus on the

individual is the hallmark of

her leadership.  Dr. Don

Hinton, her supervisor as chair

and her successor as Academic

Vice President said of her con-

tribution, “There are so many

components of what we cur-

rently have at Dixie that belong

to her.  I am very grateful for

the vision that Donna has had

as she has guided us through

university status.”

He explained that the

process of approving degrees

was a “consistent effort” to

scale the demands of selecting,

developing and finalizing

approval that was impossible to

achieve without passing

through the scrutiny that only

could produce top quality pro-

grams.  “Securing an agree-

ment with the Commissioner’s

office of what degrees would

be appropriate for that agree-

ment is itself no small achieve-

ment.  There are so many pres-

sures for resources and for her

attention and focus that could

have lead us on a much slower

progression towards that goal,

but she successfully kept the

focus on that goal.”

Still he points out that it’s the

dual nature of Donna’s leader-

ship, balancing the practical

with the personal, that produced

such remarkable results in such

an unexpected amount of time.

“Throughout all of this, she has

kept centered on taking care of

the individual. We all feel that

she cares about us.”

In Donna’s own words, it’s

the value of “human capital”

that has given her the spirit to

pursue such lofty goals both per-

sonally and professionally under

demanding circumstances.  As a

teacher it is the validation of for-

mer students who come back

years later and thank her for

holding them to her high stan-

dards.  As an administrator it is

the rejuvenation she feels for

admired colleagues who all

bring different perspectives and

talents to the table.  “It’s my

belief that leadership should be

servant based and I’m grateful to

serve.”

Still, in the world of acade-

mia it’s the mind that matters,

and her pragmatic and keen

intellect has marked her a stand-

out from the beginning.  Striking

out in the male dominated field

of chemistry and mathematics,

she found her golden ticket to

doors typical closed to women

at that time.  “Math was my key

to having options. It changes the

way you look at the world.  It

comes into play whether you’re

dealing with money, organiza-

tion, or teaching the concepts.”

Her natural ability to think

and problem solve parlayed into

ith the passage of three

decades, Dr. Donna

Dillingham-Evans, who retires

as Vice President of Academics,

is bidding farewell after seeing

to completion the official

announcement of her beloved

institution as Dixie State

University.  Reaching the apex

of university status is a poetic

end to Donna’s career as she

has stood as an academic pillar

and driving force in the 

evolution of Dixie.

“Donna’s input to the uni-

versity status process was

absolutely critical,” said

President Stephen Nadauld.

“She understood where we

were with each of our current

degrees, and what we would

need to do, both money-wise

and personnel-wise.  She was

the indispensable contact with

the Regents office, as she made

sure that every degree we put

forward could be justified to the

Regents staff.  This was a huge

job, and I know she spent many

late nights and weekends so

they would understand what we

were doing and approve our

progress.”

Three decades ago the

impact that Donna’s life would

have on this community and

university could hardly have

been a passing thought.  Her

Dr. Donna Dillingham-Evans
Dixie’s Academic Pillar

Bids Farewell

The running joke has always been that

our car broke down here and we never

made enough money to leave.
—Donna

She’s the most talented problem-solver

i’ve ever worked with or for. Anytime,

anyplace—her mind is ready to go.

—Dr. Brenda Sabey ,
Dean of Education and Integrated Studies......      

Dr. Donna Dillingham-Evans

“

”

”

“

Donna loved the students and

enjoyed watching and partici-

pating in their activities such as

the Christmas dance concert.

by Amber Rich, ‘94

Continued, see page 9
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J
ust over 100 years after Sam Brooks slept on the steps to

become the first student to register to attend the new

Dixie Academy, our dear Dixie School will officially be

known forever more as Dixie State University!

Dixie State’s Board of Trustees voted unanimously to

rename the institution “Dixie State University” at their

meeting held this past January 18th. Then the following

week on January 25th, the Utah State Board of Regents for-

mally approved university status and the new university

name recommendation for Dixie State at the governing

body’s meeting held in front of a standing-room only crowd

inside the Zion Room in Dixie’s Holland Centennial

Commons. 

The matter then moved on to the Utah State Legislature,

where Utah State Representative Don Ipson sponsored

House Bill 61, which called for Dixie

State College to attain university status

and change its name to Dixie State

University. On Wednesday, February

13th, both houses of the Utah State

Legislature overwhelming passed HB

61. Three days later on Saturday,

February 16th, in front of a capacity

crowd in the Eccles Fine Arts Center

Grand Foyer, Utah Governor Gary R.

Herbert signed HB 61 into law officially making Dixie State

University the sixth university in the Utah System of Higher

Education.

This past October, the institution announced a partner-

ship with Sorenson Advertising, a St. George-based firm, to

establish a new institutional identity that would honor and

communicate the heritage, history and traditions of the institu-

tion; build upon the already established brand; and carry the

institution into its second century and beyond.

DSU and Sorenson Advertising engaged institutional stake-

holders in one-on-one interviews, focus groups and public

forums in an effort to establish a new institutional identity as

the college progressed toward gaining university status. In

November, a comprehensive quantitative questionnaire was

launched designed to engage all of DSU’s stakeholders in the

process. 

The findings from the online survey, along with all the qual-

itative research and data collected from input gathered through

the focus groups, forums and interviews, were made public at

a meeting Jan. 9. From those findings, Sorenson Advertising

announced its conclusions and recommendations based entire-

ly on the research and data collected

from all institution stakeholders who

participated in this process.

“Every effort was made over to

make this process as open and trans-

parent as possible, while at the same

time engaging all institution stake-

holders to ensure that everyone who

had an opinion about the new name

of the university was heard,” President

Nadauld noted. “Strong feelings on both sides of the name

issue were identified and articulated. It has been a healthy

debate and airing of both our strengths and 

shortcomings.”

All the research and the data provided by Sorenson

Advertising, along with all other information gathered, were

dixie state magazine8

“Strong feelings on both sides of
the name issue were identified
and were articulated. It has been
a healthy debate and airing of
both our strengths and 
shortcomings.” 
—Steven G. Caplin, Board of Trustees Chair
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fully vetted by the DSU Board of Trustees

prior to the Board’s final vote.

The Board of Trustees studied the [uni-

versity naming] issue with intensity,” said

Board of Trustees Chair Steven G. Caplin

“We carefully considered input and recom-

mendations of all stakeholder groups. There

were lively discussions and differences of

opinion about what the name should be.  

“As with stakeholders at large, the

Trustees saw the merits of several different

naming options, and the majority preferred

‘Dixie State University,’” Chair Caplin con-

tinued. “In the end the Board chose to

unite as one body. We unanimously stand

behind the Dixie State University name and

encourage all stakeholders to do the same.

This is the time to combine our resources,

make our best contributions, and rally

around this great institution.”

“This is a marvelous community and

I’m convinced that we will come together

and be able unite in celebration of higher

education, to unite in celebration of diver-

sity and unite in equal opportunity for all,

regardless of race, creed, religion or ethnic

or national origin,” President Nadauld said.

“That is our pledge and we will do it

because that is who are and that is how we

feel about the world in our community.”

her education and professional paths but also proved impressive traits in daily duties

and interactions.  As Brenda Sabey, Dean of Education and Integrated Studies illustrat-

ed with this example: 

“We were having lunch and I brought up an issue about something that I needed

funded and wondered how I was going to make that happen. Donna whipped out her

pen and grabbed a napkin and talked through the problem, asking me questions, look-

ing at alternatives and finally coming out with a good solution that I’m not sure I’d

ever have come up with, but was perfect,” said Sabey. “She handed me the napkin

and it took less than 10 minutes.  That is a common situation with Donna. She’s the

most talented problem-solver I’ve ever worked with or for. Anytime, anyplace—her

mind is ready to go.”

This is a large part of what made her one of the most sought after members for

campus, civic, and professional boards and organizations as well as a prolific presen-

ter.  It is also what kept her traveling sometimes three out of four weeks a month.

Among the ranks of Utah School Higher Education (USHE) she has served on the Task

Force on Mathematics Readiness, the Board of Utah Association of Teachers of

Mathematics Educators, the Chair of the State Ad hoc Committee on Math/Comp

Integration with High Schools, and Chair of the State Math Major’s Committee. Her 18

years of experience as a Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges Accreditation

Evaluator also provided great insight and expertise to her post at Dixie.  

Living her own philosophy of leader-servant, she has likewise shared her abilities

with organizations that lift, improve, and educate. For ten years she served as a volunteer

for the State and National Academic Decathlon, and the Biannual Chair of the

Donna’s input to the university status process was

absolutely critical .        —President Stephen D. Nadauld ,
“

”

DONNA, continued from page 7

Continued, see page 14

by Steve Johnson
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FRIDAY, APRIL 12

6:00 p.m. Great Race, BBQ, Carnival 
Hansen Stadium, everyone invited

Enter a team /  BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY

SATURDAY, APRIL 13

7:00 a.m. Whitewash the “D”
On the Black Hill 

7:30 a.m. Whitewash Breakfast / Under the “D”
Hot breakfast served, no cost

4 - 6 p.m. Alumni Social/ Everyone Invited
Alumni House

Bar-B-Q, Blow up toys for kids, free

7:00 p.m. Evening of Dixie
Eccles Mainstage Theatre

Entertainment and Awards

Light refreshments served

9:00 p.m. D-Day Dance w/ Jazz Band
At the Fountain

Midnight True Rebel Night
At the Fountain

TUESDAY, APRIL 9

7:30 p.m. D-Queen Pageant
Cox Auditorium

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10

7:30 p.m. Outdoor Concert & Food Drive
Campus Amphitheatre

THURSDAY, APRIL 11

6:00 p.m. World Record Attempt
Hansen Stadium

D-WEEK2013 D-WEEK2013
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DSU UNITES TO SPREAD CHRISTMAS CHEER
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in the News
Dixie State

BY STEVE JOHNSON, DSU PR DIRECTOR

As part of its continued support of the KONY-FM “Coins for Kids” radio

campaign, Dixie State University students, faculty and staff came together to

help provide Christmas cheer to families in need in St. George and

Washington County.

This year the Dixie State family combined to

purchase or donate hundreds of gifts, including

toys, coats and jackets, shoes, clothing, diapers

and other necessities for boys and girls from six-

months-old to 12 years of age, during DSU’s

three-week “Angel” Christmas Tree program.

Several of these “Angel” trees were placed

throughout campus, which were adorned with

ornaments specifying ages, genders and gift ideas

for several children in St. George and throughout

Washington County. 

In addition, DSU students held their annual

Christmas “White Out Dance,” which raised just

over $1,200 for the KONY “Coins for Kids” cam-

paign. DSU representatives presented a check live

on the air to KONY Country on-air personalities

Carl Lamar and Marty Lane, while the gifts collect-

ed were delivered to the Dixie Convention Center

later that day and were wrapped by volunteers in

time for Christmas delivery throughout the county.

Dixie State University

Career Center staff member

Kathy Kinney was recently hon-

ored for her service to students

seeking careers through educa-

tion at the 2012 Association for

Employment in Education

(AAEE) annual conference held last October in Salt Lake City.

Kinney was presented with the Priscilla A. Scotlan Award for

Distinguished Service, which is the highest honor the AAEE gives

to a member of its organization.

Kinney, who serves as director of student employment and

credential services at DSU, has served on the AAEE board since

2011. She has played an active role on several AAEE committees,

conference planning and has presented several workshops,

among many other activities in her nine-year tenure in the organ-

ization.

This is the second time Kinney has been honored by the

AAEE organization. In 2007, Kinney was selected as the recipient

of the AAEE Outstanding New Member in Career Services Award.

Additionally, Kinney has served on the Utah Association for

Employment in Education (UAEE) senate and was elected to a

two-year term as association president. 

The Priscilla A. Scotlan Award for Distinguished Service hon-

ors an AAEE member who has made significant contributions to

the national association over a period of years. This award is pre-

sented annually with the recipient being determined by the

Awards and Recognition Committee. 

CAREER CENTER STAFFER PRESENTED WITH AAEE’S
HIGHEST HONOR

in the News

DSU sophomore Krissia Beatty was crowned 2012 Miss

Dixie Homecoming Queen in front of a near capacity crowd

this past Oct. at DSU Avenna Center Cox Auditorium. 

Beatty, an business and marketing major from St. George,

won a full tuition scholarship and an opportunity to represent

Dixie State and compete at the 2013 Miss Utah Pageant next

June for a chance to advance to the 2014 Miss America

Pageant. Pageant hopefuls were judged in physical

fitness/swimwear, evening wear and talent areas of the com-

petition, along with the customary onstage question and per-

sonal interview portions of the event.

Additional awards were presented that evening, including

the Director’s Award to McKell Smith, a sophomore commu-

nication major from Layton, Utah; the Community Service

Award to Lydia Jeppson, junior accounting major from Price,

Utah; Breanna Opdahl, a sophomore communication major

from Wahpeton, N.D., garnered Miss Photogenic honors; and

Kendall Pitts, a sophomore nursing major from Las Vegas,

Nev., was named Miss Dixie Spirit.

Dixie State Board of Trustee Chair Steven

G. Caplin announced in January the creation

of a new minority student scholarship endow-

ment. DSU received an anonymous donation

of $20,000 to establish the new scholarship

endowment, which will be named in honor of current Board of

Regents member Reverend France A. Davis. Reverend Davis, who

has served on the Board of Regents since 2008, is a well-known

and respected community voice in Utah and around the country,

and has spoken on the DSU campus on several occasions.

“This will be recorded as the first scholarship of our new universi-

ty,” Chair Caplin said. “Pastor Davis is a courageous man and he has a

wonderful vision. He has worked very, very hard, even tirelessly, to

improve civil discourse and to accomplish better social outcomes.”

Reverend Davis has served as pastor of the Calvary Baptist

Church in Salt Lake City since 1974, and holds degrees from the

University of California Berkeley, Westminster College, the University

of Utah and Northwest Nazarene University. He is also a noted

author and was a board member with the

NAACP for many years. He helped lead the

successful efforts to create Utah’s Martin

Luther King holiday, and has advocated for

equal opportunities in higher education,

among many other causes. “We’re delighted

with the money that has come in the name

of Pastor Davis and we are pleased to have a

scholarship that honors him,” DSU President

Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld said. 

NEW MINORITY SCHOLARSHIP
ENDOWMENT

The 2012 DSU Homecoming Royalty are (l to r) first attendant Kelby

Morrison, a freshman music major from Oakley, Idaho; second attendant

McCall Spears, a sophomore early education major from Castle Dale,

Utah; third attendant Sara Wulfenstein, a freshman business major from

Pahrump, Nev.; and fourth attendant honors went to Carlie Brotherson, a

junior accounting major from Mount Pleasant, Utah

DSU CROWNS 2012 HOMECOMING QUEEN AND COURT

DSU’s Udvar-Hazy School of Business honored

several student entrepreneurs as part of the 2012

Opportunity Quest competition. Opportunity Quest,

is a semester-long competition where students learn

about how to become successful entrepreneurs.

Zions Bank has supported DSU Opportunity

Quest for the past five years, and donated prize

money for this year’s competition. Students had the

chance to vie for first-place prize of $2,000 and an

automatic entry into the 2013 Utah Entrepreneur

Challenge, which will span three months, culminat-

ing with a final awards banquet at the University of

Utah in April, when the overall winning business

plan will be awarded $40,000 for a business start-up. 

Taking top Dixie State honors, along with the

$2,000 first-place check and bid to the Utah

Entrepreneur Challenge was the student duo of Scott

Hoopes and Gage Miller, who created a “Land Over

Yonder” apparel company in St. George. The purpose

of “Land Over Yonder” is to sell high-quality prod-

ucts, with a portion of all proceeds going to benefit

less fortunate children throughout the world.  

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT HANDS
OUT STUDENT AWARDS
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The Edward Snow Science Center was dedicated March 1,

2013 and is now home to science labs and classrooms.
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LEADERSHiP DixiE ORgANizATiON SETS LEgACY

iN STONE AT HOLLAND CENTENNiAL COMMONS

Leadership Dixie alumni gathered in January at the

Holland Centennial Commons to celebrate the cementing

of the organization’s history in stone as two pavers were

introduced at a special ceremony. Dixie alumnus and DSU

Centennial Campaign co-chair Cheri Atkin hosted the event

to celebrate the history of Leadership Dixie, which was cre-

ated with the cooperation of several St. George-area busi-

ness and education leaders, including former DSU

President Dr. Robert Huddleston and former VP Bill Fowler.
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As part of Homecoming Week 2012, DSU officially

cut the ribbon on its new President’s fitness circuit training

facility, which is located next to the Dixie Pavilion just

south of the Udvar-Hazy School of Business Building. 

Construction on the “D-Circuit” fitness training facility,

which is shaped in the form of Dixie’s iconic block “D,”

took just over six months to complete. 

Designed by Mesa Consulting Group of St. George, the

“D-Circuit” complements the recently installed DSU

President’s Fitness Loops, a system of five walking or jog-

ging trails ranging from .25 to 2 miles in length around and

through the DSU campus. Thanks to generous donations

from Zions Bank, Wells Fargo Bank, and the Ralph and

Cheri Atkin family, among many other benefactors, the new

“D-Circuit” is a welcome recreational addition adjacent to the

already installed sand volleyball courts and Pavilion. 

FITNESS CIRCUIT TRAINING FACILITY OPENS

On Saturday evening, December 1,

2012, Dixie State University and Green

Valley Spa in conjunction with Janice

Brooks presented “Literature Through

the Lens,” a celebration of literature

and art. The event featured DSU alumni

and student presenters, DSU faculty,

and DSU student Katie Hulett’s photog-

raphy. Hulett’s artistic portraits dis-

played memorable women in literature

and set the theme for the evening’s

readings. 

The evening’s first reader, Rachel

Roberts, a DSU alumnus and mother

of three, recited “The Taking,” a poem

about her daughter’s near drowning.

Roberts’ motherly concern and terri-

fying experience echoed every par-

ent’s worst fears. 

Kat Morrill, a DSU theater major

read her essay on Ana Castillo’s “So

Far From God.” Morrill discussed the

book’s religious themes––specifically

citing the main character’s critique of

organized religion. 

The next reader, DSU English

major Aspen Stoddard, read her short

story, “Just Free.” Stoddard’s suspense-

ful tale––about playing with fate and

deep waters––turned menacing when

a storm capsized a young couple’s

boat, stranding them in freezing

water. Stoddard’s narrative showed

that along with men, young women

possess strong survival instincts

too. Stoddard’s narrative was fol-

lowed by a piano solo; DSU

Music major, Morgan Dewey

entertained the audience with her

rendition of Franz Liszt’s

“Consolation #3.” 

Following Dewey’s perform-

ance, Summer Barry, a DSU

Education major read “Education

and Female Empowerment in Charlotte

Bronte’s Jane Eyre.” Summer’s mes-

sage––“let us empower others as we

have been empowered”––was a call for

all men and women to give back to

their communities through education.

English education major, Micki

Erikson, shared her short story

“Drenched,” about life as a military

wife. This writer’s narrative provided a

voice for all American families strug-

gling with wartime deployment. 

A different voice, that of Afghani

women, was heard through Erica

Larsen’s essay “Tales of War.” Larsen’s

paper delivered historical information

about Afghanistan’s political strife and

its effects on Afghani women’s lives.

During intermission, Hulett’s photo-

graphs, calendars, and notecards were

auctioned and sold. These proceeds

benefited Alpha Pi Epsilon—DSU’s

International Honors Society—Sigma

Tau Delta. 

“Literature Through the Lens”

brought Dixie State University and the

community together to celebrate litera-

ture and the arts. Event organizers said

their hopes for a bridge between edu-

cation and the artistic community in

Southern Utah were realized.

AN EVENING OF LITERATURE AND ART

Photographs by DSU

student Katie Hulett

illustrated memorable

women in literature.

The new D-Circuit fitness training facility features eight

workout stations, each featuring shade and lighting 

structures so students, faculty, staff, and the community

can utilize the facility day and night. 
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Expanding Your Horizon’s Conference. She also served as

President of the Southern Utah Math/Science Network,

Vice-President of the Governor’s Task Force on Drug

Abuse, and was a Governor appointee for Education on

POST Council for two terms. 

Within her community she was elected to the St.

George Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

and was also a Governor appointee for the Success

Academy Board for two terms.  Additionally she has vol-

unteered as a judge or facilitator for numerous other

events from elementary school science fairs to Miss Indian

Dixie, as well as serving leadership roles within her

church.  Although not a full account of all her extra-curric-

ular duties it is a strong sample proving how valuable

Donna has been not only to Dixie but the educational

community as a whole.

“In addition to her invaluable work with the data and

the concepts, Donna always exhibited superb judgment

and unusual skill in her human relations ability.  She was an

extraordinarily gifted problem solver who could come up

with creative and effective solutions to a myriad of academic

challenges,” exuded President Nadauld.  “We could not have

done what we did without Donna’s analytical skills, human

relations ability, and superb overall leadership.  She will be

missed.”

Dixie—the campus, the community, the students, the

staff, and fellow faculty—owe a debt of gratitude to that

broke down bus for bringing Dixie into Donna’s sites and the

allowing us to benefit from her talents and intelligence for the

past 31 years.   

DSU recently received Utah State Board of Regents

(USBR) approval to offer three new four-year bachelor

degree programs in Spanish, social sciences composite,

teaching and history. In addition, Dixie State was given the

go-ahead to offer a sociology emphasis in the University’s

integrated studies program and three English minors in

English education, general English and professional and

technically writing. Classwork for all six new degree pro-

grams began this past January.

The new Spanish degree program, which will be

offered as both a bachelor’s of art and as a minor, will pre-

pare students for employment in industry, commerce, social

work and government positions where fluency in that lan-

guage is required. Students may also use the degree to con-

tinue on to graduate-level studies in Spanish or Latin

America studies. The Spanish minor program will prepare

students to function effectively in the language for profes-

sional purposes in such fields as international business, gov-

ernment, teaching, medicine, social work, arts, travel and

journalism. 

Dixie State’s new social sciences composite degree

program is designed to prepare students to become social

studies teachers at the secondary education level. The pro-

gram will help students develop teacher competencies in

American history, world history, Utah history, political sci-

ence, geography, economics and sociology. 

The new history degree, which will be offered as a

bachelor’s of art and science as well as a minor, will pro-

vide students a common core of courses and advanced

courses that emphasize the three essential components of

the core curriculum—historical knowledge, historical

thinking and historical skills. The new history program will

prepare students to pursue advanced study in history or to

enter the workforce upon graduation in business, interna-

tional relations, journalism or numerous other professional

fields.

APPROVAL GRANTED FOR THREE
ADDITIONAL BACHELOR DEGREES 

DONNA, continued from page 9

by Bunny Arlotti, ‘12



fter 35 years of smiles and service, a familiar face will be absent from

Dixie State University this year. After more than three decades of lov-

ing labor at the school he holds dear, Vice President of Development

George Whitehead retired on Dec. 31, 2012.

“George has been employed at Dixie for more than 30 years, and

everything he’s done has just been done with love and great integrity

and with great enthusiasm for the college,” said DSU President Dr.

Stephen Nadauld. “George is Dixie through and through. He is the

epitome of the Dixie spirit. If you looked up ‘Dixie spirit’ in the dic-

tionary, you’d see a picture of George Whitehead there.”

When Whitehead’s extensive Dixie career came to a close at the

end of last year, it wasn’t without some sadness as he departed from

the beloved institution that has become his second home.

“I loved my career at Dixie and wonder what I’ll do without it as

a central part of my life,” Whitehead said. “The Dixie spirit binds

friends together forever. We talk of Dixie, we sing of

Dixie and we brag to others of Dixie.”

But as much as Whitehead will miss the college,

his many treasured friends at Dixie will miss him even

more.

“George is loved dearly by everyone who knows

him or has worked with him,” President Nadauld said.

“It’s been an absolute delight for me to work with him

in every way, and I count him as a very dear friend.”

George Whitehead’s love of Dixie State University

and his true embodiment of “the Dixie Spirit” are

legendary around campus. A St. George native and a

Dixie College graduate himself, he has passed his love

for the school onto his five children—all of whom are Dixie

graduates. He says his grandchildren now look forward to

carrying on that legacy as future Dixie students. But just as

legendary as Whitehead’s love for Dixie is his tremendous

and unfailing work ethic.

“He is unbelievable, and it will take numerous people to fulfill

what he does,” said noted local businessman Stephen Wade, who

served on the Dixie State Board of Trustees for 11 years and as

chairman for seven years. “He’s going to be so missed, because

he’s always picking up the pieces. You know, there are talkers and

Above (l to r) George helped bring many
dignitaries to campus, such as Thomas
S. Monson, LDS Church President;
George was responsible for Dixie’s Hall of Fame and is pictured
here with Hall of Famer, Corey Dillon and his family; George was especially
excited about the the Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons, and played a
big part in securing donations for its construction. 

AFTER 35 Y
EARS, GEO

RGE

WHITEHE
AD IS LEAV

ING

HIS DIXIE
 HOME

George 
inside 

here 

proud 
Dixie Dad

A
Lifetime

of Dixie
Memories

A

nice
mustache 

by Cami Cox, ’08

Continued, see WHiTEHEAD, page 23

Photos above: (l to r)
Center: George with fellow
staffer George Scott at Dixie’s
annual “Star Trek night at
the Cafeteria” — the food
was out of this world! 

Plaid duo—while students
at Dixie, George and Dave
Watson sang at a student
assembly in 1974.

As Director of Food Services,
George was famous for his
yummy beef brisket.

George performed illegal 
marriages in the guise of
“Marrying Sam” at Sadie
Hawkins dances.  
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there are doers, and he is a doer. To know him is to love him.”

“What he’s done for Dixie College – you can’t measure it,” Wade continued. “He’s one of

the first ones there and one of the last ones to go home. He’s always there to do his part and

more. I couldn’t be a bigger fan of him.”

During those many years of diligent work and service, Whitehead has worn just about

every hat there is to wear at Dixie State – from his first position as director of the Student

Center and Food Services to literally wearing the head and costume of Rodney Rebel during

the mascot’s first official year. 

Whitehead has worn the hat of teacher, serving as Instructor of Culinary Arts; he has worn

the hat of Director of Institutional Advancement; he has worn the hat of Associate Vice

President of Cultural Arts and Vice President of Development; and he wore the hats of board

member and Executive Board member of the Dixie College Foundation for 13 years. He was a

charter member of the Dixie Rotary Bowl committee, serving in that capacity from 1986-2004

and hosting such honored guests as Larry King and many Miss Utahs. He has served on the

Leadership Dixie board of directors and the Dixie State College National Advisory Council,

and he was the executive director of the Western States Football League. Whitehead has even

worn a referee’s hat as an officiator for the traditional Powder Puff football game, and he has

performed illegal marriages in the guise of “Marrying Sam” at Sadie Hawkins. It may sound



here is no magic wand tucked away in Marilyn Lamoreaux’s desk drawer that she can 

delicately wave to clear away the day’s work, or some bewitching phrase that magically

tidies up each task. 

There’s no enchantment that mystically creates her perennially bright disposition, either.

Marilyn Lamoreaux, who has served as the assistant to three presidents of Dixie State, is—

according to current DSU President Stephen Nadauld—a true marvel.

“She is phenomenally conscientious,” says President Nadauld. “Marilyn is a lot of won-

derful, wonderful things and I would go to great lengths to tell people about Marilyn. She is

the heart and soul of what is happening at Dixie.”

President Nadauld vividly recalls his first few moments as the new president of Dixie

State College five years ago.

“It was such a delight when I came to Dixie and found Marilyn Lamoreaux. I was appoint-

ed president on a Thursday and Friday morning I called Marilyn to introduce myself,”

President Nadauld recalls. “She was excited to ask me if I knew who she was.”

Marilyn reminded him that the two had served together at Brigham Young University in

1967 as student body officers. President Nadauld was the BYU Student Body Vice President

of Culture while Marilyn was the Student Body Secretary. 

“Her name was Marilyn Foreman then and I hadn’t seen her since those BYU days,” says

President Nadauld. “She is unbelievable. I don’t know how I got so fortunate!”

Marilyn graduated from BYU with a degree in graphic art and a minor in English. While

at BYU, Marilyn enjoyed singing with the group Sounds of Freedom (a group President

Nadauld was instrumental in starting), which

later became the “Young Ambassadors.”

DSU Math Professor Ross Decker is an avid runner so ‘strolling’ around campus isn't 

exactly a word that comes to mind when one thinks of him. But strolling is exactly what he

was doing marathon weekend in 1997. "I knew St. George as a runner, but something com-

pelled me to scope out the campus that day," recalls Ross. "I couldn't find the math building

because it was in the science building. I remember thinking, ‘This is a really small college.’ 

But, I immediately felt at home."

Ross's teaching career began in the first grade, tutoring his older siblings and their friends.

An earnest smile spreads across his face as he flashes back. "I actually knew then that this is

what I wanted to do," he says. Years later, after obtaining a bachelor in math education from

Arizona State University, Ross endured some good-natured ribbing from his brothers about

whether he really wanted to live on a teacher's salary the rest of his life? 

"Deep down I knew what I wanted—to teach math first, then coach,” he said, “So heck

with being a millionaire—I had to be true to myself."

After teaching high school math for 14 years in Mesa, Ariz., Ross moved his family to Provo

where he completed his master's in mathematics education from BYU. Returning to Arizona,

Continued, see STAff, page 20

HIGHLIGHTING THE ExTRAORDINARY 

FACULTY, STAFF, VOLUNTEERS, AND STUDENTS AT DIxIE STATE UNIVERSITY

Extraordinary Staff

MARiLYN LAMOREAUx

Extraordinary Faculty

ROSS DECKER
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“Deep down I knew what I wanted—to teach math first,
then coach. So heck with being a millionaire—I had to be
true to myself.”

Extraordinary Student

he old Dodge bus sputtered and huffed as it slowly made its way

....up and around the large cindercone hill, "I think I can, I think I

can." Aboard the bus, affectionately nicknamed "Chub" by its pas-

sengers was an 11-year-old Veyo boy named Heber Jones. The

two-hour round-trip commute from Veyo to the Woodward School

in St. George was standard for the day. After all, it was 1945 and

the narrow gravel and oil road made everyday transportation

adventurous. 

In the classic children's story "The Little Engine That Could," it

was optimism and determination that set the little blue engine on a

path to success. That same dogged determination could be said of

Heber Jones. "Dad worked for the CCC Civilian Conservation

Corp. earning $30 a month," recalls Heber. "Tuition at Dixie

College was $20 and we didn't have the money. I was working for

a farmer when one day a man made his way through the field

toward me. It was B. Glen Smith president of Dixie College.

‘Heber’, he said,  ‘I'm here to offer you a job. How would you like

to be my assistant?’ I could out-type most of the girls at 70 wpm in

Ms. Ashby's typing class," Heber humbly chuckles, "so I suppose

that qualified me." 

was labeled by an insensitive teacher as "stu-

pid." This, combined with relentless teasing

from some classmates, compelled her to be

homeschooled. 

"I was afraid to go to college because I

feared I would be told I was stupid," she

laments. "It was after my diagnosis that I

realized I was going to get attention no mat-

ter what. Everyone has a struggle. Mine. . . ,”

she says as she places her hand on her walk-

er, “is just more visible. So I decided why

not be outgoing instead of shy!" 

Bethany's Dixie State journey began in

2009.  Her face lights up as she enthusiasti-

cally recalls that first year. "Professor

Pilkington brought history alive to me! I

love English history, especially the domestic

side. I’m not interested in the wars,” she

says with a giggle. When she’s speaking,

Bethany’s giggle and exuberant personality

are so magnetic that most people don’t

even notice the large pain patch she wears

've fallen and i can't get up!" caught our

attention in the 1980s Lifecall commercial,

in which Mrs. Fletcher, along with her walk-

er, has fallen over in the bathroom. The

intended seriousness of the situation soon

became comedic relief for theater and tele-

vision as the catchphrase swept across the

nation. In the 1980s another catchphrase

was born when a spunky, now 27-year-old

Dixie State student, Bethany Austin began

taking her first steps at 18 months old. You

could say her life's motto ever since has

been "i've fallen and i KEEP gETTiNg UP!"

Bethany was born without peroneal ten-

dons in her lower legs, and it took 20 years

before doctors were able to diagnose her

condition—Charcot-Marie-Tooth, a rare

genetic form of muscular dystrophy com-

bined with peripheral neuropathy that affects

approximately 125,000 people in the U.S. "I

have a jazzy, two wheelchairs, two walkers

and an assortment of canes," Bethany proud-

ly beams. She is especially fond of her walk-

er, which has a built-in cup holder! 

For Bethany, childhood was a blur of

falls, pain and confusion. A mild form of

dyslexia led to emotional pain when she

I

T

T

BETHANY AUSTiN

HEBER JONES

Extraordinary Volunteer

Continued, see VOLUNTEER, page 21
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on her upper arm.

In the fall of 2010, Bethany's confidence

soared as she was carrying a 16-credit-hour

load. On Sept. 4, she went to church and

afterward took a nap. When she woke up

she was unable to walk. The disease was

accelerating and Bethany was losing ground

as she battled to remain in school. With

understanding professors and a mother who

wheeled her to every class—also taking

Continued, see STUDENT, page 21

“After my diagnosis I realized
I was going to get attention
no matter what. Everyone has
a struggle. Mine is just more
visible. So I decided why not
be outgoing instead of shy.”

From 1951 through 1953, Heber was responsible for registering

the college's burgeoning student population of roughly 280 stu-

dents, handling his fellow classmates transcripts and everything in

between. " Those were exciting years," he wistfully reflects. "School

Heber Jones has volunteered countless hours in the special collections at Dixie
State for nearly thirty years.

Continued, see fACULTY, page 20

by Nancy Perkins, ‘78

by Deborah Wirth, ‘03 by Deborah Wirth, ‘03

by Deborah Wirth, ‘03
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“In Sounds of Freedom I was assigned to

stand next to a tall, blond, handsome, tal-

ented young man named Terry Lamoreaux,

and we were married two years later,”

Marilyn says. 

Marilyn and Terry have three children

and nine grandchildren. Terry’s career as a

flight attendant and chief purser for United

Airlines meant the Lamoreauxs were able to

travel, see the world, and live in such

diverse places as Illinois, California,

England, Florida and Colorado.

And even though Marilyn was able to

keep track of her old BYU friend periodical-

ly through the years because of his more

high-profile career and callings, she never

could have imagined that their lives would

reconnect again in such a remarkable way.

“We had a great time at BYU and it has

been so fun to get reacquainted with

President Nadauld here at Dixie,” says

Marilyn. The fact that these two BYU alums

are working together again for the benefit of

higher education has President Nadauld

grateful for a second dose of serendipity.

“Marilyn is hyper-conscientious. She

stays until every bit of the work is done.

She comes before the day begins. Her car is

inevitably the first one here,” President

Nadauld says. “She is unbelievably compe-

tent and terminally cheerful. I have no idea

how she does that. She has never worn out

in five years. I can’t keep up with her!”

President Nadauld is not alone when it

comes to singing Marilyn’s praises. Dixie

State College Board of Trustee Chair Steven

G. Caplin is quick to describe Marilyn as an

essential element to the Board’s success.

“In addition to supporting the President,

ExTRAORDiNARY fACULTY
Continued from page 18

“Marilyn is hyper-conscientious. She stays until every bit of the work

is done. She comes before the day begins. Her car is inevitably the

first one here.” —President Stephen D. Nadauld

Marilyn also provides administrative support

to the Board of Trustees,” says Caplin. “It

would be very difficult to function as a

Board without Marilyn’s knowledge and

contributions. Marilyn is very pleasant, pro-

fessional and capable. It is difficult to find

someone who is so personable and effective

at once!”

For her part, Marilyn says she simply

loves her job.

“I have had the honor of working with

three presidents of Dixie State – President

Robert Huddleston, President Lee Caldwell

and President Stephen Nadauld. I feel very

blessed and fortunate to have had this won-

derful opportunity,” she says. “It has also

been a great blessing to have worked with

so many amazing friends and colleagues in

our Dixie Family.”

he became an adjunct professor at Mesa Community

College. "MCC was a great teacher and a real eye opener.

It prepared me for the full-time position at Dixie State that

opened up in 1998. I really take to heart Dixie State’s mis-

sion statement summary that ‘we strive to enrich our com-

munity and the lives of students by fostering lifelong

learning, and by sponsoring activities and events that

meet educational and cultural needs’.”

And you can find Ross doing exactly that as he cheers

on his students both in the classroom and in the stands.

"Students are what make it so rewarding. They make it fun

and light in class." he exclaims, “I feel the best success as

a teacher when a student says, ‘I never understood math

all these years and now I get it!’"

Ross is equally as passionate about running as he is

about teaching and has placed as high as ninth overall and second

in his age bracket in the St. George Marathon. One of his favorite

memories is running the Boston Marathon in 1996 with two students

he previously coached. His enthusiasm for running carries over as

he assists his son, Justin, in coaching DSU's cross-country team.

"He's been both a teacher and a coach,” expresses Rodney Warr,

a junior at DSU. "Coach Decker is always excited and energetic and

wants you to succeed as a student and in life."

“Ross Decker has been a major contributor to the math depart-

ment and the community,” says fellow colleague Lynn Hunt. “We

were fortunate to have hired him, and are lucky to have kept him.”  

"I enjoy versatility and teaching a variety of math levels," Ross

explains. "I remind my students of the need to participate in campus

activities. ‘Join intramurals. Find a club. Create a club!’" 

That feeling of “being home" Ross experienced during that fateful

1997 walk across campus is exactly what he, and his wife Mary have

felt as their five children have been a part of the Dixie State family. Each

one of their children has attended or graduated from Dixie State.

Under the guidance of dedicated faculty members like Ross Decker

other Dixie State University students will continue to finding that feeling

of “being home” as they are guided and steadied along their individual

paths to success. 

Ross Decker (right) and fellow faculty member Lynn Hunt have participated in
“Pi Day” every year with the math department.

ExTRAORDiNARY STUDENT Continued from page 19

me and still resonate in me nearly a half-century later. Heber Jones is

a Dixie treasure! His influence on an entire generation of students

will be felt for generations to come."

Another former student, Mark Hendrickson, remembers well the day

he met his history teacher. "I was the new kid and it was my first day at

Dixie Middle School,” he said. “Mr. Jones sat me in the center of the

front row. He just had a way of grabbing your attention. He was direct

and very knowledgeable and he always had a story. That was 1979, and

33 years later he still remembers me!" 

In 1970, the GI Bill was reinstated, giving Heber the opportunity to

Right: Bethany was
presented the “Heart
of Dixie” award at
the Dixie Awards
Ceremony last
spring.

Far right: Of all her
modes of transporta-
tion, Bethany is espe-
cially fond of her
walker, which has a
built-in cup holder.

Heber Jones
taught history
and geography
to Washington
County students
for 26 years.
“He just had a
way of grab-
bing your
attention. . .
and he always
had a story,”
said Mark
Hendrickson,
former student.

notes when Bethany just couldn't muster the strength to get to

class—Bethany managed through extreme circumstances to fin-

ish the semester with a 3.62. GPA. 

Math Professor Gordon Russell remembers well Bethany's

tenacity. "As her disability progressed, she always kept in contact

and I would give her time to complete her assignments. She

wasn't gonna let it get her down." 

Since the rapid progression of CMT, Bethany can only get to

class with assistance. Her mom, Glenda, is pursuing her degree

alongside Bethany. Wrestling a wheelchair or walker onto the

back of a golf cart, then up to the fourth floor of the Holland

building, is not for faint of heart. Even something as small as a

doorstop has sent the mother/daughter duo tumbling. They howl

with laughter recalling the numerous near-tragedies. 

Bethany is quick to give credit for much of her success to the

Disability Resource Center on campus and the staff headed up

by Bacco Wahabu. "If you have a disability, your first step should

be the DRC. They will help you with everything, from paperwork

to transportation to and from class.” 

With her associate degree almost behind her, Bethany is

determined to obtain her bachelor’s, and she even muses about

a master’s degree. "If Dixie gets a masters program in sewing!"

she chortles. Meanwhile, she is immersed in being an ambassador for

those with disabilities and is a huge proponent of the campus' Disability

Awareness Week. "I think the biggest obstacle is helping people under-

stand that we who have obvious disabilities need eye contact, and most

of us appreciate inquisitive questions."

Though suffering with a disease that mimics old age, Bethany is mak-

ing the best of it. "It’s really funny and really sad, but I can talk with my

grandparents and we compare ailments!" Her big brown eyes give us a

glimpse of a soul who is way beyond her years. "The disease is negative

but I have turned it into a positive, and i will keep getting up." 

spirit was fierce—fighting over the ax, and nearly bringing

down the balcony of the old gymnasium during basketball

games. We also started digging for the Dixiana Dorm. It was

a pick-and-shovel project and everyone pitched in." 

After graduating from Dixie Jr. College, Heber pushed on

obtaining his bachelor degree in education from the

University of Utah. During summer and Christmas breaks he

worked for McArthur Jewelers, where he met and eventually

married the spunky LaRee McAllister. There wasn't a GI Bill at

that time to continue his education, so he began teaching his-

tory and social studies at Delta High School.

In 1961 the Joneses returned home to St. George where

Heber would repay a hundredfold his gratitude for the educa-

tion he received. For the next 26 years Mr. Jones taught

Washington County students geography, history, summer edu-

cation programs, and helped pioneer the AP history program.

Heber recalls, “At Woodward, I ran the mimeograph machine

(which tells you how old I am), and was the school photogra-

pher, but,” he said, shaking his head, “I refused to coach!”

Heber had a profound influence on young minds, such

as local writer Lyman Hafen’s. “I grew up in a family where

stories of Utah were shared on an almost daily basis,” Hafen

said. “But it wasn't until I entered Woodward Junior High

School and sat at the feet of Heber Jones that I learned that

history can and should be scholarly pursuit to understand

the past.  Heber's passion for history, his depth of knowl-

edge and his exuberant manner of sharing it rubbed off on

“Heber Jones is a Dixie treasure! His influence
on an entire generation of students will be felt
for generations to come.” —Lyman Hafen

ExTRAORDiNARY VOLUNTEER

Continued, see VOLUNTEER, page 28
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2013 BRINGS A NEW ERA TO WOMEN’S
SOCCER AT DIXIE STATE

DSU ATHLETES WIN PACWEST COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AWARD

Dixie State’s women’s soccer pro-

gram will have a new look, and a new

coach, as the Storm begins its 2013 cam-

paign next fall. Long time head coach

Linda Huddleston stepped down as coach

last November after 11 successful seasons

at the helm. 

Over her 11 years on the bench,

Huddleston led Dixie to a 145-62-12 over-

all record, with her career highlight com-

ing in 2003, when she led the Rebels to

the NJCAA National Championship and

earned NCSAA West Region and NJCAA

Coach of the Year honors. In 2009, she led

Dixie to its lone Pacific West Conference

title and Dixie’s first berth in the NCAA

Division II tournament. 

“I have had a great time coaching

women’s soccer at Dixie State,” Huddleston

said. “I want to thank the administration for

this opportunity. I’ve had some wonderful players on my teams

and I have loved working with these outstanding women.”

In December, DSU announced the hiring of Kacey

Bingham as the Storm’s new head coach. Bingham comes to

Dixie from Paradise Valley (AZ) CC, where she led the Pumas

to two NJCAA national titles in three years, including an unde-

feated 23-0-1 title run in 2012. Bingham, who posted a 125-

14-8 overall mark in seven seasons at PVCC, has high hopes in

returning Dixie to national prominence right out of the gate.

“I’m absolutely thrilled to be part of the [Dixie] program,”

Bingham said. “I think if we get the group together quickly, I

have high expectations for a good season next year.”

Dixie State cross coun-

try runner Rachel Young

made the most of her final

year of eligibility as she put

together arguably one of

the finest individual seasons

ever recorded by a student-

athlete in school history.

Young, a senior nursing

major from Holliday, Utah,

won two races, earned con-

ference and regional accolades, and became the first Dixie

cross country athlete to earn All-America honors this past sea-

son. 

Young, who was named DSU Female Athlete of the Year as

a junior, won back-to-back races last season, first claiming vic-

tory at the UNLV Desert Classic, followed up with a first-place

finish a week later at the Southern Utah University-hosted

Color Country Invitational. She then went on to earn first-team

all-conference honors with a fifth-place showing at the PacWest

Championships, and placed eighth-overall at the NCAA West

Regional race, which earned Young a spot in the NCAA

Division II National Championship—a race she fell one spot

short of qualifying for the year prior.

Young was one of 249 runners from across the country

who competed at the D-II championship race, which was held

this past Nov. 17, in Joplin, Mo. Though she did not win the

individual national title, she used a late kick in the final quarter

mile of her final collegiate race to finish in 28th-place overall,

which clinched her All-America honors. 

For the second-straight year and the third time in four years, Dixie State Athletics has won the

Pacific West Conference’s Community Engagement Award for the department’s continued dedication to

providing service in St. George and around Washington County. During the 2011-12 academic year,

DSU student-athletes, coaches and athletic administrators have combined to provide nearly 1,400

hours of community service, more than doubling the amount provided the year prior.

“We are humbled to receive the PacWest Community Engagement Award again this year,” DSU

Athletic Director Jason Boothe said. “The development of our student-athletes into champions in the

community and in life is just as important as winning championships.”

“We hold this award in very high regard. All credit goes to our tremendous student-athletes,

coaches, staff and community,” Boothe added. “The St. George and surrounding Southern Utah area is

filled with wonderful people and they have supported us very well throughout our history. We make a

very concerted effort to give back to our community in every way possible.”

Kacey Bingham

Linda Huddleston

DSU SPORTS UPDATE BY STEVE JOHNSON, DSU PR DIRECTOR
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Coming off its most suc-

cessful season in six years of

NCAA Division II competition,

the Dixie State baseball pro-

gram headed into the 2013

campaign believing that

“Pfate” will take the Storm to a College World Series

berth and a step closer a national title. For the first

time in 17 years, DSU will take the field with a new

leader in the dugout as Head Coach Chris

Pfatenhauer begins his first season as Dixie skipper.

Pfatenhauer came to Dixie after spending the

past three seasons as an assistant coach at the

University of Nevada, Reno. He also spent time as

an assistant at NCAA D-II powerhouse Chico (CA)

State and at the College of the Ozarks in Missouri,

where he served as an assistant for one season

before becoming head coach for two seasons

beginning in 2005, when he led the Bobcats to

their first playoff appearance in 20 years.

Dixie State entered the 2013 season ranked

fifth overall in the NCBWA West Region preseason

poll, one spot behind PacWest newcomer Cal

Baptist, while Chico State began the year atop the

poll. In addition, senior righthander Mike Dedrick

(2012: 6-5, 3.55 ERA, 54 K) was voted to the

NCBWA West Region preseason second team. 

Last season, Dixie State advanced to NCAA

West Regional and came within one game of

advancing to the D-II World Series in Cary, NC.

Even though this is his first year with the program,

Pfatenhauer believes Dixie has the right pieces in

place to make another run at a World Series berth.

“Our goal is to get the College World Series,”

Pfatenhauer said. “The players know that it’s realis-

tic because they were there last year, they were

one game away. We have so many guys back, we

have a really good coaching staff, we have really

good players and we have a great facility.”

Pfatenhauer inherits a program that was built

on a steady foundation laid by former coach Mike

Littlewood, who left the Dixie program last summer

after 16 years in the DSU dugout to take the reigns

as head baseball coach at his alma mater, BYU.

Littlewood left Dixie as the program’s winningest

coach, compiling a 563-238 (.702) record, while

capturing nine league titles along the way, includ-

ing seven SWAC championships and two PacWest

crowns. He led the Rebels to four NJCAA World

Series appearances, including a 2004 national title

and a national runner-up finish in 2001. 

like a lot of time and a lot of work, but for Whitehead, work isn’t work when it’s

been in the service of the college he loves.

“I have always enjoyed the Dixie Spirit and what it teaches our Dixie faculty,

staff and students,” he said. “Once you’ve been touched by the Dixie Spirit, all that

you do as a student or employee never again is work—it’s more like service. You do

it out of joy and the carrying on of the legacy handed down from those who worked

so hard to create Dixie College and the community.”

Among highlights of his Dixie career, Whitehead fondly recalls such happen-

ings as trips to the National Basketball and JUCO Baseball championships; serving a

banquet to more than 8,500 Amway representatives within a two-hour timeframe;

being part of numerous new building dedications at Dixie—most recently the

Holland Centennial Commons and the Snow Science Center; serving under six dif-

ferent college presidents; presiding as emcee at school assemblies; serving banquets

with the future flight attendants known as “the Hilites”; carving garnishes for

Mother’s Weekend; taco eating contests during Men’s Week; numerous Sears Art

Shows and Sales; hall of fame inductions; commencements; convocations; National

Advisory Council events; alumni events from Washington, D.C. all the way to Japan;

numerous homecoming parades; Dixie athletic events; the Celebrity Golf Classic;

Fire & Ice scholarship fundraisers and countless other treasured occasions that live

on in his memory.

“I’ve had over 35 years of highlights,” he said.“I most enjoyed the wonderful

coworkers that shared all of these events and my career with me,” he added. “They

are those who make Dixie special.”

And some memories Whitehead would just as soon forget?“Food fights in the

cafeteria and power outages with freezers full of food for the semester,” he said.

Dixie has certainly undergone some changes since Whitehead attended as a

student. In those days, enrollment at the college was around 680; at his retirement,

the student body totaled more than 9,000. The campus footprint has grown to occu-

py all the pre-purchased land of the late 1950s and now extends to the Taylor Health

Science Center and Hurricane Center.

“What a bright future for those who get to work and attend at this university,” he

added. “The future is about our alumni, faculty, staff and students and their under-

standing that this university is about the past, present and future. It’s about building

quality education, values, standards and virtues. It’s about finding the Dixie Spirit

through involvement and giving. It’s about legacy building. My grandchildren look

forward to the day when they can attend Dixie State.”

With red dirt firmly embedded in his shoes—and sure to remain there for as

long as he lives—Whitehead leaves Dixie State to pursue new adventures. For

starters, grandchild No. 12 is due to be born in May,

and George will soon be serving as President of the

Mexico City West Mission for the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, alongside his wife Dixie.

But with all the bustle of new activity, Whitehead

knows the university he loves won’t be far from his

thoughts.

“I hope to return and be of some assistance

at Dixie,” he said.

The countless individuals who will greatly

miss Whitehead on campus also share that hope

with him.

There’s only one George Whitehead,”

Wade said. “He is the epitome of what Dixie

State University stands for.”
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Chris Pfatenhauer

DSU BASEBALL: 
BELIEVING IN “PFATE”

Whitehead Continued from page 17

George and 
Dixie Whitehead bid a fond
farewell to Dixie State.

DSU HARRIER
RACHEL YOUNG
EARNS XC 
All-AMERICAN
HONORS
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at West Virginia University Eye Institute.

At the time of his acceptance, an oculo-

plastic surgery fellowship was the second

most competitive fellowship to enter in all

of medicine.  

Ten years after leaving Utah, and

three kids later, Harris returned to Utah to

practice. He bought the practice of Dr.

Branson Call in Salt Lake City. Dr. Call is

well known for his humanitarian work all

around the world. Harris was very

intrigued by Dr. Call's service and wanted

to emulate his humanitarian efforts. In

early 2012, Dr. Harris and Dr. call trav-

eled to Hanoi, Vietnam and performed a

week of patient care and surgery at a

small hospital. They were able to treat

dozens of patients with facial deformities

and injuries. In August 2012, Dr. Call and

Dr. Harris travelled to Port-au-Prince,

Haiti. A hospital in the center of the city

was the site of scores of surgeries on

patients with very significant injuries and

u DR. MATHESON HARRiS, ‘96, a board

certified ophthalmologist and oculoplastic

surgeon, recently returned to Utah to

practice. He set up clinics in Salt Lake

City and St. George, and is working close-

ly with eye doctors at Dixie Ophthalmic

Specialists at Zion Eye Institute. 

When Harris started at Dixie College,

naysayers in Salt Lake told him he’d have

a hard time getting into medical school if

he did undergraduate work at Dixie. After

returning from an LDS mission in

Australia, he returned to Dixie College

where he was roommates with his

younger brother Tom, now an anesthesiol-

ogist in Colorado. Harris ignored the

doubters, completed an associate degree

at Dixie, and then went on to SUU. In the

interim, he met MiCKi BULLOCK, ‘96, of

Santa Clara, an education major, and they

married in 1998.  They both completed

their associate degrees at Dixie and bach-

elor degrees at SUU. Micki taught ele-

mentary school in Enoch, Utah and later

in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

After graduating magna cum laude,

Harris was accepted to medical school at

Penn State University College of Medicine

in Hershey, PA. “Getting into medical

school was thrilling, but to have done it

with a first-rate education from Dixie

College and SUU made it all the more

rewarding,” he said.  

In medical school, he became inter-

ested in eye surgery and did several

research projects looking at diabetic eye

disease. However, he says he truly found

his calling while on a plastic surgery rota-

tion, where he saw numerous eyelid and

eye socket surgeries with compelling

results. “The change that was wrought in

these patients after 30-60 minutes worth

of surgery was astounding. People who

had lived with eyelid and facial deformi-

ties for years were given a new

lease on life,” Harris explained. “I

knew I wanted to be involved in

facial surgery.  Luckily, I found

oculoplastics, which is a combina-

tion of eye surgery and plastic sur-

gery.  You are trained extensively

in both disciplines, learning the

delicate techniques required to

operate around the eyes and

face.”

After completing a residency in

ophthalmology at the University of

North Carolina-Chapel Hill, he

entered a nationally recognized

fellowship in oculoplastic surgery

Alumni Updates Dixie Alum is Naismith Coach of the Year
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Above: Dr. Matheson
Harris examines a young
boy outside Hanoi,
Vietnam, 

Top: Harris instructing
local doctors in Vietnam
on eyelid reconstruc-
tion.

Dixie Alum Quincy Lewis was named the Naismith Coach of

the Year for 2013

Above: Dr. Branson Call (left) and Dr. Matheson Harris (right)
outside a large buddhist temple near Ninh Binh, Vietnam.

u QUiNCY LEWiS, ’91, 

was named the 2013 Naismith Boy's High

School National Coach of the Year after

guiding his Lone Peak Knights basketball

team to a 26-1 regular season record,

including a perfect 10-0 in Region 4 play,

and a 5th Class 5A state title in six years

in Utah. 

Lewis was recognized at the Atlanta

Tipoff Club’s Naismith Awards Banquet on

March 19 in Atlanta, Ga. He has a win/loss record of 209-35 in

ten years at Lone Peak. His team has been in the national spot-

light all year and finished with a No.1 ranking by MaxPreps.  

“While Lone Peak's trio of BYU commits have been getting

all the on-court highlights, the man orchestrating the show from

the sideline received the nation's biggest high school honor,”

said the Deseret News. “While Lone Peak has flourished under

the individual talents of its star players, Lewis has impressed

both local fans and national pundits with his ability to make in-

game adjustments, including his vaunted 1-3-1 zone defense. 

“Lone Peak students traditionally chant "we love Quincy"

in the closing minutes of home games, while the players them-

selves don't hesitate to speak glowingly of the head coach,” the

Deseret News article continued.  

Lewis  played point guard for the Rebels basketball team

under Coach Ken Wagner and Coach Dave Rose from 1989

through 1991.

“Dixie was an absolutely great experience for me,” Lewis

said. “I loved St. George and the College.  I still remember Pat

Roper telling me that once I got the red dirt in between my toes

I would always want to come back . . . she was right!  

“I can remember Edie Seipp and George Whitehead (cafe-

teria) just treating me great and taking care of me there.  I was

fortunate to play for two really good people who are also very

good coaches —Ken Wagner and Dave Rose. I stay in contact

with both of them to this day. Dan Watson is also a very dear

friend of mine.  We speak once or twice a year and I visit him

each time I come through the area.  He was a great friend while

I was there.

“Honestly, I could go on and on about Dixie,” Lewis raved.

“I loved it. I got the education I needed and had a great time at

the school and in the area.“

After his time at Dixie, Lewis played basketball at Wagner

College, a small college in Staten Island, N.Y., in 1991-93 and

graduated in sociology. He was recently inducted to the Wagner

College Hall of Fame. He received a master's in exercise sci-

ence at the University of Utah in 1995. Lewis coached and

taught at BYU-Hawaii from 1995 to 1997 and at Utah Valley

University from 1997 to 2002. He coached at SUU in 2002-03

and has coached and taught at Lone Peak High School from

2003 to the present. 

Lewis  and his wife Debbie are the parents of four children

Kodiak 9, Cooper 7, Maeve 4, and Mallory 1.

diseases, from neglected cancerous growths to severe scars from anthrax. “The peo-

ple of Haiti live on less than two dollars a day,” said Harris. “Medical care is

extremely limited. The cost of a single CT scan is more than some people make in

an entire year. The vast majority of the patients they saw would not have been able

to afford paying for surgery out-of-pocket.” Harris and Dr. Call now rotate trips, so

that one of them returns every three months to Haiti to treat the backlog of patients. 

Mat and Micki are happy to be back in Utah. “It was fun to see the East and

get my training,” said Harris, “ but Utah is my home and where I want to practice

for the duration of my career. Coming full circle back to St. George is such a

great feeling.”

“I want anyone who doubts that an education from Dixie State University is 

valuable to know you will be more prepared than you can imagine. I hope my kids

will consider this great school and be able to have the same great experiences that

I had.” 

Mat’s patients return for their post-op check, Port-au-
Prince, Haiti in August 2012. Dr. Matheson Harris & Micki Bullock Harris familyContinued, next page

MATHESON AND MiCKi HARRiS, Continued
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Bill Bringhurst (September 19,1925- July 17,

2012) St. George, UT

Rose Elizabeth (Beth) Andrus Thompson (June

3, 1918-July 23, 2012) St. George, UT

Ralph Hafen (February 16, 1925-August 24,

2012) St. George, UT

Larry Earl gregerson (September 2, 1944-

August 27, 2012) St. George, UT

Robert James Horlacher (March 30, 1931-

October 19, 2012) St. George, UT

Kim DeMille (April 28, 1966- October 22,

2012) St. George, UT

Vivian Leavitt Palmer (February 8, 1909-

October 22, 2012) Cedar City, UT

Banard Ervin Hafen (November 20, 1921-

October 25, 2012) St. George, UT

Elaine Schmutz Moody (June 3, 1933-

October 30, 2012) Deseret, UT

floyd Hunt (June 4, 1923- November 6,

2012) St. George, UT

Shirlee Ann graf Bray (October 14, 1942-

November 11, 2012) Santa Clara, UT

Alma Sullivan Spendlove (May 18, 1925-

November 13, 2012) St. George, UT

Marie Cox Meeks ( June 11, 1913-November

14, 2012) West Valley City, UT

fern Carter (July 2, 1921-November 17,

2012) St. George, UT

Alta Deneice Truman Snow (March 23, 1936-

November 22, 2012) St. George, UT

Katie Dean Hall Blake (June 11, 1939-

November 26, 2012) Provo, UT

Elwood Murray Harrison (September 2, 1929-

December 5, 2012) St. George, UT

Asha Hagan ( January 4, 1985-December 17,

2012) St. George, UT

Herschel Hafen (January 22, 1919-

December 22, 2012) Washington, UT

Rhean Hall Pendelton (January 5, 1933-

December 30, 2012) Pine Valley, UT

Milton A Robertson (November 16, 1926-

December 31, 2012) St.  George, UT

Enid Webb Spafford (November 4, 1921-

December 31, 2012) St. George, UT

gary george (December 29, 1929- January

1, 2013) St. George, UT

Donald Cameron (October 2, 1927-January

11, 2013) Tooele, UT

Chrishel Leech (December 8, 1977-January

16, 2013) Tropic, UT

Melba Wildin (November 11, 1925-January

20, 2013) St. George, UT

Barbara Joy Atkin (November 3, 1929-

January 22, 2013) St. George, UT

Valeri zachary (April 17, 1970-January 23,

2013) Las Vegas, NV

Catherine Bowen (March 11, 1923-February

2, 2013) St. George, UT

Amy Johnson Shafer (May 13, 1976-February

7, 2013) St. George, UT

Clare Lorin Reber (January 16, 1925-February

8, 2013) Santa Clara, UT

ALUMNi & fRiENDS Of DixiE

DEATHS

Robert James Horlacher, 81, passed away Friday October 19, 2012. He was

a long time faculty member and coach at Dixie who was extremely dedicat-

ed to his students. His passion and love for his students and athletes made

him a champion in their lives. “Coach,” as he was fondly called, always had

time to help, encourage and support.  His home was a gathering place for

family, students and athletes alike, especially on Sunday nights after church

where a delicious home cooked supper was enjoyed by all. He was once

honored by students at half-time during a football game, and was introduced

as “the ultimate role model.”

Robert was born March 30, 1931 in Ely, Nevada to Harry and Susan Christiansen Horlacher.

Raised in Tooele, Utah, Ely and Pioche, Nevada, he learned the meaning of hard work while helping

his father run the Horlacher Stop Grocery Store. Robert married Roma Bently in 1950, and they

raised eight children. He attended Dixie College, and BAC (SUU) before transferring to Utah State on

a football scholarship.  There he earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in physical education and

speech. He taught high school for many years before moving to St. George to teach physical educa-

tion at Dixie College. He was an assistant coach and coach in football and most women’s sports at

Dixie. He also taught swimming and directed the intramural sports program. 

Robert was the perfect example of a great husband, father, son, brother and grandfather.  His

example of love, generosity and patience echoed through the lives of the many family, friends, students

and athletes that he came in contact with throughout his life. He was called a “man of fairness.”

In 1971, Robert, along with Sherm Miller, were the first organizers of the St. George Marathon

where he also competed with the fifty-five other runners. He also spent a lot of time serving in Little

League baseball and especially enjoyed hiking though the beautiful red desert trails of southern Utah.

Robert is survived by his children, Russell (Ann) Horlacher, St. George; Rexine Bullock of St.

George; Kris Nielsen of Puerto Moralos, Mexico; Liz (Les) Bracken of Perry, UT; Tricia (Kirt) Nelson of

Diamond Valley, UT; Bentley Sullivan of Brigham City, UT; Scott (Nan) Horlacher of Las Vegas, NV;

and Tracy (Tony) Bigelow of Lantana, Texas; 27 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren and 13

great-great-grandchildren.  He is also survived by his siblings: Ron (Audrey), Pete (Dee), Tom (Helga),

Mike (Jean), Jane (Tom) Adams, Mary Sue (Bob) Bishop, Gail (Owen) Roundy, and Dorothy (Steve)

Fluckiger.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Roma: parents and brother, Kenneth Horlacher.

In  MemoriamAlumni Updates
u MEL PUTNAM, ’88, maintains that the

most significant thing that happened while

at Dixie State was that he met his wife,

Cami Davies from Hooper, Utah.

“Cami was talked into coming to Dixie

following a high school senior trip to

Hawaii,” said Mel. “The trip was chaper-

oned by my sister Christine and brother-in-

law, Gary Nelson (both previous Dixie grad-

uates) who talked up the campus and then

introduced her to me!”

Mel has many other wonderful memo-

ries of his time on Dixie’s campus. He loved

the personal feeling in the classroom and

friendship among the classmates. He fondly

remembers basketball games in the old gym-

nasium (the Burns arena was completed just

in time for graduation, and landscaping was

being completed the morning of the cere-

mony). Mel also enjoyed working with Karl

Brooks and Doug Alder as consultants in

booking guests for Institute firesides.

As sophomore class president, Mel was

involved in all aspects of student life at

Dixie. He served as Homecoming Parade

Chairman in 1988, and remembers enlisting

the help of his father Howard Putnam, long-

time popular music professor at Dixie, who

judged the band competition for the parade.

As the youngest child in the family, Mel was

the first of his siblings to miss having his

Dad as a teacher at Dixie, as Howard had

retired just a year earlier. 

After graduation from Dixie, Mel went

on to earn his bachelor’s degree from

Brigham Young University in advertising

management in 1991. He worked in resorts

in Mesquite and Las Vegas from 1991 to

received his associate degree from

Dixie College and his bachelor of

science degree in microbiology

from Arizona State University. He

received his medical doctorate

from the Medical College of

Wisconsin in Milwaukee and 

completed his internship in inter-

nal medicine there as well as a residency in

physical medicine and rehabilitation, where

he served as chief resident in his final year.

Since completing his residency, he was in

private practice in the field of pain manage-

ment as well as rehab in Savannah, Georgia.

Wayne says his education at Dixie 

prepared him well for his medical career.

“I could never forget the great profes-

sors at Dixie like Andy Barnum teaching

biology and Clifford Dean in chemistry,” said

Wayne. “As I recall, I almost blew up the lab

making one of the compounds! 

“There were only six students in the

entire 200 Level Organic Chemistry class

which was great for study together. However,

there was definitely competition as most of

us were pre-med or pre-dental bound and

needed to earn top grades. There were only

14 students in Grant Hinchcliff's physics

class and again, very competitive.”

Wayne did take a course that was not

science based, communications with Ned

Carnahan, and was able to help operate the

Dixie College radio station, KRDC 90.1.

Wayne has been married since 1979 to

Susan Maher and they are the parents of five

children. The oldest of their sons is also a

physician and is currently completing a 

residency in radiology.  

u DR. WAYNE WOODBURY, ’81, moved

his medical practice from Savannah, Ga.,

and joined Zion Pain Management in St.

George in 2012. He is board certified by the

American Board of Physical Medicine and

Rehabilitation and has over 20 years experi-

ence in interventional pain management. 

Wayne is a native of St. George and

1999, and then started his own busi-

ness, Vision Studio Advertising Design, in

1999. His company provides business start-

up and marketing design, consulting, web

design, print design and electronic advertis-

ing collateral to a variety of Southern

Henderson companies — including Treasure

Island, City of Henderson, Precision

Opinion, ClubCorp golf courses, and many

others.

Mel said he loves coming back to visit

the college. “One of my great joys has been

introducing a new generation of youth to St.

George and Dixie State University,” he said,

“including all the great sporting, cultural and

educational events that come from the cam-

pus. The surrounding landscape and hidden

natural treasures that the area provide have

become favorites of my children and many

youth groups over the past five years!”

Mel and Cami are the parents of five

children ages 19 to 6.

Mel and Cami Putnam Wayne Woodbury
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u JEROME JONES, ’07, graduated from Dixie State with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education,

and was soon hired as a full-time teacher. After being laid off the following year, he decided to return to

school to earn a master's degree in coaching and athletic administration at Concordia University. While

pursuing his degree, Jerome coached varsity basketball and cross country and worked on writing chil-

dren's books. He completed his master’s degree and also published his first children's book, The

Mystery of the Lost Recipe, in 2012. “My overall goal is to get a full time teaching job and/or have a

career at a University in the athletic department, as a coach, athletic director, or academic advisor,” he

said. 

Jerome began writing the book while teaching his 4th grade class about nutrition and exercise. 

The Mystery of the Lost Recipe is a story about two children that help their local beach town. They are

on a mystery to help Mr. Nut, the owner of The Orange Surf Restaurant, to find his lost recipe before its

too late.  While on this mystery they teach the readers about the importance of wellness and fitness . . .

all in a fun, enjoyable way. Jerome believes in teaching and writing books that encourage children to

read while inspiring them to do good things. 



NORTHERN UTAH
Vala’dee Hafen Tanner
801 467-1614 
etanner06@yahoo.com

LAS VEGAS  
Bryce Thiriot
702 401-1786

BOISE IDAHO
Rebecca Stucki
202 442-9008
rrstucki6@msn.com

IDAHO FALLS  
Marc Harrison
208 709-1636

NORTHEAST U.S.
Greg Prince
301 309-1844
gprince@erols.com

Marlon Duke
703 730-3889
Marlon.B.Duke@uscg.mil

PHOENIx
John Bowler
480 926-4392
johnbowler4@cox.net

JAPAN
Nana Miyakoshi
nanabigstar@hotmail.com

A special alumni

event was held in

February for

Washington D.C.

area alumni of all

Utah Colleges and

Universities. Elder

Jeffrey R. Holland

was the speaker at a

reception where

Dixie Alums Alisha

and Marlan Duke,

and J’Lynn and Greg

Prince (above) and

Sherri and Allen

Topham (left)

enjoyed the

evening.

Above left: Bonnie and Allen McAllister reconnected with Dixie alumni

at the recent Southern California Alumni Chapter event. Above right:

Dave and Sandra Castle enjoyed the Dixie State Basketball game

against Azusa Pacific and watched Dixie State garner a victory.  

Send your mailing or email address, as well as those of classmates, to: larson@dixie.edu or call 435-652-7535.  

AlUmnI AREA CHApTER REpRESEnTATIVES
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Alumni Chapters Alumni Chapter Fun
NORTHERN UTAH CHAPTER EVENT

Saturday, MAY 11, 2013
6 - 8 p.m. at Falcon Park 

9150 Peruvian Dr in Sandy (approx. 9000 S. 1600 E.)

Fun, Free Family Event
call or email Vala’dee Hafen Tanner to RSVP
(801) 467-1614 or etanner06@yahoo.com

obtain a master's degree in 

history from Utah State

University. It was at USU that he

met former Dixie College presi-

dent Dr. Doug Alder. Through

the decades, their friendship

would persevere through numer-

ous projects and historical

research of Dixie College's 

history. 

Today, Heber continues to

share his vast knowledge, assist-

ing Dixie State students and the

community with research in the

special collections library locat-

ed on the third floor of the

Holland Centennial Commons.

You could say he is the "Google"

of Dixie State! And he is thrilled

to do it. One can almost hear

the words "I thought I could, I

thought I could," emanating

from his voice as he acknowl-

edges with great emotion: "If

Dixie College didn't exist, I

wouldn't have gone to college."  

From studying in a two-room

schoolhouse to becoming the

first person from the obscure

town of Veyo Utah to obtain a

college degree, Heber Jones is

truly a Dixie treasure. 

HEBER JONES

Extraordinary Volunteer

Continued from page 21

Dixie State University 
Preschool Enrollment 

for the 2013-2014 school year 
begins May 7th.

Eligibily Requirements Include:
Preschooler must be 4 years old by 
December 31st, 2013 and must be 

adequately immunized for age or on a 
schedule to become adequately immunized.

For more information visit our website at
www.dixie.edu/preschool 

or call 652-7848
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ARCHIVES REQUEST

Dixie State’s Special Collections

librarian and archivist desires the

most complete history of Dixie

State as possible, but some

issues of commencement

programs and yearbooks are

missing. If you have these

or other historical items you

would like to donate to the archives,

please call Amber D’Ambrosio, special collections

librarian, at 435-652-7718. 



Kalynn Larson

Alumni Director

Hal Hiatt

Alumni Association President

Connor Shakespeare

Past President

Margaret Marshall

Vice President, Membership

Shauna Ottesen

Vice President, Publicity

Board Members:

Austin Fackler

Russ Feller

Murray Gubler

Mary Hasfurther

Jeremy Hiatt

Travis Hoopes
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Kenny Miller
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Delmont Truman
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Back Row Left to Right: Nick Turner, Jeremy Hiatt, Connor Shakespeare, Murray Gubler, Elna Rae Page, Margaret Marshall, Timothy LeBaron,

Delmont Truman, Shauna Ottesen, and Travis Hoopes. Front Row Left to Right: Hal Hiatt, Kalynn Larson, Scott Hoopes, Kyle Wells, and Kenny

Miller (not pictured: Russ Feller, Mary Hasfurther and Austin Fackler).
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I would like to personally thank everyone who showed

their support, love and understanding through a 

challenging time here at Dixie. As the road was a bit

bumpy from time to time, it was well worth every

minute to hear "DIxIE STATE UNIVERSITY" in both the

Board of Trustees and the Board of Regents meetings.

Now on to business . . . making Dixie a wonderful uni-

versity. The opportunities seem endless, but the job will be a heavy load for

the administration, faculty, staff and alumni. Please show your support in

anyway you can, whether it be through monetary means,

volunteerism, or attendance at one of the many events avail-

able at Dixie such as alumni chapter events, athletic compe-

titions, or D-Week and Homecoming activities.

Make sure to encourage your family members to attend

Dixie State University, so they can become part of the Dixie

Spirit. It's here. We have witnessed It and we are proud 

of It! 

— Hal Hiatt, ‘93, DSU Alumni President

Dear Alumni and Friends of Dixie,

Alumni Board
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